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To the Reader. 


CourTEous READER, 


Am neceſſitated not on- 
® ly to give thee ſome ad- 
= vcrtiſement concerning 
the following diſcourſe, 
bur alſo to make ſome Apologie 
for my fſclf in this my ſo bold un- 
dertaking, as this will be thoughr 
be; and that perhaps cven by 
ome truly godly ſober Chriſtians 
2” —_ Min:ſters of the Go- 
| * ; to whom it may ſcem unfit 
* thar ſuch a one as I ſhould inter- 
4. pole in tnis Controverfie concer- 
= ning Admifſion to the Lords Sup- 
- Per, and hat I ſhould undertake to 
3 make anſwer toa Reverend Doctor 
Ci 7 abour 
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To the Reader, 


about theſe things. And therefore | 


ler me intxeat thy patience, though 
I ſeem ſomewhat tedious in this 
Epiſtle by reaſon of the length of 
it, I truſt it will not be tmperti- 
nent nor unprofitable, bur helping 
ro the following diſcourſe, to free 
my ſelf from blame, and ro help 
thee in the right underſtanding of 
what thou ſhalr read, and of my cnd 
and aime therein, | 
The truth is, theſe few ſheets *' 
were not at firſt intended for pub- 
lique view, but only to be ſcar pri- 
vately to the reyerend Doctor, that 
by the anſwer which I hoped he 
would return, my ſelf and ſom 
friends of mince might receive ſome 
ſatisfaQtion : but «dr the inte 
portunity of ſome others, to whom 
I imparted my thoughts herein, I 
am now oyercome & perlwaded to 
make them publique z but with great 
diſadvantage, not having time to 
perſee} 


be y 


perfet and amplific things ſurable 
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To the Reader. 


OTIS 


ro ſo different an end from what I 


» } , * firſt intended. And I confeſle I 


have not. ſo hbeedfully kept to the 
Doctors expreſſions, nor writen 
arguments with that Iatirude or 
fulneſle, nor kept ro his method 
orderly as he goes on in a-{wer- 
ing Mr. Humfrey, as I ſhould and 
would have done, if my intenr 


z at firſt had becnto appear in pub- 


lique. But yet I have becn as 


/ carefull as I could in taking his 


f. ſenſe, and have not omitted any 


thing of moment, which I had oc- 
caſion to inſert and anſwer in my 
own method and way which I pro- 
pounded to my {elfar firſt. 

And for Mr. Humfrtys argu- 


: ments, I have made but little uſe 


of them, more out of haſte then 


. our of any diſſenting from him , 
' and chufing rather to adde to 


what he hath aſſerted and firong- 
| - 
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To the Reader. 


ly cvinced, then to repeat his own: - 
becauſe I have an earneſt defire 

that this controverſic may be ber-* |, 
ter fifred and more throughly ſear- 
ched into, it being of greater con- 
ccrament then moſt cven of thoſe 
r!zat are- godly have or do judge 
it to be, tor the ending of the pre- 
{cnt diſtractions and div.ſions in 
this unſetled Church. Our being | 
d flitisfied about Sacramentalcom- 4 
munion, haih b:en the great oc- 
calfion and inſtrumenrall cauſe of 

our confufions and diiorders ten- 

dinz to the Churches deſtruction. 

If ſatisfaction can but be given 

in the warrant of fr:e Admiſſions, | 
I conceive the only inſtrumentall 
cauſe of the Churches unſetled- 
nefle will be 1emoved; and no- 
thing will much hinder the falling 
19 of Presbyterians and Indepen- 
dents inro one way of communt- 
on and diſcipline, eſpecially the 
- qrtho- 
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To the Reader. 


' |: orthodox party of both. And as 


for thoſe that deny our Baptiſne, 
Church and Miniſtry, as Antichi- 
ſtian, there is little hope of gaining 
their return. I delire 'it may be 
purto ſome ſolemn and fcrious de- 
bate impartially ; ' For although 
the principles commiricd to conl1- 
deration 'in the enſwing diſcourle, 
be ſomewhar againſt the common 


# ſtream, yer I have ſome hope they 


} 


{ 


may be a means to diſcover ſome 


' common miſtakes, with ſuch glim- 


mering of rationall and Scripture 
light, as betrer heads may maketo 
ſhine more brighc in the Chriſti- 
.an world. I took to be cenſured 
for this my preſumption in diſſen- 
ting from the common interpreta- 
tions of ſeverall Scriptures z and 
aflerting ſome things: againſt the 
judgement- of many or. moſt Di- 


vines and godly Chriſtians, who 


will be ready xo objec againſt me 
22 a and 


To the Reader. 


and charge me with a fault herein; | 
againſt which give me leave to 
make ſome defence. 5 
Firſt, by confeſſing that this ye- 
ry thing of diſſenting trom ſo ma- 
ny learned and godly, hath been a 
greater barre in my way, then any 
oround of Scriprure or ſtrength 
of argument I cver heard or have 
{cen trom any godly man. And 
were the Church in a well ordered & : 
ſetled ſtate, I had rather choſen in 
ſome leſſer things to erre with the WP. 
Charch, then dare to do anything |. 
that might break the peace and 
order of the ſame. Bur in an unſerled | 
diſorderly condition of the Church 
aS it is now with us ; all things in 
the Church being now upon the 1 
brinck of confuſton and: ruineg it | 
concerns even cvery private mem- 
ber ro ſhew himſclf, . and to con- 
tribute his mite .roward the con- 
ſervation of the whole, In _ 
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To the Reader. . 


' ' ' do we lookto have che cffes and 
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conſequences, our diviſions, brea- 


"$* kiggs and ſeparations to ceale, while 


the moſt ſober and godly nouriſh 
them in their riſe and cauſe. The 
ſame principles maintained by the 
godly in the Biſhops times, would 
as necefſarily have run us into'the 
ſame ſeparations and diviſions, had 
not the ſeycrity of diſcipline put a 
reſtraint to our exceſſe from the 
ſame or like miſtakes, 

Secondly, I deny that this free 
admiſſion pleaded for, is altogether 
novell ar anew thing. For did not 
our firſt. reformers maintain a free 
Admiffion, nay command a gene+ 
rall obſervance of the Supper of 
the Lord three times in the year at 

under ſome puniſhment 'to 
be inflifed for unneceſſary neg+ 


ley grounded (1 conceive) from 


the equity. of the Lawof the Paſle» 
over, Nawb, g, and the command 
| a2 of 
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To the Reader. 


of Jeſus Chriſt : Dothis in remem-' 
brance of me. - And. will any ſay, 
that our firſt retormers were not ' 


godly and learned mens Ir's true 
they urged it not till Church mem- 
bers were of years of diſcretion, 
and nor under. Church cenſure , 
and required that all ſhould learn 
the Lords Prayer, the Creed, and 
the -Ten Commandements, | 8c. 
which would be now cafily: yecl- 


ded to, in order to rhe'i'Sacra» 


meant. -- 7 ito | 4 ilOBvE; 

*-*Phirdly, do not Proteftant gods 
ly writers, in.all: reformed» Chure 
ches, maintain infant Baptiſme up- 
on Covenam' relation, in-thar the 
children of Chriſtians by -bicth pri 
viledge, are really members of the 
Churchg and fo eſteemed to; be 


as -truly'as thoſe that by nature are , : 
aliens, and adinittcd 1upon their 


ofciſion .of /faith * ' Amd is not 
There the. ſame”. reaſon: for the in» 
a6 Cf joyment 
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To the Readey. 


' | joyment of the ether Sacrament of 
rhe Supper, | being of years; and 
t '$-already admitted members 2 ſhould 
e {| not theſe have as much priviledge 
- {| as thoſe thar come in as proſelytes 
, | or Diſciples by preaching of the 
z | Word? Where do we Ende that 
n | -any were received to Baptiſme, 
4 | and yet denied the Supper? or 
. | whar eflentiall difference is there 
- W.. between Baptiſme and the holy 
© |Supper, thar the ſame profeſſion 
C that firs for the one, will not ſerve 
for the other, being perſons of 
years * The Bloud of Chriſt cru- 
 cificd is repreſented- in both for 
| remiſhon of fins, A@.2. 37. And by 
conſent of all, both ſeal to rhe ſame 
Covenant, in which the unregene- 
.. rate, as well as the regenerate,are in- 
| cluded and concerned ; and that as 
well when grown to years,as intheir 
minority: they adhering to the ordi- 
nary means of grace as wel as others, 
a 3 that 
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To the Reader. 


that they may obtain the bleflings* 
of the Covenant promiſed and 


ſealed by the Sacrament. And I 


think the wofull conſequences, and ' 
runnings out into ſuch exorbitances 
amongſt the godly in theſe times, 
may make intelligent and ſober 
men ſenſible of their own incon- 
fiſtences and interfeering in things 
concerning the Sacraments. Sup- 
poſe theunregenerate in the Church ; 
not baptized till grown to years, 
could rhat diſcovenant or diſmem- 
ber them, it not being their own 
faulr, but the fault of their parents ? 
might not ſuch challenge their pri- 
viledge of that Church in whichthey 
were born members, by vertue of 
that memberſhip meerly ? their 
memberſhip not being an effect or 
conſequent of Baptiſm, but Bapriſm }_ 
a conſequent priviledge of mem- 
berſhip : though I confeſle it's true 
of aliens, they are formally inſtalled 
into - 


To the Reader. | 


'T intomemberſhip in the Church by. 


.Baptiſme upon their profeſſion of 


* faith, 


Fourthly, did not all godly Mi- 
niſters in the Biſhops rime, that 
were for conformity, adminiſter 
the Sacrament to all, without ex- 
cluding any ? and ſhall we judge 
that they praiſed againſt their 
judgement and conſcience ? 

Miſtike mie not, good Reader, 
whoſoever thou art, as if I did in- 
dulge, or labour to foſter any in 
their groſle ignorance, by the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe or any thing ther<- 
in; orthe floth and not profiting 
under the means; or thar I pliad 
for a diſpenſation for the profane 
and ſcandalous in , the Church; 


- poorcreatures ! they ſhall know?» 


one day to their coſt (it they repent 
not) what it is to abuſe the grace"! 
of koly adminiſtrations, andto neg- ' 
'Ie& the means _of their ſalyation. 
| " "06 God 
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To the Reader. 


ſavour to him, in them that periſh 
as wcll :sin them thar-are ſaved in 
t!.c fiſe thereof. 

Moſt terrible things are written 
of them that have tte lighr and 
walk in darkneſſe; that have the 
means to know and do, and yet 
will not, but remain both 1g- 
norant and diſobedient tro the 
<Golpell of Jeſus Chriſt. Dread- 
full will be the doom of all thoſe 
that have had their reſidence atthe 
feaft of fat things of the Goſpell, 
ani” ſhall be found without the wed- 
dir, garment at the laſt. Therefore 
1” all deſire and intrear all to take 


/ ced of this, and to ſubmit them- 


, 


£ 
4 


# over their fouls, as they that 


*Ives to thoſe that are over them 


in the Lord; as to them! that are 
appointed by Jeſus Chriſt to watch 
muſt 
NG 
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God will bd fanRified by or in all ' f : 
headmits ro come necr: him; and, 
all his holy ordinances are a ſweet 'F' 
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To the Reader. 


FOI" IT 


ftruced,carechized andtriedT refuſe 
no means that. tends:to : your -cditi + 
cation, inſtruftion and 1alvarion, I 
beſecch you ; I know 'your 'igno- 
rance and unan{werable walking to 
the rules ot the Goſpell is ſuch,thar 
moſt are unwilling to go ro their 
Miniſter to be exzmined ahd ad- 
moniſhed in private, (in order to 
the Sacrament. 1, but remember 
you muſt be brought ro a ſtricter 
ſearch and account before you can 
befaved: Andit you be vhwillin 

to give an account of your faith Fn. 
hope thar is in you to your Mini- 
ſter, that. would | incourage you in 
your Chriſtian preteſſion z -andrake 
tuch advantages -to inſtru& you 
and confirm you tn the grounds, and 


practiſe of Ghriſtianity z what | 


would you do, if a perſccuting 
enemy to .the Proteftant Religion 
T4 ſhould 


ot, I Gay, Jexme. 
. perfwade you ta b& willing robe: in- 


at 


To the Reader. 


ſhould put you upon the renoun- | 


cing of the true Religion, and tur- , 


ning [Turk or Papiſt; or elſe be *Þ 


put todeath, as hath been a com- 
mon lot of the profeſſors of the 
Chriſtian Religion in moſt ages 
fince the coming of Chriſt * Oh 
be not ſuch ſtrangers to your Pa- 
ſtonrs that labour among you ; what 
ſhall they be appointed to bring 
your ſouls to heaven, and will you 
not acquaint them with your igno- 
rance and other wants and doubts 
which are . impediments in your 
way? Would-you be more frequent, 
friendly and familiar with your Pa- 
ſtours, you would not be afraid to 
have conference with them in things 
concerning Gods Kingdome and 
the good of your own ſouls. Let 
not (good Reader) ſhame of thy 
— hinder thee from pre- 
enting thy ſelf ro be proved and 
taught in order to the os 
or 


y 


7-2 the Reader. 


'* For ignorance continued: in -under 
the means of knowledge is damna- 
ble. Barren branches of the'true 
vine ſhall be cut off and burn«d. 
Remember the barren fig-tree, 
Though as yet thy profiting hath 
not been an{werable ro the coſt and | 
charge God hath been ar, or his } 
grace, mercy, goodneſle and patt- ; 
ence toward thee- do require yet 
now let the patience and goodneſfle 
of God, ſo long *abuſed , lead 
thee to repentance, and inquiring 
4 after him. Lct nor ſenſe of thine 
own ignorance make thee rather 
forbear the Sacrament, then go to 
thy Miniſter to be better informed : 
but rather implead thy right, and 
come and do thy homage and ſer- 
vice as well as thou canſt, though 
not ſo well as thou- ſhouldt. Pur 
caſe thou be judged unfit to come 
to the Sacrament; yet follow on, 
doubling thy deſires and endeyours 
ro 
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To the Reader. . i 
to receive as farre as thou canſt, If- 


thou be deſired to; forbear; untill} | 


the next Sacrament, let it humble 
rhee, but not diſconrage thee'z that 
being better prepared, thou mayeſt 
expect a greater bleſſing, Bur if 
rhou art, beat off with delaies, wait 
and be aſpecator of thy bleeding 
Saviour, {et forth crucified: before 
thine. eyes by inſtituted ſignes of 
Bread and Wine -. and if thou maiſt 
not take and eat in remembrance 
that Chriſts bloud was ſhed for 
many for remiſſion of ſins, and to 
ſave finners by giving them grace | 
and glory; yet let me perſwade 
thee to give thy preſence, to hear 
and ſee in that remembrance : thou 
knoweſt not but that the ſight of 
ſuch an obje&, the effe&t. of love 
and bleeding bowels may melt thy 
heart, and dyaw thy foul after him 
thy mercifull Redeemer, it not be- 
ing thy fault thou docſt not _ 
ally 
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To the. Readey. 


' Ally receive. Be it ſo. that thoy art 
ſtill repulled, aslike to. ear and 


4" drink judgement to thy ſelf ; yet let 


not that affright thee from rhe or- 
dinance: of Chriſt, ſo long as thou 
art arta viſible ſubje&in his King- 
dome. Plead thy duty and homage, 
how thou arr obliged to:Chriſtin 
this obſervance: and ſay, thou art 
ſo well perſwaded'.of' the good- 
nefſe of Chriſt inall'thar he .com- 
- mands-fiis ſubjes;that . thou wilt 
humbly | yenture/'upon; his. mercy, 
in _ duty as'thou art abl&, 
ButI hall commend: thee to the'cn- 
ſuing diſcourſe. for further krigw- 
ledge of: thy duty; and pleading 
thy right, during thy priviledge of 
poſttave Church memberſhip. : | 

_ Andinthelaſtplace T ſhall. joall 
humility offer a tew words to che 
reverend:'\Mifiiſters -of God;'45 4 
means to quench the preſent flames 
that are in the Churchof Chriſt n 
England, OT Fult, 
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To the Reader. 


| Eirſt, let me- beſeech you not to 
urge upon your people any praGtiſe | 


under neceflity of duties of worſhip, *} 


either publique or private, thar 1s. 
not evidently. commanded, or at 
leaſt deducted from the clear and 
genuine ſenſe of holy Scripture by 
neceſſary conſequence.. .. /| 

Secondly, labour ſo'':to' agree 
among your ſelves in the main cf- 
{entials of Doctrine, Worſhip and 
Diſcipline, that in every place there 
- maybe a preaching and holding 
forth of the ſame things in all. 

Thirdly, condeſcend ro the mea- 
neſt of your people, with an cquall 
reſpe& in all your miniſteriall ad- 
miniſtratians, both publique and 
private, that none may be diſcou- 
raged, nor any indulged in anevill 
Way. Ba 

Fourthly, be as watchfull ofthoſe 
that are inclined to an inordinare 
zealin the ſmaller matters of Re» 
: bgion, 
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To the Reader. 


ligion, as of thoſe that expreſle bur 
lictle zeal at all in Gods worſhip. 
Fifthly, allow the worſt of your 
people the title of Chriſtians, belee- 
vers, members, and allow them all 
other external priviledges which of 
right are theirs 1n regard of their re- 
lative ſtate, as they are ſuch - yet 
deal faithfully with them, as tou- 
ching their reall ſtate in order to 


their eternall weal or woe. 


Sixthly, decline ( as much as m 
be) novelty and yariety in profefh- 
on, catechiſmes,. and all effeatials 
of .-publique worſhip ; that your 
people may more willingly: adhere 
to you, and glve youthe greater ad- 
vantage to advance the Chriſtian 
Religion among them. 

Laftly, Whar in you lies reſtore 
with the ſpirit of meckneſle, in your 
private admoriitions, weak brethren, 
that through infirmity fall;8& do not 
exaſpexatc any w* pulpit inycRions 
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To the Reader. 


unleſſe it be in caſe of known obſti- 'j-- 
nacy./, Bur I ſtall leave all ro your 
charitable conſtruction and .;ſober* -Þ- 
apprehenſion. of what I do heap ,of- 
fer to! your|conlideration. i I aw a 
poor worm, afid-lopk ro bedeipilſed 
for medling: with things: out: of my 
ſpheate ;; þus 1 (6 iz's the cpmmon 
lotofthe moſt learned in theſe rimes 
to-be. reproached, | and therefore I 
ſhall the þerrerbearic 3, though+for 
'this my vindicating.ot Mr. Humfrey 
From reproach, 1 be the more, re- 
-proached: I am: ſqrry-his principles | 
be notvindicatdd.frem the reverend 
Doitors exceprians and objections 
by a betrer pen then his, 


"Whois thy bumble fervant,breathing 
: akter che ſimplicity. of tquth, 
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miſſion to the LOR DS 
SUPPER removed. 

A Barie to free Admiſſion to the 


Mm of the Lords Supper, 


written by DoCtor Drake, in an{wer to 
Mr. Humphrey, and having diligently 
read both, I tinde that even good men 
are t00 apt to reprove one another in 
things controverred betwixt them; 
which ought not ſo to be. As for 
Mr. Humphreys vindication of free ad- 
miſſion (3s he ſtates, bounds and han- 
dles it) itfcems to me more rationall 
and clear, then to deſerve ſo many 
harſh expreſſions from the reverend 
Door, as he hath ler flip ; whether in 


EEting with a Book called 


* haſte, or more deliberately, I leave to 


himſelt to coniider. Sure Tam, ſome 
words might better have been ſpared, 
then ſo publiſhed in print ro the world, 

B ic 


The Barre to free Admiſſion 


it being not yet decermined whether -*þ= 


Mr. Humphreys diicourie be untrue or 
no, thuuzh diſpuiavle with the DoQor? , 
(it ſeems) wheiher it be more full of words 
or untiuthes, which is very uncharitable 
and unbrotherly dealing, bur I forbear, 
Both the rever.nd Doctor and Mr. Hum- 
prey are GentJemen 1 am altogether 
unacquainted with, whole gifts & lear- 
ncd abilitics ] yet much reverence, and 
with this por diftrated Church may 
never want ſuch officers to rule and 
feed hcr inthe Lord, as the meanelſt of 
them be. It's an unhappy controverſie 
I coniclic, and little cauſe there is to 
take content in theſe debates: yct as 
times are, it hath ne:d ot ſcanning and 
fitting; bectule much of the unity and 
welbcing of the nationall Church d:- 
pends upon the right ſtating and clea- 
rizg of this Queſtion; our doubts 
and icruplcs , concerning the holy 
Supper, having upon the matter un- 
ferlcdall. Son miſtakes about admils 
ſton thereto, have run thouſands into 
faction, ſchiſme, and ſeparation, under 
a zeal of ſeparating the Precious from 
the Vile, of withholding the childrens 
bread from doge,ot preſerving the Ordi- 
Nances pure;&c., Thc premiſes are good, 
CON +» 
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conducing much to returmatiun, were 

» they not miſapplyecd in reſpet of per- 
ſons, and in retpett of the righe way, 
and means of putting them in executi- 
on, as things now ſtand, as | beleeve ir 
will appear they are,. by this tollow- 
ing diſcourſe; wherein I ſhall ende- 
vour to vindicate that little Tra& of 
Mr. Humphrey from the Do@ors un- 
brotherly dealing with him, according 
ro my meaſure and meannetle. Not 
®that 1 intend an orderly and cxa& 
reply to every particular (which net- 
ther my capacity nor occalions of my 
laborious calling will bear) but co 
undermine his chictcſ ſtrength, paſling 
by the reſt. 

And firſt of all, for the Text which 
Mr. Humphrey delivers his diſcourſe 
upon, though he may be ought nor 
ſo happy in his choice of it in order 
to what he inliſteth on, (as having ra- 

* thera ſound then a true and tuil ienſe 
of the queſtion and point concluded) 
* yet I doubtnot but the diſc vurfe will 
(as to the ſubſtance thereof) be war- 
ranted by other Scriptures. 
And for Judas his receiving or not re- 


. Cciving,l look not upon it. as clearly ar- 
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gumentative one way or other. Nei- 
ther do I think that firſt pretident, with- 
out the ſupply ot other Scriptures, 
would make much tor or againſt us in 
this matter, they. being Apoſtles only 
that then reccived, whoſe office in the 
Church isnow ceaſcd. 

In ſhort, I ſhall not go about to de- 
fend every quotation or aſſertion in 
Mr. H. Book, nor to clear him from 
tome inconhiſtences pointed out by the 
reverend Do@or ; it's ſufficient that he - 
hath made good the main thing affer- 
ted : namely, That all Church members of 
years, and und:r Church indulgence ( not 
rightly e xcommunic2ted) may come freely to 
the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 

His tree Admithon is limited with 
exceptions ot intants, . diftratted, the 
excommunicated, and he might tay, the 
drunk. 

Now the Doftor faith, That by the 
fame reaſon that he excepts theſe, we may 
may except the groſly ignorant and ſcandalous 
in the Church. 

Concerning which this twofold in- 
quiry is made, 

rt. Whether Church members of 
years, having the exerciſe of reaſon, be- 
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ing ignorant, be as uncapable of the 
Sacrament as Infants or diſtraught ? 

2. Whether ſcandalous members un- 
der Church indulgence, may be equally 
debarred this Church priviledge with 
the regularly excommunicated ? 

To the former of theſe the Doftor 
ſaith, That th: groſſly ignorant are as un- 
eapable to examine themſelves, and diſcerne 
the Lords body as Infants, an | therefore as 
juſtly to be excepted ayainſt : nay more, 
becauſe Infants and diſtramyht may have the 
grace of the covenant really, the cther not. 

To which | anſwer ; what the ſeciet 
working of the Spirit may be in 
{ach comes not within the Churches 
cogniſance to inquire, but what is 
agreeable to the revealed will of God ; 
and then it any of years, being baptized 
& profefling the true religion be 1n the 
ſame incapacity as Infants or diftrafted; 
it's true there is the ſame exception 
againſt them, otherwiſe not. . For 
mine own part, 1 never knew any of 
years. but could take and eat and drink 
of the conſecrated fignes reverently and 
orderly according to the inſtitucion, 
as to the externals of that ſervice, which 
the ſtate of Infants is uncapable of. 
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And mad men would indanger the 
abule of the holy {ignes, by their un- 
decent and unreverent demeanvur in 
thoſe neceſſary atts ot communion and 
worſhip. Andit muſt be granted thac 
perſons at years are not under thac 
natura]l incapacity that infants are, in 
order to the outward form of worll:ir, 
Neither are Infants as ſuch under the 
obligation of precepts of worſhip, as 
grown perſons in the Church are. 
Nor can it be reaſonably imagined, 
that ſuch a ſtate of perſons in the 
Church ſhuuld be admitted aftuaily to 
receive, that in the diſcretion of the 
Church are no proper obje&ts uf 
Church cenſures, in point of offending, 
which grown perſons in the Church are 
though never ſo ignorant. And what 
rhough the Door ſay, he can teach a 
childe of three or four years ol, as much or 
more then ſome of our feople at years have 
learned all their life time? A Parrat may 
be taught to ſpeak words : but can he 
make ſuch children rationally under- 
land what they are taught, and cxer- 
Ciſe devotion from a principle of con- 
ſcience, in reference to religious wor- 
fhip? as in charity we may hope of 
grown ones according to that little 
they 


1 they know; which may be conceived 


gZ 


t 


tothe Lords Supper removed. 


, by their delires after ic, and their de- 
'- meanour in the Sacramental] a&ions. 
Moreover, I doubt not but the Door 
or any other Miniſter of the Goſpel], 
may in a ſhort time, inform the igno- 
rant among their people, fo as to make 
them capable of diſcerning the Lords 
body ; and to eat and drink lawfully, 
in the Apoſtles ſenſe, though not m the 
ſenſe I ſhall give account of hcreafter. 
A] which being laid together, I con- 
ceive that Church members of years 
moſt ignorant arc nvt f': uncap.ble of 
the Sacrament, as Infants or mad men 
are: and therefore rhe fame or like 
ground of excepting ay.inſt the one, 
will not equally reach the other, And 
then the DoCtors oftin retorting Me. FH. 
exception, doth rather diſcover weak - 
nefſc, then adde any , ſtrength to the 
cauſe. This to thefhirſt inquiry. 

As for the other, namely, whe. her 
the ſcandalous members under Church 
indulgence, may be equally debarred 
this Church priviledge wich the regy- 
larly excommunicated, I do not finde 
the Dottors judgement ſo expreſly de- 
livered ; but he ſeems to debar ſuch 
Sa from 
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from the Sacrament. Burt ſure to debar 4 * 


Church members icandalous their ex- 


ternall priviledge during Church in-*, 


dulgence, and tolcrativn, they b:ing 
under triall or otherwite, is contrary 
to the judgement and praftiſe of the 
independent Churches, and ſeems ir- 
rationall and anjuft to execute bctore 
a judicial! rriall and ſentence. 

I confeſle I am unſatisfied with their 
proceedings (as Presbytered) roward 
Church members of years admitred. , 

rt. They fcc up an Elderſhip whoſe 
office is very duubtfull, too doubttull 
to aſſume and excrciſe the Keyes ot 
Chriſts Kingdome ( eſpecially where 
there is no aſlociation of Churches) 
ſo that upon the matter the power of 
ſentence is in the Paſtour alone, or in 
thoſe whom Jeſus Chriſt never im- 
powered with the keys at all to binde 
and looſe authoratively. 

2. They ſetup ſuch a way of triall 
and Church examination of native 
Church members in order to the Sacra- 
ment (the obſervance whereof is both 

their duty and their priviledge) as no 
worg doth warrant, diſcouraging the 
moſt from indeyouring after their duty 
. and 
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and priviledge; {0 thac upon the matter 
they are left out withcurt any regulac 
cafting out. 

3. They cauſe a carelefſe forbearance 


- of the Sacrament; and make their ſu- 


ſpenkon and excommunication upon 
the matter all one; and the Door al- 
lowes all preſence at every ordinance, 
denying only the a& of receiving to 
the worlt. 

4. They poſitively ſuſpend Church 
members tor ignorance and fuch like 
wants and comings ſhort of what they 
{hould bero God ; tor which there is 
not the leaſt warrant, either of rule or 
pre! dent, in divine writ. : 

5. They make excommunication lefle 
then it is indecd, .in allowing the «x- 
communicate preſence in the congrega- 
Lion at every ordinance : and make it 
more then indeed it is, in diſmembring 
Church membe:s by ir, it being ap- 
pointed as the laſt remedy to heal dil- 
eaſed members, not to deſtroy them. 
They are not thereby diſmembred, bur 
to be lookt upon ( ſaith Mr. Cawdry ) 
ag diſeaſed members under cure, 

'6. No morepriviledge is allowed ro 
Church members not approved of by 
| | the 
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the elderſhip (though not yet under 
any polttive {entence) then is allow- 
ed to Heathens: and tv the excom- » 
municate as much of priviledpge in the 
ordinances oft the Church is allowed as 

to Hcathens. All which upon triall 
will be t-und to be beſide the rule, | 
think : and vet fuch arc the conle- 
quences thit How iro2; the DuCtors 
own p:incipics and premiſes, in his 
Bar to tree acmililign wo the Sacramenc 

oi the Lords Supper. «> 

In the next place, the Dz&or de- 
clares his judgemenc concerning a 
ſcandalous m:mber of a congregation 
impresbytered preluming to receive: þ 
what is to be dune in ſuch a caſe: As 
firſt, the Miniſter is to te!] him of the ſinne, | 
and d-ſirc him to fortear ;, if that will nit 
do, then to (hew him the preſent danger of 
murid-ring Chriſt, and eatins and drinking 
judgement to himſelf, and he hath done his 
duty. 

But then it may be inquired, whe- 
ther he mean only in caſe of common 
fame, the ſcanda]l having been pub- 
lick : otherwiſe, I ſuppoſe it will not 
be a time to nominate any members 
{inne, or perſon in publique firſt, 
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++» Then fſccondly, I queſtion whether 
a ſcandalous member doth neceffarily 

emurder Chriſt, and eat and drink 
] judgement to himſelf in the Scripture 
ſenſe, whether the perton be regene- 
rate or unregenerate: For he may be 
Scandalous, and yet knowing, and able 
to put a difference between com- 
mon bread and the inſtituted figns, 
in order to their end, He might be 
drunk the week before, and yet tober, 
jcrious and reverent in the af of re- 
ccjving, and not guilty of the body and 
bloud of Chriſt, nor eat and drink 
judgement to himſelf in the Doors 
{cnie. 

He often diſtinguiſhes of worthy 
Church members and unworthy, ac- 
cording to the judgement of viſibility ; 
accounting the regenerate in the 
Church only worthy of admittance, but 
not the other, they not having a per- 
{onall worthinefſe, muſt neceſſarily 
eat and drink unworthily,and ſo judge- 
ment co themſclves in the Apoſtles 
ſenſe, &c. 

Now becauſe all his coneJufions 
ſeem to be deduted from meer miftakes 

and miſapplyings of the Apoſtles ſenſe, 
4 1 Cor, 
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1 Cor. 11. 20, to the 34. to the great © 
perilland danger of the viſible Church 
of Chriſt,as caufing rents and diviſions 
therein, I ſhall theretore make bald to 
preſent to conſideration theſe necefſa- 
ry queries in reference to a diſcovery 
of the moſt probable ſenſe of the place, 
humbly praying the Reader (when 
ever he think of me) to think ſeriouſly 
and impartially of them. 
x. Enquiry is to be made whether 
the Apoſtle intends any ſuch thing as, 
perſonall worthinefſe, or unworthi- 
neſfe in order to the Sacrament. 

2. Whether the unworthineſſe the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks to,were not meerly their 
miſcarriages and aCtuall offending in 
or about che externals of Sacramentall 
ations and order. 

3. What were thoſe fins that provok'd 
the Lord ſo immediately to puniſh 
them for the preſent, and made them 
liable to be further puniſhed for the | 
future. 

4+ Whether they were chaſtiſed for 
unworthinefſe of perſon or other fins 
they were guilty of, before they came 
together to moms the holy Sup- 


per. 
5. What f: 


— 
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''f 5. What is the remedy the Apoſtle 
preſcribes to that Church to pre- 

|. vent future judgement, and to enjoy 
preſent benefit. 

6. Whether the unregenerate and moſt 
ignorant perſon proteſiing and owning 
the true Religion among them, were 
not in a capacity ſo to uſe the remedy, 
as to prevent. the judgement and receive 
beneht by the ordinance where God 
gave a bleſſing. Þ 
-» 7. Whether the duty of;ſclf-examina- 
tion in order to the Sacrament is not 
to be reſtrained to the premiſes treated 
on In the context. 

8. Whether a carelefle negle& or in- 
capacity of this duty of felf-examina- 
tion before, do excule and give a wric 
of eaſe from that precept, ot publique 
duty and ſervice, Do thy in remembrance 
6f me, 

9. Whether there be any thing in the 
inſtitution, nature, end, Janguage,aCi- 
on of the Sacrament in the context, 
or elſewhere, incongruous to the re- 
ceiving of the unregenerate in the 
Church. | 

I] doubt not but an ingenuous anſwer 
to theſe Querics would much moderare 

| the 
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the uncbriitian rigour of theſe times | 
abour Sacramentall communion, if, F 
not to make the controyerſie to ceaſe F* 
among ſober godly men. And there- 
fore pardon my bo'dnefſe in advrentu- 
ring to preſent to publick view my 
coniuſed appreheni{ions in an{wer to 
theſe queries, and that wich as much 
brevity as I can. Something muſt be 
done; andif I can diſcover the truth 
or give occaſion unto ſume more able 
to doe it, I ſhall blefſe God, and think 
my labour wel! beſtowed. 

For the firſt, I conceive there is not 
the leaſt hint or ſound of unworthi- 
nefſe of perſons in the Church of 
Corinth ſpoken to by the Apoſtle, in 
reference to the Sacrament, nor are 
they blamed or punithed for their reall 
unworthinefſe as to God, viſible to 
the Church, though ic's probable they 
had ſuch amongit them in that com- 
munion. For in the beginning of this ' 
Epiſtle, the Apoſtle gives them the 
titles of th:Church of God, [anftfied in 
Chriſt Juſus, call.d t> be Saints, Oc. 
And of thoſe that were pur iſhed for 
profaning the ordinance, the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks very hopefully, nay omar y 

Y, ji . 
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+ ly, that their perſons were juſtified ; 
they were chaſtened of the Lord thac 
they might not be condemned with the 
world. 

But it may be ſaid, The Church' of 0ljeq. 
C:rinth were all ot them, at leaſt vilibly, 
worthy in reſ{p«& of their perions ; and 
therefore their tree admiſſiun is no war- 
rant for us, ſceing many of ours want 
that| vifible worthinefſe. And it thoſe 
that| were viftibly worthy, did through 

ethcir miſcarriage eat judgement to 
themſelves, what may we think of ours, 
that havenot ſo much zs that vitible 
wprthinefſe which they had ? 

1, I anſwer, If there be nothing Soluti:n- 
againſt perſonall unworthinefle in 
perſons profcfſing the true religion, in 
tne context, In order to the Sacrament, 
then unworthinefſe ot perion in ſuch 
can be no bar againſt them : bur the 
former is true, theretore the latter is 

. true alſo. 

2. If the Apoſtle upon ſo weighty 
cccalion meddle not with their un- 
worthinefſe of perſon, in reference to 
thcir receiving, then neither need we 
to mcddle with it: it is ſufficient that 
thoſe we admit be baptized, and of the 
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erue Religion, under Church indul- 
gence, toentitiethemto all the ordi- 


nances which they are. to uſe as means *, 


ot their ſpiricual] good; they being 
given to the vitible Church to that 
very «nd. 

2. Ifour Baptiſme were rightly ad- 
miniſtrcd according to the Word, then 
curs of years thar are of the ſame 
with them of the Charch of C6- 
rinth, have as much cxternall priviledge 
in the Church, as they had, till cither«, 
by Ap-ftalie they fall off, or by the 
righr exerciſe of Diſcipline they be pur 
out. And had we the ſame charity rhe 
Apoſtle had, we would allow them the 
ticle of Saints, belecvers, brethren by 
profeſiion and calling, as they did all 
along. 

For the ſecond and third Quere, I am 
ſure the Text isclear for the afhirmative, 
namely, that their unworthineſſe was 
meerly their miſcarriages and a&tuall 
offending about the externals of Sacra- 
mentall ations and order. | 

And they did eat and drink unwor- 
thily, nor diſcerning the Lords body, 
and they protancd the holy Ordinance, 
1n that they put no difference berween 
| their 
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Þ- theic own ſupper and the Lords Sup- 


per; their own bread and the inſtiru- 


,*.ted figns : And for 'perſons ro make 


the conſecrated figns, appointed by 
Jeſus Chriſt to ſpiricuall ends (as in the 
infticution) a common or civill. thing, 
to pleaſe and fatisfic the outward man; 
muſt needs be a great evill; and was 
that high and provoking fin tor which 
they-are there puniſhed, as well they 
might. For indeed it was a {inworle 
ofhen carrying the Arke of the Cove- 
nant contrary to order ; and yet for 
that the Lord made a breach' upon 
them. And Nadeb and Abihu were de- 
Kroyed for offering ſtrange fire which 
the Lord commanded not : ſo dange- 
rous -athing it is notto come up to,or 
to adde to, orto profane divine inſti- 


__rutions, Doubtleſle the Corixthians were 


very rude,unreverent and diſorderly in 
the preſent obſervance; ſome were 


. hungry, and ſome drunk ; {ome had too 


much,and others could get none,or but 
lictle, as is intimated in the remedy or 
dire&ion given to that particular caſe : 
To tarry one for another (as to'order) 
and if any hunger, let him eat at home, 


- & not make the holy Supper a meer bu- 
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Mat 28, 
19, 20, 


lervice; 


finefle-of eating and drinking ; that: 
they come not together to condemna- | 


tion, for time to come, as they had» ff » 


done before. . -:/:. | 

To the fourth Query, I anſwer, They 
were not chaſtened tar unworthinefle of 
perſon, or for any other fins they were 
guilty of before, but for unwortby 
atings in the aCt of receiving, or at 
that time. For this -cauſe ſome are weak» 
and ſome are ſick, and ſome are fallen afteep, 
that is, for cating and drinking 'uny 
worthily, contrary-to order and decen- 
cy: the which word 'wnworthily, re- 
ſpets their manner ofdoing, northeir 
perſons, It's no were ſaid, Whoſo ea- 
teth and drinketh being unworthy, is 
guilty of the body and blond of the 
Lord. And I think it is no where elſe the 
language of Scripture to require reall 
worthineſſc of perton, . before! they be 
fic to come under precepts of duty and 


gagements upon-all to obſerve all the 
commands of Chrift? And do this 8n re- 
membrarce of me,is:a'precept for the bap- 
tized of years to obſerve (they being 
under Church indulgence ) otherwilec 
we {hall be driven to queſtion our Bap- 


Both not Baptiſme lay in- 


tiſme 
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tiſme, and then our Charch miniſtry ; 
and run mad to the feparations, or be- 
gin again it we could telÞ how. -- 

In the mean time, how injurious to 
Church members doth our ungrounded 
rigour, and/ private 'ihcerpretations 
cauſeus to' be! we 

To the Gift: Querie, I fayz The-reme- 
dy is borh by inttruction and dire&ion: 
by theſe waics the Apoſtle applies him- 
{elf ro them for the cure. of theic ma- 
Jadie. ' He irepeats the firſt inſtitucion, 
comments /upon it, the berter to give 
chem to underſtand the nature,end and 
uſe of the ordinance, which before they 
were ignorant of, or did not well 'con- 
ſider. ' And having taught them the 
minde of Chriſt, in what was neceflary 
to tha ſervice, then he gives dire&ion 
what they muſt doe. Firft to examine 
themſelves, whether they underſtand 
what theſe things of God did mean, as 
they had beet taught; and then to 
tarry one for another, that the ordi- 
nance may be carryed on with order, 
decency and reverence, becoming wor- 
(hip, and then he aſſures them they ſhall 
nat be judged of the Lord, 


C 2 The 
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To the fixth Querie, 1 anſwer, The 
Apoſtle intends the remedy ro the good 
of the whole Church, which compre- 
hends every particular member of years 
that did aftually receive, and offend 
therein. Andhetaught chem not any 
thing, but what was eaſie to: be under- 
ſtood by any;;reaſonable' man owning 
the true Religion among them. He 
dire&ed them not to do any thing, bur 
what wag ealie for them to do external- 
ly. And their offending was ſo obvi- ._ 
ous and apparent, that they were caſily 
convinced, and yeelded to the reproofe, 
Gods bleſling concurring with the 
means;: ' and. indeed we:read no more 
of their offending in that /manner af- 
rerwards; nor. any other "Chriſtian 
Charch. 

Buc they werea Church conſiſting of 
members. under better qualifications 
then ours ;| therefore the tame remedy 
which was ſufficient for them, is not 
ſafficient for moſt of ours. 

Solution. 1-1 anſwer, The Apoſtle writing to 
chem, That ifany man that is called a 
brother, be a fornicator, or covetous, 
or an idolater, ora railer, or a drun- 


Kard,or an-extortioner, With ſuch they 
ſhould 


Y 
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'" ſhould nos eat ; intimates, that there 


were ſuch-among them that were as bad 
as ours. 

Bur ſecondly, if we be a true Church, 
& our members we admit true Church 
members,even as theirs, then ours come 
under the ſame rules with them, un- 
lefſe we can finde different rules for the 
ſame Church in the ſame things and 
reſpe&ts: tf not, then ours are under 
the ſame rule in reference to the Sacra- 
ment (untill they be legally c<je&cd and 
caft out) and are bound to a& ac- 
cording to thoſe rules, and that order 
preſcribed, in hope of a bleſſing, even 
the worſt member among us. 


To theſeventh Querie, whether the 
duty of ſelf-examination in order to 
the ſacrament be not properly to be 
reſtrained to the premifſes treated on in 
the context ; I an{wer, That whether it 
' betobe extended in this place ſo. farre 
asmoſt do urge, in reſpe& of their re- 
all ſtate unto God, competent meaſure 
of knowledge in the many fundamen- 
cals of Religion, the having and a&ing 
every grace neceſſary to ſalvation, &c. 
or to be reſtrained co the particulars 

Wh there 
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there mentioned; I dare not perempro- 
rily determine, though ſtrongly incli- 
ned to beleeve the lacrer, Not becauſe 
| think ſelf-examination touching the 
former: may carele{ly. be: neglefted by 
any 3 but I queſtion whether the Apo- 
ſtle had any reſpe& thereco in this 
place, in relerence to the Sacrament : 
becauſe I conceive the Apoſtle here 
ſites the remedy to the malady; and 
that unworthineſſe of perion was nor 
any part of malady nor ignorance -- 
incie tundamentals of Religion ; but 
theirnot diſcerning the Lords body, 
and that put them upon other unwors- 
thy carriages, as is ſhewed before. And 
therefore as examination is part of the 
remedy preſcribed, it ſeems to me, 
moſt probable, that ir properly refers 
to the rule of inſtitution, and thoſe 
other dire&tions given in the con- 
text. 

The cighth Querie is, whether a 
carcleſſe negle& ot this private duty 
of ſelt-examinetion betore, dv' give a 
writ of eaſe, and excuſe ſuch negligent 
perſons from the precepre of publique 
duty and ſeryice, Do this in remembrance 
of me 7 T] 

To + 
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To this I ſay, I cannot conceive how 
the negle& of a private duty, can ex- 
cuſe. any in the regle& of publick wor- 
ſhip,that are Church members of years, 
under the obligation of all that Chriſt 
commands. The Apoſtles being ſent to 
preach and baptize thoſe that received 
their Do@rine (the Dof&rine of the 
Goſpell) and cameunder the baptiſme 
of Chriſt, were bound to teach them 
to obſerveall things whatſoever Chriſt 
had commanded; and inſo doing they 
had a promiſe of his preſence, and bleſ- 
{ing upon their endevours, And loe 1 am 
with you alwaies to the end of the world, 
Mat.28.19,20. What can be more plain, 
except we ſhall ſay the obſervance of the 
holy Supper, is none of his commands ? 

I think Chriſt commands nothing 
for the hurt of his viſible ſubje&s, they 
obſerving it according to their preſent 
capacity, Can an inflance be givenin 


 theOldor New Teſtament, of any thac 


came under Circumciſion or Bapriſme, 
whether proſclyte or native of years, 
that as private members were admitted 
to all other ordinances in the Church; 
and yet were forbidden the uſe of the 
cLiucr Sacrament, the Pafſover or the 
G4 Lords 
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Lords: Supper ? There is but one Law * 
for the (ſtranger and home-borne. If 
our Baptiſme be the Bapriſme of Chriſt, 
I ſay, if itbethe bapriſme of Chrift, by 
which/ we ac conlecrated to Chriſt, 

why ſhould any be exempted from any 
obcdienceand priviiedge,being of years, 
and under Church indulgence at leaſt, 
more then the circumciſed under Mo{es,: 
or the Baptized under the Apoſiles ? 
Our not a@ing according to Scrip- 
tareprefidents in this particular, will , 
(I fear) in time unchu:ch us. We blame 
the Separations, when we our ſelves 
maintain the firſt principles of ſetting 
up diftinftions and ſeparations in the 
Church : But it is dangerous to be 
partiall in thelawes of Chriſt. Why 
may not the wofull negle& of Sacra- 
ments, viſible pledges of divine love; 
be one thing that makes miniſters be 
ſocontemptible and vile in the eyes of 
many as they are ? 

Well, but to return, I ſay this com- 
ming to the Sacrament is one of Chrifts 
commands, and he that breaks the leaſt 
of his comminds, and tzaches men ſo, 
ſhall be called the lesſt in the Kingdome 
of God. But [I think M:, H, bath ſaid 
enough 
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enough to this ro ſatisfie any ſober im- 


partial] Chriſtian, to whom I muſt ſtill 
referre the reader tor further fatisfa&i- 
on herein. The Door hath many 
quillets about this particular, which 
aremore like to puzzle then to fatisfic 
the reader. He ſtrives to put an in- 
cloſure to ſome dutics, as not common 
to all, and he inſtances in relations 
and ſex that come under the obliga- 
tions of the ſecond Table; the which 
duties are common and univerfall to 
all of the ſame relations and ſex. &nd 
what though it be not the duty of all 
Church members to preach and admi- 
niſter Sacraments z yet itis the duty of 
all Miniſters what ever ſo to do. But 
Mr. H. argument is, [tall other ſervice 
lie in common, it is an intrenchment 
upon thecommon liberty,to put an in- 
cloſure upon the Sacraments. And it 
the Sacrament come under the obli- 


- gation of the firſt Table, as a part of 


Gods worſhip, it is equally binding to 
all,and ſo in common with the reſt of 
worthip, notwithſtanding any thing 

yer made out to the contrary. 
Ie is true, athrwative precepts do not 
bince to every moment of time ; but 
that 
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that- will not juſtific a careleſſe and *'} © 


wilfu]l negle& at any time. And where- 
as it is ſaid, that Church members are 
not bid abſolutely to come, but ſo to 
come, it ſeems firange to me: I had 
thought that all precepts of worſhip 
had been ablolute to perſons of years, 
in the Church of Chriſt. Anddothis 
in remembrance of me is abſolute, and 
the principall duty, however the Do- 
&or is pleaſed to call ir carnall Divi- 
nicy, anda ſetting up the form above 
the power of worſhip. For in every 
duty there is aforme, which is heed- 
tully to be obſerved; and it's impoſli- 
ble there ſhould be the power of god- 
linefſe without the form, To obey the 
voyce of Godin regard of the matter 
injoyned, ſeems tp be the main, as ce- 
ipeting reaſonable man : and when 
there is an cxternall conformity to the 
commands of the Lord,ſuchare ſaid to 
walk in the waies of the Lord,failings - 
in the manner there will ſtill be; both 
good and bad are under a neceflity of 
tailings and miſcarriages in every 
thing, which is to be imputed to the 
common frailty of man fallen. But not 
ro do what Gud command; at all is 

| vo- 
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| "roluntary rebellion, and that which 


the Scriptures moſt ulua]ly threaten 


"|-” ſevere judgements unto. Bur I hope 


the Do@or doth not mean that the ce- 
lebration of the Lords Supper is the 
form, and ſclf-examination the pow- 


" er; which yer he ſecrys to do by his ex- 


ceptions againſt making receiving to be 
the principal,the other but av acceflary. 

To which exceptions, I ſay, Firſt, 
that this duty of examination of our | 


« j<ſelycs is a private duty, and the pri- 


vate is ſubordinate to the publick. 
Secondly, This duty was preſcribed oc- 
caſfionally, as a remedy to thar particu- 
lar caſe of making a breach upon the 
materials of divine inſtitution and or- 
der; and therefore a means to further 
them in the right obſervance of the 
Supper : and we may moſt ſafely ſay, 
the end is moſt principall, the means 


lefſe. Beſides, where the duty ceaſerth 


' in ſomereſpedts, it is not to be urged in 


thoſe reſpets ; but it's clear there is 
not the ſame reaſon, for point of of- 
fending in the Church ot Enyland, as 
there was at Corinth,about the Admini- 
ftration of the Sacrament; the worſt 
ot our congregations demeaning them- 
{c]ves 
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Objeft. 


Solut. 


ſelves more reverently and orderly in 


a way ſurable to the carrying on of 
that ſervice in regard of the externall 
part, according to the rule of inſtitu* 
tion. 

And therefore that duty is not to be 
urged upon ours with the ſame necellt- 
ty of danger of cating and drinking 
unwortaily, as to the Church of Co- 
r1uth, Ttis true, their ignorance, and 
not diſcerning of the Lords body ree 
preſcnted by the inſtituted ſagns,was the 
cauſe of all their other miſcarriages. 

But ſome may ſay,Doth it not there- 
fore follow, that the ignorant amongſt 
us do neceſſarily run upon the ſame 
danger of miſcarriage ? 

I anſwer, we know they do not: 
for ours many of them rather erre on 
the other hand, by putting too much 
holineſſe in the conſecrated elements, 
then by uſing themas common things : 


L 
' 


| 


ſuch hath been the education of the - 


moſt every where, that they conceive 
this Sacramcnt to be a moſt holy ordi- 
nanceof God, appointed for the good 
of their ſouls. And therefore our of 
fear and reverence they do demean 
themiclvcs orderly, and regularly con- 
form 


d 


'-$- form to the externalsof the inttitucion. 


w 
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Had the Corinthians come up. to that 

| - conformity of Sacramencall ations, 
and, order that ours generally do, we 
fhould not have read of their .puniſh- 
ment for unworthy receiving (as I 
bumbly conceive) nor of their being 
urged {o to come: for that principall 
duty is not to be naw". though 
through careleſnelke the other be. 

Buc then (faith the Door) It is 4 

caftn to diſſwade men from doing their duty, 
be they never ſo vile. 

To whick I fay, the Dofor knowes 
there be other waies to reform ſuch 
enormities. He inſtances in perſwa- 

| ding to forbear dutics of homage and 
worlhip ; but not only Mr. H. but ma- 
ny other ſober Chriſtians, Miniſters, 
and others, judge that all the viſible 
ſubje&s of Chrifts Kingdome, are un- 
der the obligation of his commands ? 
Anddo this ig remembrance of me, is 
one not to bereſtcained to ſex, funRi- 
on orany particular relations ; but to 
be obſerved in common by all che bap- 
tized of years under Church indul- 
gence. And it the Dofor hath any 

thing further to ſay, that may give (a- 
o t1$- 
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_ tisfa&ion in that point, my ſelf and 
others will be very thankfull; 

9. AndſoI cometo the laſt Querie" fſ » 
propounded; namely, whether there 
beanything in the nature, Janguage,. 
ations or end of the Sacrament, in 
that place ofthe Corinths, or elſewhere, 
incongruous to the aftuall veceiving 
of the unregenerate in the Church, 

Betore T come to anſwer dire&ly to 
the Querie, I ſhall lay down thefe fix 
propotitions. - ft vide 

1. I conceive that Sacraments 'in'g 
nerall, and this in particular were in- 
ftiraced for the ſpiricuall/good of the 
viſible Church of Chriſt comprehen- | 
ſively taken,in which every particular 
member is included. 

2. That the vitible Church of Chriſt 
conſiſts of perſons regenerate and unre- 
generace, profefling the true religion, 
and their ſeed. | 

3. That the unrepenerate in the 
Church are the only proper and imine- | 
diate obje&s of the moſt fundamentall | | 
promiſes in the Goſpell Covenant, of | | 
the giving the firſt grace. 

4. That the whole adminiſtration of 
the Covenant b:longs to thoſe in the | « 
Church 'J* 


—_—_— 
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** Church, that are the immediate objedts 


of rhe abſolute promiſes in the Cove- 
nant; they being of years of diſcreti- 
on to afe the ſame, in order to the 
Lords putting the promiſes into exe 
cution and performance, 

5. That whom the promiſes of grace 
do reſpeR, to them the uſe of the Sa- 
craments do belong ; Sacraments be- 
ing vifible repreſentations of the death 
and bloud of Chriſt, on which thoſe 


"> promiſes of grace are founded, and by 


which they are confirmed. 

6. Thatthoſe in the Church arid of 
years, Whom we cannor' exclude from 
covenant relation, we may not exclude 
trom the- Sacraments, 'they being viſi- 
ble ſcales and pledges of Covenant love 
co that people that are in poſſeſſion of 
Covenant adminiftrations, of divine 
Ordinances, of worſhip,as ours are: 

Theſe being truths (as I conceive 


- they all are) I think it will follow, 


that there is nothing in the Word a- 
gainft the receiving of the unregenerate 
in the Church,being of years ofdiſcre- 
tion, and profeſling the true Religion 

The DoRor hath written very un- 
derſtandingly and informingly con- 
cexning 
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cerning the Covenant, and the man- ''$ 
ner how ir is ſealed ; and yet he fals off 
in his concluſions and applications,ex- » 
cluding, the unregenerate inthe Church 
from the Sacramentall ſeals, whom yet 
he allowes to be obje&ts of Covenant 
grace, ſaying that only the ele& and 
perſons effeftually called are the ob- 
je&s; and yet he intimates that the 
ele& gnregenerate are the objeC ofini- 
tiall gracez and that grace and faith 
be a part of the Covenant ſealed by the -, 
Sacrament : and yet he would not have 
thoſe receive that have not this faith 
and grace, though promiſed in the Co- 
venant and ſcaled in the Sacrament. || 

Bar it thecle@ before converſion be 
in the writing,and in the Church, then 
Sacraments ſeal to them : but donube- 
lefle God hath his ele&-to call in che 
Church,clſe we cannoetell where they 
are; if not under the ordinary means 
of their calling. And therefore there 
can be no danger ini ſealing that part of || at 
the Covenant to ſuch. And doth not | a 
the Do&or himſelf and others a&tac- | ir 
cordingly in adminiftring the ſeal in |} fc 
Baptiſme ? Are they within the Co- || th 
venant then by vertue ofa vilible pro- of 
feſhon .þ». 
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'&- feffion in their parents, and upon thar 


account ſealed with the Sacrament ot 


\|,-Baptiſme; and yer grown to years de- 


nyed the fame fcal of whe Supper? It 
they had right then; how comes it to 
paſſe they have none now ? The Do- 
Aor ſaith, Becauſe of their antifeilerall 
wickedneſſe, they prejudice themſelves, and 
deprive them{elves of covenant right : and 
that thoſe that are inthe ſtate of nataregare 
out of the Coven it, and the greſly ignorant 
aof!© ſuch, Ec And therefore to be denied th: 
ſacramenta!} $:al. 

To which I anſwer, It's hard to ſuch, 
that any born in the Church of Chri- 
\ ſtian Parents, they concinuing to up- 
hold an externall profeſſion of the rruc 


ofthoſe promiſes in the Church, char 
I D 


Religion, are ouc of the Covenant, 
how ignorant or wicked ſo ever they 
be. For if there be a more immediate 
objet of rhoſe promiſes of giving rhe 
firſt grace, in rhe Chacch, where” the 
ordinary means of working that grage 
are, then perſons in the ſtate of nature, 
and unregenerate in the Church are the 
immediate objeC of thoſe promiſes be- 
fore others out of the Church. Bur 
there is'a preſent and immediate obje& 


are 
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are under covenant ordinances ; except 
the day of Gods giving the firſt grace 
be paſt in the Church. Theretore thoſe, 
in the Scate of nature and unregenerate ' 
in the Church, ace the preſent and moſt 
immediate obje&t of thoſe promilcs 
in the Covenant of Gods giving the 
firſtgrace. As for thoſe in the Church 
that bave the firſt grace already, they 
cannot be the proper objeds ot ir in 
the promiſe : and thoſe that are out of 
the Church, not having the ordinary 
means of putting thoſe promiſes into 
performance, cannot be the preſent and 
moſt immediate, or moſt likely obje&s, 
For as touching the ſtate of Paga- 
niſme, the Apoſtle intimates plainly, 
T hat they are ſtrangers from the Covenants of 
promiſe, without hope, and without Ged in 
the world, Epheſ: 2. 12. Therefore the 
unregenerate in the Church, are the 
preſent and moſt proper obje&s of 
thoſe promiſes, and conſequently of 
Sacraments that ſcal to the truth o 
thoſe promiſes. And for thoſe that will 
not allow men in the fate of nature 
and unregenerate, to be of the Church, 
they will allow the Covenant a full ob- 
jet in the Church, And for particu- 
larsf» 
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J.. lar {ins and perſonall miicarriages in 


the Church, we are to make no dif- 
, ference in the regenerace and, unrege- 
nerate, there being the ſamie rule to 
guide us' in dealing with both. But 
let none miſtake nie, when I ſay the 
unregenerate in the Church are the 
immediate and proper obj«Cts of the 
promiſes of the firſt grace, I do not 
mean that all ſuch inthe Church muſt 
neceſſarily have that grace given them ; 
but ſuch there are in the viable Church, 
which -by nature are as bad as any 
others, and in no. conlideration dit- 
fer from the worſt of men conſidered 
in themſelves; but are fimple finners 
Wholly loſt wich the reſt of fallen 
mankinde: That which makes the 
difference is out of themſelves; it's 
the meer good will and pleaſure of 
him that worketh all chings after the 
counſell of his own will; giving grace 
to whom . he will, of thoſe that in 
| all reſpeRts are equall. in fin and milſc- 
. Iy. So that when we ſhall come to 
judge of perſons in the Church, un- 
der the moſt evident charaQters of un- 
regeneracy; yet we may not exclude 
them from being objets of covenanc 
D 2 grace 


and pledges of that grace and mercy, 


during their abode in the Church, and |, 
the Churches indulgence toward them. * 


In a word, nothing excludes from co- 
venant relation, bat the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt (which I fear many 
of our blaſphemous Sefaries are guil- 
ty of ) and poſitive unbelief, ſach as 
was in the hardned and obftinate Jewes; 
who denyed the holy One, and true 
Meſſiah ſent among them ; obftinacy 
and Apoſtaſic in the juſtly excommu- 
nicated, renouncing the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, hating to be reformed by the 
Churches ceniuresz theſe things ex- 
clude,and norhing elſe. And this might 
ſuffice for anſwer to the Querie, buc 
] ſhall adde two 'or three arguments 
More. 19. 

1. The very nature of the Sacra- 
menit of the Supper is a viſible Gofpell, 
repreſenting Chriſt crucified” to fight 


and all the other ſenſes, by- inſtituted 


ſigns, which more ordinartfly 4s car- 
ryed to the ear by the word but in 
this all the ſenſes are made the inlets 
to the ſoul, carrying the knowledge of 
Chriſt crucified to the underſtanding 
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grace and mercy ; nor from the ſeals. 
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heart and conſcience. And I think the 

|, unregenerate in the Church, have as 

T much need of being raughe Chriſt cru- 
cifted,by the vifable figns, as any others : 
and they have as much need of the 
benefit and advantage of their outward 
ſenſes, as the regenerate, and more, 
they being more dull and flow of 
ſpirit to underſtand or to be affe&ted 
with the meaning and end of this ſer- 
ice then they are. 

2. The main end of this ſervice, is 
to keep a continuall freſh remembrance 
of the death of Chriſt, and . that ſatis- 
faction made by him; by which all 
the ſame. bleſſings of the Covenant are 
procured to fallen man : Chriſts blond 
was ſhed for many, for remiſſion of fins ; 
that he might gather into one the chil- 
dren of God, fcattered abroad in all 
the world, and in all ages of the world, 
is the end of his death, Foh. 11.52. 
And the Sacrament is to be obſerved 
in remembrance of that by al} thoſe 
that profeſſe hope of being ſaved 
through the merits of his death ; which 
the unregenerate in the Church do, 
and cannot be excluded from the 

© ,f,number of thoſe many Chriſt ſhed his 
I: D 3 bloud 


The Bar to free Admiſſion T 


5 
Dn — " 


bloud for : and theretore it is proper 
for ſuch to remembers the death of 


Chriſt,in order to their ſpiritual good, ' 


whom we cannot exclude from being 
the ſheep hedied for. 

3. The aftions of taking, eating 
and drinking are naturall a&ions 
of the body, in reference to thoſe 
ſpiricuall ends the inſticucion direCts 
us to, the which aQtions the unregene-- 


rate are in a naturall and rationa)l 


capacity to performe externally as th 
Word requires. Though the DoCtor 


be pleaſed ro judge them altogether 


uncapable, as not having a hand to 
take, he making faith the hand, which 
he faith they have not; which indeed 
is true of the unregenerate :' but is he 
able to prove, that by the a of taking 
and cating expreſt in the inſtitution is 
meant the a& of faith? I rather con- 
ceive it one thingamong many other: 
he takes for granted, which would 
ive better ſatisfa&tion, to hear ſound- 
y proved by the Word, then to leave 
us meerly to credit the diftates of 
men 
4. The language of Sacraments runs 
in generall and jadefinit termes, This 
cup 
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| Eup is the New Teſtament in my bloud, 
ſhed for many for the remiſſion of fins, 
* drink ye all of it; ſo ſaith Matthew 
and Mark; indeed Lyke and Paw re- 
ſtrain the word many, to you, as be- 
ing a part ofthat many in the judge- 
ment of charity ; and io Paul judges of 
the Corinthians. 
I doubt nor but if the Doftor exa- 
mine the inſtitution well, he may fir-de 
nough to warrant a forbearance of 
@®rhat particular *application in the de- 
livery of the Sacrament, which he ſo 
- much urges in his Book. I cannot . 
| finde in Scripture language any ſuch 
thing as he makes giving and recci-Paz. ,.,, 
ving to be. What dangeris there of 
confirming the unregenerate in pre- 
ſumption, it they take and cat in re- 
membrance ot Chriſts death? Who 
have more need of remembring the 
death of Chriſt, then they that muſt 
periſh forever, dying without the ſa- 
ving benefits thereof ? Who have more 
need of thoſe gracious tenders of lite & 
favour, then ſuch in the Church ? For 
1s not regenerating grace a benefit that 
comes by the death of Chriſt ? And is 
is I, not remiſſion of fins a benefit that comes 
18 D 4 by 


40 


$— 


* The Bar to free Admiſſion 


— ———— —— CO — —————— — — et Im nn > OO ———————_———— 


by the death of Chriſt? And —_ 


Chriſt and all his benefits exhibited by 


” 
9, 


thoſe outward figns? And doth not \Þ 


that inclade or tuppoſe a proper ſub- 
j:C& of thole benefts preientz which 
the unregenerate and unpardoned in the 
Church are? What incongruity is 
there inall this? Belides, it ſounds ve- 
ry harſh in the Charch, ro exclude 
this ordicance of Chriſt from being 
a renewing and a converting ordi- 
nance,or a means of renewing and cons 
verting grace tothe unregenerate, they 
being the moſt proper objeAs of that 


grace, as It is he}d forth in the promiſes, | 
tor the putting of which into executi- | 


on, all the ordinances ſeem to be ſub- 
{crvient. 

Again, that 'one main end of the 
work of the Miniſtry is the converiion 
of ſouls, none will deny ; -andI think 
none .can exempt any effentiall part 


of that work from being a means ſub- 


ſervient to this end; and if no effen- 
tiall part can be exempted, then not 
this of adminiftring this Sacrament of 
the Supper, which none can deny to be 
an effenciall or neceſſary part of the 
Miniſters work in rcterence to the goon 
0 
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"'#*<of ſouls. That ordinance in the Church 


ot 

Jy that was inſtituted to ſhew forth the 
ot \$* death of Chrift till he come, is a 
D- means of converſion. But the Sacrament 
:h is an ordinance in the Church inftituted 
he to ſhew torth the death of Chriſt ull 
is he come. Therefore the Sacrament is 
e- a means of converſion. What may more 
le ſtrongly move a linner to convert 
1 then the death of Chiiſt, which fers 
I- | forth the hainouinciie of fin, the 


= wretched condition of the ſinner in 
y | himſelf, without Chriſt, and yet a pol- 
IC {ibility of ſalvation by Chriſt? 

þ Thirdly, The word and prayer(con- 
- $ fcſſedly means of converſion) are fo ne- 
= celfary to the right adminiſtration of 


[a there is no Sacrament; and therefore 
N to deny the Sacrament to be a means 
* of converiton, is todeny the Word and 
' Prayer to be a means of converfion; un- 
- lefſe wetthall fay that the adding of the 
- inſtituted tigns to the Word and Prayer 
- hinders the power and efficacy of them 
e 

: 

| 


from their intendedend; ſo that though 
the Ward and Prayer be means of con- 
verfion out of the adminiftration ofthe 

Sacrament, yet in it they are not. 
"And whcreasthe DoRor faith, There 
PP 


the inftitured ſigns, that without them 
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is no promiſe made to that Ordinance, inthat © 
reſpe@ : it is eaſily anſwered : for there 
is a promiſe of Chriſts preſence in 
every ordinance, Mat. 28. 20. Beſides, 
Precepts and Promiſes are relatives ; 
in Pcecepts we are to underſtand Pro- 
miſes included, and in Promiſes Pre- 
cepts are underftood, Ag finners are 
to {eck God while he may be found, 
and to call upon him while he is neer ; 
ſo they muſt ſeek him where he will 
be found. As we may not exclude the * 
mercifu!l preſence of Chriſt from the 
Sacrament ; ſoneither may we exclude 
ſinners in the Church trom ſeeking 
Chriſt there. We know not but that 
a wiliull or carelefſe negle& of this 
one duty of worſhip and homage, may 
hinder a bleſſing from all the reſt : as 
he chat turns his ear from the Law, 
his prayer ſhall be abominable. 

But when the Dofor cannot with 
any clearneſſe anſwer the argument ' 
ro ſatisfation, he would evade it, by 
allowing all preſence at the admini- 
ſtration which he ſaith js profitable, 
and anſwers the end pleaded for, &c. 

r. And indeed in that his device 
Church members of years are beholding 
to him for his charity in allowing them ' 


as 
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as much priviledge in order to the 
Sacrament,as be allowes to infidels, and 
the excommunicated. 

2. If that bare preſence anſwer that 
end, then much more aQuall recet- 
ving, having the advantage of more 
of their bodily ſenſes, then meerly to 
be ſpeQators: and I think that in 
yeclding this. he hath granted the argu- 
ment z and his putting the queſtion to 
aCtuall receiving,is not to any purpoſe z 
becauſe the a& of receiving abſtraCted 
from word and prayer, neceſſary eſ- 
ſentials to the very being of the ordi- 
nance, is but a civill thing only: 
And therefore the whole muſt goe to- 
gether to make up that ſervicez and 
his queſtion is betide the queſtion. Ic 
is ſufficient ro prove the argument, 
- that the whole adminiſtration be bleſ- 
ſed to that end; as Mr. H. ftates the 
queſtion. But what devices do men 
finde out in pretence of advancing Sa- 
craments ? Some exc)ude all Infants, 
others ſome Infants in the Church. 
The papiſts will give the Sacrament 
but in one kinde ; many among us in 
neither kinde. The Door will al- 
low all preſence at the Sacrament : 


they 


Re 
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they may hear and ſee, but they may © 
nor taſte; they may not take and eat 
according to the Commandement, 

But why will he allow all to be pre- 
ſent ? Why, becauſe preſence may convert, 
but auall receiving not, becanſe naturall men 
being preſent, may get good without that 
frnue which they are in danger of by unwor- 
thy receiving ; but by their receiving they 
can reccive no benefit ; but do prejudice theme 
ſelves by their unworthy receiving, beſides 
their being guilty of murdering Chriſt. And 
ſhall we think, that that aff, wherein 
they eat and drink judgement to them|elves, 
ſpall be jo bleſſed of God, as to become a 
means of converſton to them, &c. And be- 
ſfedes, becauſe the committing of ſome greſſe 
and ſcandalous ſinne, is made by God an oc- 
cajion of conv.rſion; ſha!l any take warrant 
therefrom to commit ſcandalow ſins, &c. 

To all which 1 anſwer, That all 
which he hath to that purpoſe is ar- 
gued from meer midakes, he taking 
tor granted all along, that the unre- 
generate in the Church, do neceffari- 
Iy eat and drink unworthily in the 
Apoſtles ſenſe; whereas I conceive the 
contrary hath been already fully de- 
clared, And therefore it would be wo, 
| I 


we ya bis Day FAY bn ye 0 ab. 


as ws 6s au © E Be 


"By PRIIF"Y p A P—_ _— —J Aw 


t0'the Lords Supper removed, 


* 3 would {ec his miſtake, and alter 
his pardon, thee others might not 
, be in- danger of being miſled by him. 
In the mean time what he hath char- 
ged Mr. H. with in point of excommu- 
nication untruly, may be retort<d up- 
on himſtlt juſtly, I: z 4 cruel aſſertion, 
a bloudy tenent, &c. And that not only 
in his depriving many ſouls of che 
bencfit 'and ſpirituall good of {fo blet- 
| fed an" ordinance ; but in his detra- 
,Fting alfo from the goodneſſe, grace 
and power of Gad in that ordinance ; 
as it Chriſt had appointed ir in the 
Church, rather for the hurt, then for 
the ſpirituall good: of his viſible ſub- 
je&s, they partaking thereot conformly 
according to their: preſent capacity, 
Butthen (faith the Door) If it be Objed. 
a convering, ordinance, we ma) adminiſter 
the Sacrament to the Heathen to convert 
them to. Chriſtianity ; for if it will convert 
_ thote inthe Church that bave but the form, 
to the power of Keligion/ then it will ſure 
convert the Heathen (at leaſt) to the form : 
if it will do the greater, much more the 
leſſer. 1 
To this Ianſwer, That an argument Solution. 
drawn from the greater to the leflery 
muſt 
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muſt be ot things of the ſame kinde, and Mt 


ſo of men under an equall capacity, 
elſe ic will not hold. I can throw a 
ſtone over a houſezcan I therefore throw 
a feather : this is lefſe then the other, 
and yet - though the ſame arme and 
ſtrength be pur forth, it will not do 
it. The fallacy of the argument lies 
in this, That there is not the ſame ca- 
pacity of receiving good by the Sacra- 
ment in both : the formall profeſſing 
Chriſtian is not in ſuch an incapacity 


of receiving good by that ordinance | 


as the Heathen are? We know that 
to Heathens,that never heard of Chriſt, 
or at leaſt do not acknowledge him 
their redeeming Lord, ſo as to come 
under his Lawes, no not ſo much ag 
Baptiſme, the outward elements ''are 
but meer civill things. And they 


might be eaſily perſwaded to take and 
eat of thoſe elements of Bread and 
Wine, in order to the good of their 


bodies, but not for the good of their 
ſouls, before they own Chriſt to be 
their Lord, Redeemer and Saviour ; 
till then they know not what theſe 
things mean. But thoſe among us, 
educated in the true Religion, do ac- 


knows. 
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- knowledge Chriſt cheir redeeming 
Lord; anG they do know in ſome 
meaſure ' what theſe things of Gcd 
mean : ſothat the Sacrament inan og- 
dinary way, may work ſome proper 
effe& upon the one, but can have none 
upon the other without a miracle. 
Beſides, it is clear enough, that as no 
uncircumciſed perſons were to enter in- 
to the SanRuary, or to eat of the Paſle- 
over ; ſo no unbaptized perſon is to 

opartake of the boly Supper in that 
Communion. Were there the like 
ground of denying the Sacrament to 
the ignorant and ſcandalous perſons 
under Church indulgence, that there is 
of denying it to infidels; this con- 
troverſie had been at an end before this 
time. It cannot be denyed, but ex- 
communication is appointed in the 
Chaurch,rto convert and reduce the ob- 
ſtinate and wilful finners therein : doth 

. it therefore follow, that we may <x- 
erciſe this means of converſion to Hea- 
thens out of the Church ? What can 
be more abſurd 2 Nay, what have we 
to do to judgethem that are without? 
1 Cor. 5. 12. The Door knowes well 
enough, that different premiſes will 

| not 
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not bear the ſame conclufions: and.-F- 
the truth is, tor want of making pre- 
miſes equall, according to Scripture 
preſidents, we have run upon falfe con- 
clattons : to inſtance in ſome. 

I. Becauſe we knde in Scripture the 
diftin&tion of beleever and unbelcever, 
nſed to diſtinguiſh che Church from the 
World, how commonly is the ſame 
uſcd ro make a diſtintion in the 
Church amongſt us who in Scripture 
ſ{enle are all beleevers ; for it is evidenta 
that an unbelcever ? in the' Scripture 
ſenle, is either a Pagan infidell, or an 
unbelceving Jew that abſolutely re- 
nounces Chriſt, under the notion of a 
falſe Chriſt, a deceiver, a devill, 8c. 
refafing to obey his Lawes, or-to ex- 
pe& ſalvation by him. 

2. Becaule we finde that theſe 'unbe- 
leevers are under-wrath, Aliens from the 
common-wealth of Ijrael, ſtrangers- ty the 
C:v2nants of promiſe, without hope, and. 
without God in the werld. Epheſ. ' 2. 12. 
Which was true of the Epheſians before 
they received the Goſpell; that there- 
fore the unregenerate in the Church, 
are under the ſame condition, though 
they belecve in a trac ſenſe (though 

not * 
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-hot fincerely) and are under the Co- 
venant; and perſons to whom the 
«adoption, and the giving of the Law, 
and the ſervice of God pertains, as 
once to the Jewes, Ron. 9. 4, 34: fin- 
ding warrant in' the word to feparate 
from the Infidell and idolatrous world 
CR in matter of worſhip) there- 
re: they conclude, we muſt ſeparate 
our ſ(elyes from the unregenerate in the 
Church. 
* 4. Becauſe we finde, that ſome be- 
levers have by their unworthy and 
undecent behaviour; in time of admi- 
nitration, profaned the Sacrament to 
their own perill and judgement ; there- 
fore we conclude, Firſt, That thoſe 
whoſe perſons are unworthy (as not 
being regenerate) eat and drink un- 
worthily. Secondly, That ſome other 
unworthy ations of Chriſtians com- 
mitted before their comming to the 
Sacrament, renders them uncapable of 
worthy receiving; and conſequently 
renders them liable co judgemenc 
therein. 
5+ Becauſe we finde in the Scripture, 
ſome excommunicated for foul and 
ſcandalous fins, and blaſphemous opi- 
E nions; 
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opinions; therefore we conclude we-ſf-- 
may exerciſe Church cenſures tor any 
fin, even for omiſſion of ſuch duties 
as are. dubious whether injoyned in 
the word or no ; but have done with 
theſe falſe concluſions. 

There is one objeftion more which 
the Do&or makes againſt Mr. H. Free 
Admiſſion; to which I defire to ſpeak 
ſomething. 

The obje&ion is this. That My. H, 
Free Admiſſion ſtrengthens the hands of the 
wicked, by promiſing them lies in the Name 
of the Lord; and makes ſad the hearts of 
the righteous, whom God would not have 
made ſad, by their ' profaning the ordi- 
nance, Ec. Andthis be endevours to back 
with the language .of the Sacrament, or 
words wbich the Miniſter uſes in the deli- 
vering, of the Sacrament to particular per- 
ſons : by bis words and attion, giving and 
tendring Chriſt and all bis benefits of grace 
and glory to the wicked, as well as to the 
godly 3 the which grace and plory the Sacra« 
ments are appointed to aſſure and confirm ,&c. 
IW hen as in the preaching of the word it ix 
farre otherwiſe ; the Miniſter therein not 
diſpenſirg the ſame to all alike 3 but prea« 
ching ccmfort to whom comfort belongs, 

aul 
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| wnd ferrowr to whom terrour belongs, &c. 

I ſhall in anſwer to this objeQion, $9/ur; 
promiſe ſeverall things. 

I. That Sacraments are of no other 
fignifcation then what they are ap» 
pointed to lignifie by the Word. 

2. That what Sacraments fignifie, 
that only they do neccflarily ceach,and 
nothing cl(e. | 

3. That the ſubje& of Sacramentall 
teaching, or that which they chief] 

"reach, is Chriſt crucified, together wir 
all che benefits chat come thereby to 
the viable Church, included in that 
particular bleſſing of remiſſhon of 
ſinnes. . 

4. That the main end of the whole 
ſervice, is to bear in our mindes a con- 
tinuall remembrance of the death of 
Chriſt; the mericing and procuring 
cauſe of all grace and glory beſtowed 
upon baptized man. 

' 5. That the Adminiftration of the 
. Sacrament, is appointed in the Church 
as well to be a means of grace, as a 
pledge to affure thereof, 

To all this adde what hath been faid 
before concerning the unregenerate, in 

order to the I z andchen make 
2 It 
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or adminiftration of the Sacrament, 
to the wicked or unregenerate, remai- 
ning in the Church, doth ftirengthen 
the hands of the wicked more then the 
Word may do; or promiſe them lies in 
the name of the Lord. I grant that 
falſe conclufions and applications may 
be drawn from the trueſt premiſes in 
the Word : and fo likewiſ: from the 


uſe of the Sacrament, through miſtake, 


of our ſelves : but irdoth not there- 
fore follow, that the Word or Sacra- 
ment promiſeth lies to the hearer or 


receiver; when through an ignorant + 


deceitfull heart, they miſapply the 
Word or Sacrament. For there are 
generall cruths held forth indefinitely 
to all in both, though all do not right- 
ly apply the ſame. And the very ſame 
that is ſaid ofthe Sacrament, may be 
truly ſaid of the Word, as to the par- 


ticular in hand, when rightly diſpen- 


fed to men in the Church. 

Is not this the great, and moſt true 
aſſertion of the Goſpell, worthy to be 
received of all men, That 7eſas Chriſt 
came into the world to (ave fanners, 1 Tim.1. 


15. Andalſoto ſeckand bo ſave that which | 
# , 
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it outhe that can, that the language 
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|þ -- is loſt, to call to repentance, to juſtifre 'the 
> wngodly, and to die for enemies, who yet in 
, other places are called ſh:ep, his Church 
4 axdfriends, according to Gods eleRing 


love and gracious purpoſe ? And is 
not this Goſpell to be preached* to 
every creature, in order to the wor- 
king and effefting theſe ends of grace 
and ſalvation in ſuch as are finners ab- 
ſolutely, and loſt in themſelves, and 
hmply ungodly ? And dare any ſay, 
:this is to promiſe lies to the ungodly 
and finners in the Church, and ſo to 
ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked, 
that they may not return from their 
wickedneſſe > And what is the Sacra- 
ment given and received, but a viſible 
repreſentation of the death of Chriſt, 
and fatisfa&tion made by him for fin- 
ners, toputus in remembrance of al 
this 3 and which opens-a door of hope 
to all in generall, and a peculiar 


. comfort to them that can from their 


experience of grace received (with Paul) 


apply this to themſelves : Chriſt came 


into the world to ſave ſinners, whereof 1 
am chief, 1 know what is uſual- 
ly put in againſt this generall aſſertion 


ofthe Goſpell, limiting the ſame to 


= - peni- 
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penitent fanners, ſenhble of their being-.. 
loft, and of being enemies, 8&c. Bur | 
doubtleſſe out of ſome miſtake; and 4 
ſuch as doth refle& ſomewhat upon 

the publick Miniftery(to which I would 

not beany way in the leaſt degree inju- 
rious) but becauſe ſuch like quotati- 

ons in Mr. H. are excepted againſt by 

the reverend Do&or; I ſhall crave 

Jeaveto expreſk ſome of my thoughts 

in vindication of him. 

The DoAor faith, Chriſt came not to, 
call the righteow, that is, ſuch as think 
themſelves ſo, but ſinners to repentance, that 
is, ſaith be, [ach ſinners that are ſenſible 
of their ſinfulneſſe, ſick and loſt, &rc. But 
| will notthis then follow, that all na- 
| turall men, dead in treſpaſſes and fins, 
| thinking themſelves righteaus, whole, 
and in the right way, and that they 
have need of nothing (with the Laodi- 
ceans) not knowing that they are 
wretched and miſerable, poor, and 
blinde, and naked,are out of the num- 
ber Chriſt came to call; and fo by 
conſequence he came to call noneat all; 
becayicall by nature are ſinners under 
the forementioned . Charaters and 
black qualification of inſenfibleneſle -w 
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Cf themſelves. And theretore the Doors 
| *$*lcnſcisnot like to. be the true ſenſe and 
4 | meaning, For we know what coun- 
{ell Chriſt gives tothe Laodiceans, who 
were ſuch conceited ſenſlefle finners, 
| Rev. 3.18. And how that he gives lite 
Y | to quicken them that are dead in fins and 
, treſpaſſes, Ephel. 2.1. Andis ſent to give 
repentance to the loſt ſbeep of the houſe of 
Iirael, and remifion of fins, AQ. 5.31. 
k For to ſay he gives repentance to rhe 
- penitent, and "life to the living, (as 

hedoth ifthe Dofors ſenſe be right) 
is notthe ſenſe of the Goſpel], nor in* 
deed a truth in its proper ſenſe, without 
the advancing of the power of nature 


D 
7 "oO 


"> | too high. And therefore ſuch ſupernatu- 
"> |! rall conditions or qualifications are not 
Y Þ|© required to put perſons intoa capacity 
'” |f of receiving the benefits of the Goſpell 
$ Covenant: it being the ſupernatural be- 


nefits and bleſſings of the Covenant that 
make any to be ſuch. It's true, ſuper- 
"4 naturall grace precedes glory ; and the 
” | firſt grace precedes the growth and in- 
creaſe therein : buc it is naturall de» 
pravity, (infulneſſe and miſery that ne- 
ceſſarily precedes the firſt ſaving, grace ; 
'F fo thatthat cannot be a condition of 
| E 4 - the 


{fin and miſery, and high thoughts of 
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the firſt grace, that is either the firſt” 
grace it ſelf, or growth therein. The 
Covenant in this caſe is abſolute and 
incondicionall : but then 1 conceive 
the '/Covenan: : to ibe: conditionall in 
other reſpefts, in an-eafie and favoura- 
ble ſenſe thus. The tenour of .the 
Goſpell, to people that never yet. Im- 
braced nor owned the Dofrine and 
ordinances of the Goſpel], runs thus, 
He that bel:cves ſhall be ſaved; but the 
wrath of Got abides upon thoſe nations, peo- 
ple and perſons, that either have not the 
Goſpellin the tender of it, or being tendred 
receive it uot. But thoſe that upon the 
tender receive the Gofpell, ſo as to cre- 
dit the truth thereof, and willingly 
come under the lawes and worſhip in- 
Joyned, forſaking all falſe religions, 
and joyn with the profeſſors of the 
trae, ſuch are reckoned for beleevers, 
and come nnder the promiſes of grace 
and glory upon that account. And 
therefore the Apoſtle ſends falutations 
to af/ that inevery place call upon the name 
of the Lord, both theirs and ours; and he 
applies that of the Prophet in this caſe, 
Whoſoever ſhall call on the Name of tbe 
Lord, ſhall be ſaved, 1 Cor. 1, 7. Rom. 

| IO, 13. 


tothe Lords Supper removed. 


10. 13. Thar is, ſuch people are under 
the promiſes of ſalvation, in oppoſiti- 
on to thoſe that call not upon the 
Name of Chrift Jeſus the Lord art all; 
as Jer. 10.25. Pour out thy fury uponthe 
Heatben that know thee not, and upon the fa- 
milies that call not on thy Name. 1 look 
upon beliect of the truth as the only 
means of ingrafting the unbelceving 
Jew or Gentile into the true Olive or 
vihble Church of Chriſt, out of which 
is no ſalvation; becauſe they have not 
the. ordinary means of attaining the 
ſame. And where the means is, the 
Word profits not, when it is not mixt 
with faith in them that hear it. The 
Jew beleeved not the truth of the Go- 
{pell at all : And he that comes to God l 
muſt beleeve in the firſt place, that God Heb.11.8. | 
1, and then,that be is a bountifull rewarder | 
of them that diligently ſeek bim. - 

And thac leads meto the next thing, 
namely, to conceive of all thoſe that 
are in externall covenant with God, in 
regard of their being in poſſefſion of zhe 
Divine oracles and ordinances, pre- 
cepts and promiſes, that all ſuch are 
underall the commands of Jeſus Chrift: 
and the obſeryance of thoſe commands 
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| ſeems- to me to be the condition of the 


Goſpell, and the grace thereof to-be 
attained unto in the uſe of inſtituted 
means, and wayes appointed by Jeſus 
Chriſt inordertothat end. And I do 
alſo conceive that not only halt _ 
ſes, and, It may bees, but whole pro- 
miles ſeem to reſpe& perſons in the 
Church, doing but the morall,reaſona- 
ble and externall duties. Arke and ye ſpall 
receive, knock and it ſball be opened unto you, 
ſeek and ye ſhall finde. If you that are evill 
know bow to give good things to your children, 
much more will your heavenly Father give the 
Spirit to them that agke it, even to them 
that have ienot ? Hear ye deaf, and ſee ye 
blinde,that ye may (ee.Ifa.42.18.And again, 
hear and thy ſoul ſhall live. 1ſa.5 5.3. Cedjeto 
do cvill, learn to do well: and then come and 
{et us reaſon together ; though your fins be as 
ſcarlet, they ſhal/ be white as ſnow ; though 
they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. 
T{a.i- 16,17,18, Andafter the Lord was 
pleaſed to expreſs the greateſt freeneſs of 
his grace to the houſe of Iſrael, in pro- 
miling to give to thema new heart, and 
to put his ſpirit in them, and to make 
them his people, he addes, yet will I be 
required of for this by the bouſe of Ijracl , n 
n 
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ED it for them, Ezek. 56, 26,27, 28, 37. 


And as the Lord hath made many 
promiſes ro the uſe of means, ſo the 
uſe of means is ordinarily ſuccefſefull 
and blefſed ro attainment of grace. I do 
not ſay, that any by the uſe of means 
deſerve grace, or that God is bound to 
give grace to all uſe of means,or that he 
gives grace to any for the uſe of means 
and reaſonable ſerving of God. The 
bleſſing of grace is promiſed and alſo 
given freely according tothe good plea- 
ſure of Gods own will. And both the 
means & the bleſſing upon the means is 
a fruit of Chriſts purchaſe by his bloud. 

The like may be ſaid of thoſe in 
whom the promiſes of the firſt grace are 
performed : they ought diligently to 
apply themſelves to the uſe of all good 
means, and walk in all holy waies of 
Chriſtian obedience,for further growth 
and increaſe therein. All men ſtand 
bound to imploy all their abilities, and 
to put forth themſelves in all reall en- 
devours to improve their talents, ci- 
ther of common or generall endow- 
ments, or more peculiar bleſſings of ſu- 
pernaturall grace, according to the ad- 
vantages and opportunities given _ 
an 
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and ſhall be accountebleto their Lord -.;F..: 


for them : this is'the tenour of Scri- 
pture, and thus man is bound to doz 


whether God give the bleſſing or no; 


dutics belong to man, the iſſue is the 


Lords : man is bound to him,but he is 
free to do whatſoever he pleaſeth in 
heavenand in earth, And yet it's true 


alſo that the promiſes of cternall glo- . 


xy and bleſſedneſſe, belong only to 


choſe that are attually juſtified and , 
ſanQifeds and do patiently continue | 
za- weldoing, Rom. 2.7. And this] 


think is neither Antinomianiſmnor Pe- 
lagianiſm ; but the tenour and ſcope of 
the Covenant of grace to man. So then 
if we confider men under fin and miſc- 


ry, being in the Chucch, they are un- 


der the commands ofthe Goſpel, which 


juſtifies their obſervance of thoſe com- 
mands, in hope of a bleſſing. And ac- 
cording to promiſes in that particular 


caſe, theunworthy gueſle in the para» | 


ble,was not ſentenced tor his being un- 
worthy, and without the wedding gar 
ment when he was commanded to 
come to the feaſt (for ſo were all that 
were bidden as well as he) but his par- 
taking of the Goſpell, and having li- 


berty - 
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''} berty to fit down, and cat of every 


diſh of that faſt of fat things, and yet 


* at the end of the feaſt, being tound to 


be one not having a wedding garment ; 
this was damning ; and for this he was 
ſentenced to be bound hand and foor, 


 andto becaſt into utter darkneſs, where 
| | fall beweeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
| Mat. 22.11,12, 13. This is a place uſu- 


ally miſapplyed: for it proves no 
more then this, That of thoſe that 
have the advantage of Goſpell admi- 
niftrations, ſome may and do periſh,tor 
not having the grace of the Goſpell. 
Many are called, but few are choſen. Bat this 


by the way; I will recurn to the other 


part of the obje&ion made by the Do- 
Ror againſt Mr. H. free admiſſion, 
which is this, namely, That it makes [ad 
the hearts of the godly, to ſee the ordinance 
profaned, &c. 8 
To which I anſwer, Why ſhould the 


| hearts of the godly be made fad,becaute 


unregenerate perſons join with them 
in duties of homage and worſhip, and 
are willing to join with them in the 
uſe of the Word and Prayer as weil as 
the Sacrament, as means of a bleſling ? 


INENR 
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men and finners are objects of Redem- 
ption, Covenant bleſſings and mercy ? 
{hall the eye of any be evill, becauſe 
God is good, in ſending Chrift into 
the world to fave finners ? Should not 
all remember that they themſelves were 
ſuch, though now through free grace 
they be waſhed, and ſanRitied and juſti- 
fied. Chriſtians that are partakers of 
this grace, are all this by vertue of 
Ele&ing love, Redemption and Cove- 
nant grace. None of us by nature, 
were any better then our fellow finners. 
It was the meer good pleaſure of God 
in Chriſt, that hath made us to differ. 
And what have any that they have nor 
received,and that in the uſe of the ſame 
ordinary means, you ftomach at in o- 
thers your fellow finners? Where would 
you have Gnners to ſeek Chrift Jeſus 
but in the Temple ? Where ſhall they 
finde him, but where he is? Chrift bids 
all that will come and take of the true 
bread and water of life freely, Rey. 22: 
17. Hedoth no where diſcourage any 
fromcoming to him. O that Miniſters 
would rather woo (inners, and ſeek by 
all fairneſſe and love to draw them to 
wait upon Chriſt in the way of all his 
Or- 
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cauſleſly, upon miſtake, to diſcourage 
them, and take them off. from endevou- 
ring after their duty of remembring the 
love of Chriſt, in his laying down his 
life for finners ! but I muſt contra&. 

But then ſajesthe DoGtor, If this be ſo, 
let all come pell-mell, and then where ix the 
reformation ſo much indevoured after of 
late 2 

To this I anſwer, That if by com- 
ing all pell-mell, be meant all, chough 
they come to mock at, or openly to 
abuſe the ordinance, I fay it doth no 
way follow from what I have aſſerted, 


.nor from any thing Mr. H. hath faid. 


For he hath very well ftaced the queſtj- 
on, and excepted infants, difirated and 
juſtly excommunicated perſons; and 
theſe being excepted, ithe or I ſay, let 
all come that will, I think it neither 
to be ablurd nor dangerous ; ſeeing 


- that Chriſt, when he offers himſelf, and 


the thing ſignified in the Sacrament, 
ſaith, Let bim that 5 athirſt come ; and 
whoſoever will, let him take the water ef life 
freely, Rev. 22. 17, Why may not we ſay 
of all of years, under Church indu!- 
gence (whether Presbytered or gor 
| Prefs 
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" ordinances, in order to blefling ; then 


Ohjed. 


Solut, 
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Presbytered) they offering themſelves *F 
LO receive, are not to be denyed the Sa- 
crament tor ſuppoſed incapacity or un- 
worthineſſe? Belides, Mr. H. hath 
given a rationall account of his.own 
praQiſe, to acquit himſelt from fach 
reproachfull expreſſions, as are uſed 
againſt him,namely, That he hath done 
his utmoſt (de jure ) that all come pre- 
pared : And that none may charge him 
with arrogance, he modeſtly and hum- 
bly breaks out into this patheticall 
expreſſion. 

But woe i me,if Tjuſtifie my (elf, who am 
a man of unclean lips, and dwell among people 
of uncleanlips, eminent only in failings! By 


which words he doth nor detratt what Þ}f of, 
he had ſaid before, but only ſhewes, | 
that though ſuch were his frailey, thas Þ Þe 
he (as all other) failed and came ſhort |} for; 
In every duty, yet he had not willing- 5 
ly negle&cd or wholly omirted any || ofC 
duty in that reſpe&, which Chriſt re- {for 
quires of him. And fo whether Mr.H. Þ xp: 
or the Doftor ſavours moſt of pride 6 
and vanity, lctthe intelligent and ſober F to tl 
judge. lyp 

Now to the other part of the ob- Y mun 
jetion, namely, Where is the reformation | torn 
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+Þ- ſo long indevewred after, if we allow of ſuch « 
free admiſſion; 

] anſwer, 

1, I would learned men did more 
ſtudy by the right means, and in the 
right way to retorm a true Chutch la- 
bouring under ſome corruptions in 
Doftrine, | worſhip and diicipline 
which is our caſe. 

2. I would fain know whether the 
debarcing of Church members ot years, 
and nat excommunicated from the Sa» 
crament bea means of reforming ap- 
proved in the Word, 

3- Whether the want of diſcipline 
do juſtitie a totall negle& or ſuſpenſion 
of Sacraments,in order to reformation. 

4 Whether ſeparation in the Church 
be a good expedient to further the re- 
formation of the whole. 

5. Whether to aboliſh the effentials 
of Church diſcipline,in the uſe thereof 

K-for ſome exorbitant abuſes, be a good 
expedient to reform the thing. 

6. Whether denying the Sacrament 
ro thoſe whom the Church cannot juſt- 
ly proceed againſt, the poſitive excom- 
munication be any furtherance to re« 


tormation- | 
| | 7+ Whe- 
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. 7. Whether there can be any refor- 
mation ot the Church in that reſpe&, 
untill diſcipline be reftorcd, and uni- 
formly cxercitcd in the ſame; and it ſo, 
whether the Sacrament muſt be fuſpen- 
ded till then, and whether ir be any 
thing towards retormation' ſo to 
dove. 

8. Whether the very nature and be- 
ing of reformation in the viſble 
Church, Rands not only in the extcre 
nall contormity to the indiſputable 
Lawes of Chriſt' their head ; conſtrai- 
ning all to an uniformity thereunto. 
When theſe few queries are an{wered el- 
ther by the reverendDo@or,orany other 
that holds the Church of England a true 
conſtituted Church, as to its effentials 
and being; itI live, and God cnable 
me thereto, I may take occafion to make 
a further and more dirc& anſwer to 
that Jatter pact of the objeRion con- 
cerning reformation. | 

In the mean time ſhall go on to vin- 
dicate Mr. H,in what he afferts touching 
excommunication, and cenſures of the 
Church. For what he hath afferred 
concerning theſe, is by the Door 
charged to be falſe, bloudy tenents, nu 
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And hcre 1 thal tirit alert y hac ] con- 
celveis rruth,and then anſwer to what 
the Door hath ſaid. 

1. I conceive that none are proper 
objeas of excommunication, but tuch 
as are in the true Church ot God, and 
in fellowſhip wich the Saints in a}} afts 
of communication and worſhip pub- 
lick. For what have I todo to judge them 
that are without ? them God juages, 1 Cor. 
5. 12, 

2. Thatno one is to be excommuni- 
cated,but in caſe of violating ſome ma- 
nifteſt and known Law ot Chriſt : and 
that violation perliſted in to obſtinacy 3 
after a judicial] trial], conviftion, and 
paticne waiting ot the Church, tor kis 
reformation. 

3. That nonemay exerciſe the key 
of Eccleſiafticall Diicipline, but ſuch 
perſons in office to whom all the keys 
of Chriſts Kingdome are committed, 
being appointed by him to preach the 
Word and adminiſter the Sacraments as 
well as exerciſe diſcipline. 

4+ That no fingle paftour alone, but 
ſuch as are ſo in an aflociation, as to des 


rive autharity from the whole, can cx- - 


erciſe Church cenſures authoritatively z 
| ot & ED and 
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and that every Presbyrter in generall is *: 


not to havea part in this power, bur 
ſome in ſpeciall choſen by the whole 
Church, which are more eminently 


gu and fitted for the cxercile of 


cclefiaſticall rule and -government. 

5. That excommunication, when it is 
juft, is a ſolemn ejefting or putting out 
of obſtinate finners in the Church, from 
all ats of communion and worſhip of 
God in the publick congregation z un- 
cill by repentance they maniteſt both 
their ſhame and forrow for their fin ; 
and upon the manifeſtation of this, and 
publick promiſe of amendment, the 
Church ought to be ſatisfied therewith ; 
and the penitent, offender to be reſto- 
red: and regularly admitted to all ex- 
ternal] Church priviledpes again. 

6. That thoſe have much to anſwer 
for, that were the occaſion of laying 
Gods vineyard waſte, by throwing down 


the wall, and placking up the hedpe of - 


diſcipline eſtabliſhed, before they were 
agreed of another warranted by the 
Word, to be ſer up in ſteadthereof. By 
this time they may both ſee their folly 
and feel the ſmart of it jn theevil effe&s 
and conſequences, Lit 


Well ' q 
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| Well, having laid down theſe pro- 
poſitions, let me a lictle apply them, 
and ſhew you what will follow upon 
the truth of them. And firſt, if the 
firſt be true (as I conceive ic is) then 
thoſe that never were admitted to the 
Lords Supper, are not in a capacity of 
theſe cen(ures of the Church; nor to 
be amended by them, what ever their 
enormities be. It the ſecond be true, 
then none in the Church may be ceniu- 
red for ignorance, or for the omitting 
of doubttull duties; eſpecially that of 
ſubmitting co Church examination, in 
order to the Sacrament. If the third 
be true, then not only the common 
members, but the ruling 'Elders will be 
called in queſtion for uſurping the key 
of Diſcipline ; they not havingpower 
to exerciſe the key of Dofrine and Sa- 
craments. If the fourth be true, chen 
we may take notice how little of true 


' diſcipline is pra&iſcd in the Church of 


Enyland; and in what an incapacity we 

are (for the preſent ) of any true refor- 

mation; whatever ſome pretend, But 

the fixt and laſt 1 intend more eſpecially 

toclear up in vindication of Mr. FH. 
And take ic thus. 

& I Ex- 
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Excommunication is a delivering to *' 


Satan tor the deſtcution of the fleth, 
that the ſpirit may be ſaved in the day 
of the Lord. It's a great thunder-bolc 
& puniſhment inflifted by the Church, 
as the laſt remedy to reduce the obſti- 
nate from the way of periſhing. Cal- 
vin faith, As Chriſt is in the Church, fo 
Satan is out of the Church; to which 
condition the excommunicated are ſen- 
tenced : but with a mercifull end; to 
reduce them to Chriſtian obedience, 
where God gives the bleſſing. Other- 
wiſe it is the very beginning of bell, 
and eternall wrath ; when the ſentence 


/Tg. juſt ; it being confirmed in heaven. 
\ -Put out from among you that wicked perſon, 


1 Cor. 5. 13. Hemuſt be put out from 
among themſelves, and ſo out of all 
communion. The ſame word ſeems 
to be Job. 5. 22. and 12. 42. where it 
is ſaid of ſome,that they durſt not con- 
feſſe Chriſt for tear of _—#_— they 
had agreed, that if any did confeſſe him, 
they ſhould be put out of the Syna- 
gogue. So that if the Apoſtle Paul in 
the cenſure of the inceftuous perſon, 
have any reference to the praftiſe of the 
Jewes, (as the Door ſeems to hint) 


why 


ay 
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why then doubtleſſe he was put out of 
the Churches aſſemblies. For ic is moſt 
certain, the Synagogues were places of 
eaſe,where the Jewes publiquely afſem- 
bled for diviae worſhip, of prayer, 
reading, preaching, &c. Ag. 13, 14, 
15, 16. So that I ſay, it Pay] followed 


'the prafile of the Jewes, or mcant 


that the Corinthians ſhould proceed ac- 
cording to their praftitein this;then his 
meaning was, that they ſhould put aut 
that wickedptrſon from theiraſſembli.s 
for communion and worſhip I proteſſe 
I cannot but wonder the Door thould 
be ſo tart with Mr. Humphrey in this 
thing; he having the very letter ot the 
Text, and the praiſe of the. Jewes 
Church to warrant what he hath aſ- 
ſerted in this poinr. For let me aske the 
reverend Do&or how he or any other 
of his opinion will reconcile that de- 
livering to Satan out of the Church, 
and allowing their preſence in the con- 
gregation, in all a&s of worſhip and 
{pirituall communion, except actual 
receiving of the Sacrament of the Sup- 
per? Toputout that wicked perſon 
from among themſclves: and at the 
{ametime to allow him preſence among 

F4 | them 
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themſelves; and to have communion * '} 


with them in all a&ts of worſhip: except 
the Supper, are altogether inconfiſtent. 
Neither doth that any thing art all 
help, which the Dofor ſo ofter/ urges 
in his book ; Let him be as a Heathen or 
publican: But Heathens and pwublicans may 
he preſent at all the ordinances, 1 Cor. 14. 
24. Andtherefyre the excommunicate may ; 
becauſethey are not to be unto the Church 
worſe thex a Heathen,@*c. 

For to this I have many words to 
ſay, which I think will anſwer the ar- 
gument. 

I. It will appear that ſcandalous 
brethren are in ſome reſpe& worſe then 
infidels. If any provide not for his own, ſpe- 
cially for thoſe of his own houſe ; he hath de- 
ayed the faith, and ;5 worſe then an infidell, 
1 Tim. 5.8. And it had been berrer for 
revolting Chriſtians, never to have known 
the way of righteouſneſſe, 2 Pet. 2. 21, And 
there was not ſuch a thins ſo much as named 
among the Gentiles, that one ſhould have. his 

fathers wife, 1 Cor. 5. 1, And when 
ſcandalous brethren are worſe then 
Heathens, in finning under ſuch means 
of better obedience, that Heathens have 


_ Not; there is reaſon they ſhould bede- | 
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, When'tt was faithfully tendredto'them ; 
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denied ſomething of priviledge that 
Heathens may have. 

2. IC's clear that ſcandalous brethren 
are to bedcnied thar priviledge in civill 
commerce and familiarity that Hea- 
thens are allowed to have with Chrifſti- 
ans, and Chriſtians with them, 1 Cor. 
5-9, 10,11. 2 Theſſ. 3. 14. ICor. 10. 
27. compared. Liberty is given to 
Chriſtians to have civill and friendly 
tamiliaricy with infidels, and fornica- 
tors of the world; which yet is abſo- 
lutely to be denyed to ſcandalous and 
diſorderly brethren; as a means to 
bring them to ſhame. And ifſcandalous 
brechren under triall or a&nall cenſure, 
are to be dcbarred ot fome priviledge 
that heathens are allowed : it will 
ſomewhat weaken the ftrength of the 
Do@ors argument. 

3. The Apoſtles had dire& and ex- 
preſſe commiſſion (after Chriſts aſcen- 


*- fion ) to preach unrothe Heathen ; and. 


therefore had Warrant to atmit of 
their voluntary preſence to hear in 
any place where opportunity might 

givethe advantage of converting them. 
Bur yet upon'thetr rejeting the Goſpel 


the 


74 


The Bar to free Admiſſion 


the Apoſtles might ſhake off che duſt 


of theic fect againſt them; and leave 


them deeper under wrath. The un- 


beleeving Jewes were within the com- 
miſſion too; but when they reje&ed the 
words of eternall lite, and abuſed the 
meſſengers of Chriſt, that preached this 
to then, it's ſaid, they judged themſelves 
xnworthy of eternal] life; and upon that ac- 
count the Apoſtles forſake them. Moſt 
terrible things are written againſt the 
diſobedient to the Goſpell. And I am 
ſure, Chriſtians that rejet the Lawes 
of Chriſt (as the excommunicated are 


ſuppoſed to do) are worſe then Infi- 


dels,that never had the means of know- 
ing and doing what Chriſt commands. 
As in reſpe&of fin and eternall puniſh- 
ment, thoſe that live under the Goſpell, 
but refuſe to ſubmit to it, may be ſaid 
to be worſe then Heathens ; ſo why not 
in point of externall Church privi- 
ledge likewiſe; they having forfeiced 
all thoſe priviledges of word, prayer, 
Sacraments, ingaging all powerfull 
means of their reformation, which 
heathens never had the advantage of. 
And it is ſuppoſed that Chrift is reje- 


Qed in all the ordinary means ap-_ 


pointed 


7 , 
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' pointed to reclaim the ſcandalous and 
obſtinate in the Church, before this 

4 ſentence of excommunication is pro- 
nounced and put in execution againſt 
them, And juſt it is, that they that 
obftinately re jet all;ſhould be baniſhed 
from all; that they m y either return 
to: their duty by repentance, and there- 
by give ſatisfaftion to the Church, 
and be again received into communion: 
or|el{e adde to obſtinacy apoſtaſie ; 
alſo be rejeRed tor ever, that the Name 
of God be not evill {poken of, becauſe 
of {uch ſcandalous members. 

4. Let him ke to thee as a Heathen or 
Put lican : that is, Jet the excommunica- 
ted be as odious, and as abominable to 
thee as a Publican, or Roman officer 
ſitting at the reccic of cuſtome, was to 
the Jewcs : oras a Heathen was to the 
Jewes, during the preſent ftate of the 
Jewiſh Church (with reſpe& co which 

*.Chriſt ſpeaks) when the uncircumciſed 
werean abomination to the Jewes; they 
being forbidden to ler any ſtranger or 
uncircuciſed in the fleſh,come intoGods 
Sanfuary,or partake of any priviledge 
of worlhip, but upon being a Proſelyte. 
Andlet the excommunicated be as ſuch 

a 
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2 one, and then what hath the DoQtor * 4 
and his party gotten? 

Touching the praiſe of the Greek \, | 
Churches urged : I'fay what is that to 
us, when it is notagreeableto the pra- 
&iſe of the firſt Apoftolicall Church of 
Chriſt? Forupon the like ground on 
which they made four degrees of ex- 
communication, they might have 
brought in ten. And therefore not fo 
much their praiſe, as the ground 
thereof is to be regarded in this 
point. 

But then the Do&or addes, That if 
this admitting of #he ex-ommunicated to be 
preſent at all ordinances be an error, it is out 
of indulgence, and an errour on the right 
hand : for whereas be excludes from one or- 
denance, he might exclude from all, according 
to Mr. H. tenent, &c. 

I« To thisI anſwer; right hand er- 
rours are evill as well as left, and co be 
takenheed of : and therefore not to be 
pleaded for, but to be reformed. 

2. Suſpenſion from the Sacrament 
only'is no legall cenſure. 1. Becauſe it 
hath no ground nor footing in the 

Word. 2.Bzcauſe it is the ſame with 
excommunication, according to . 
C gs” 
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 Do&ors own principles and practile. 
For he allowes prelence at all che or- 
gJinances in the Church in both; and 
s his proceedings in order to both are 
the ſame. Andheand the rcſt of his 
opinion and way, not coming uptothe 
true nature of Church cenſures, do as 
much as in them lies, kinder the end of 
cenſures; which is, that the perſons 
cenſured may either be aſhamed and 
penitent, and fo return to Chriſtian 
obedience or elſe renounce their pro- 
tellion, and turn Apoftates. Thus I 
humbly conceive, Mr. H. tenent is no 
bloudy tenent; but a moſt mercitull 
way and means ſet up -in the Church, 
and left to be uſed as the Jaſt remedy, 
for the cure of the moſt deſperate ſouls: 
And not to uſe this remedy according 
to its nature and true intent of Chrilt 
therein, is to deprive the obftinate of- 
fendor of the only means left of his 
amendment and ſalvation ; and ſo is 
indeed far from being an errour on the 
right hand. And yet by the way, to 
expreſſe my thoughts a little further : 
I hold that all unneceffarily friendly 
ich} familiarity with ſcandalous diſorderly 
© brethrep, chan fin ous of wililants, 
WRe- 


gence, trial], or cenſure, is to be de. 
clined according to that 1 Cor. 5. 10, 
11. which fenſe 1 humbly conceive 
comes necrer the meaning of the 
place, then to underftand it of, or to 
interre there from a ſuſpention from the 
Sacrament. 

The laſt thing that I ſhal] ſpeak tozis 
the Doftors exceptions againſt ſome 
of Mr. H. quotations of Scripture, 
concerning which I ſay ; let him but 
allow Mr. H. the ſame liberty he takes 
himſelf in ſome othis own quotations, 


and then he will have lictle caufe to J. 


finde fault for his impertinent allega- 
tions of Scripture. ] have given ac- 
count of ſome of the Dofors already : 
I ſhall here take notice of two or three 
more. . 

I. He urges many textsof Scripture 
to prove that ſome in the Old Teſta- 
ment were debarred the priviledges of 
worſhip for morall uncleanneffe : but 
his proofs in that tal ſhort of what they 
are brought to prove; being in caſes 
that will not ſerve his turn. For ſuch 
perſons in the Jewiſh Church, came 
under the cenſure of the- Judicial _— 

WIC 
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- which were very ſevere againſt ſuch 


offenders : and there is nuthing ex- 

reſt in Moſes or the Prophets (that I 
hoods of ) in reference to excommuni- 
cation. And in that Church, the por- 
ters charge concerning uncleannetie is 


' to be underſtood of cecremonia!l and 


Gentile uncleanneflc. 

Again, for that Tit. 1. 15, brought 
by the Door to prove that ſome in the 
Church not excommunicated were un- 
clean.Ideny that thoſe the Apoftle there 
{freaks of, were of the Chriſtian Church. 
Let him conſule with the tenth verſe, 
and he may eafily ſee the Apoſtle means 
thoſe vain talkers and deceivers that 
were eſpecially of the circumciſion : 
they profefſe they know God-,(as other 
unbeleeving Jewes did) but in their 
works they deny him, being abomina- 
ble,;and diſobedient, and to every good 
work reprobate, yerſ. 16. They were 


* . either ſuch as never were of the Chri- 


ſtian Church,or if they were once of it, 
yet now were revolted and become 
Apoftates by their horrid opinions, 
and abominable impicties. And then 
what isthis to members of a Chriſtian 
Church, profeſſing Chriſtianity ? 

Toh | Again 


—— — 
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Again, tor Church examination In - 
order to the Sacrament, the Door al- 
ledges, » Pet. 3+ 15. Be ready alway t0 
give an anſwer ts every man that asketh you 
a reaſou :f the hope that is in you, with 
meekneſſe az;{ fear having a yoo ronjci- 
ence, &c. | he {cope ofthe plage is to 
ſhew what a Chrittians dury is when 
they are apprehended, and ynder the 
terrour ot perilecuting  adyeriarics : 
which daty is to bejo tar from being 
aftrighted trom their Chriſtian profel- 
ſion ; that in: ſuch cale, they ſhould be 
alwaics ready to:give a reaſon of the 
hope that is in chem with meeknefie 
and fear, &c., Agd the Apoſtle urges 
them to this duty of conſtancy from a 
great incouragement,, » if you ſuffer for 
Tighteouſneſſe fake, happy are ye,' verl. 14. 
Now how inpertigent is this place for 
Church examination, or examination 
by che Paſtour or Elders betorg admit- 
tanceto the Sacramenc.: 1t ſuch kinde. 
of proofs. be futhcient to. warrant that 
pra&ile of examination, and ſuſpenſion 
from the ordinance for, negle& of it, 
men may Prove any thing they have a 
minde to; and make every fancy of their 
own a neccflary duty; and ſo _ 

VO 
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' void the neceſſary Lawes of God by 
their traditions. 

I ſhal inftance in one quotation more, 
and then I have done: and ic is 2Pet.3.5. 
For thys they are willingly ignorant of,that by 
the Word of God the beavens were of old,&c; 
This the DoCtor quotes to prove that 
groſſe ignorance in Church members is 
a ſcandalous fin, for which the Ghufch 
may proceed to cenſure them, and to 
ſuſpend them from the Sacrament : bur 
ſure thisis not very pertinent to his 
purpoſe, as will eafily appear, if he con- 
ſult with the Context. This ſecond 
Epiſtle was written to ſtir up their pure 
mindes by way of remembrance, that 
they might be mindfull of the words 
ipoken . before by the holy Pro- 
phets, &c: and to arme them againſt 
thoſe Scoffers that ſhould come in the 
laſt daies : '2 Pet. 3. 1,2,3. Knowing this 
firſt, that there ſhall come in the laſt daies 
Ml (coffers, walking after their own laſts ; and 
ſaying, Where is the promiſe of his coming,$C- 
Scoffers at the Promiſe z which notes the 
higheſt degree of defe&ion from and 
renouncing of piety, ſo Pal. 1.1. of the 
three degrees of ungodly men the ſcofers 
{or [corners is the laſt, as being the mo 
An 
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And by theſe are meant ſuch as f1off ©, -* 


and joined their ſelves with the _- - 
cuting Jewes, complying with them ; 
and falling into all the villany in the 
world, expreſt here by walking after 


their own luſts, chat is, going on habi- | 


cually as in a conſtant courſe, doing 
whatſoever ſeemed right in their own 
eyes, without any reftraint of law, of 
nature, of Chrift, &c. In the ſecond 
chapter of this ſecond Epiſtle, they are 
ſet forth in their colours; to be ſuch 
as had eſcaped the pollutions that are 
in the world, through the knowledge 


of our Lord and Sayiour Jeſus Chriſt, J. 


and by apoſtaſfie were intangled again 
therein, and overcome, -and fo their 
latterend was worſe then the begin- 
ning. They that have been converted 
from their heathen fins, by receiving 
the knowledge and faith of Chriſt, and 
then. again relapſe and turn to them 


again, this latter eftate of theirs, this '}' 


Chriſtian Heatheniſme is worſe then 
their bare Heatheniſme at firſt. They 
had knowledge enough to bring in 
damnable herefies, and wicked looſe 
opinions; to wref! the Scriptures, to 
trouble the Church,and unſetcle many 5 
but 
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''* but they were willingly ignorant of 
the Word of God; they had the know- 
ap ledge of Scripture, but againſt their 
\ F knowledge did pervert the ſame, and 

wreſt all the Scriptures to their own 
deftru&ion ; as the learned Papiſts and 
our Apoftate Sefts do. Bur what is 
this to the ſimple ignorant among us, 
that out of careleſnefſe meerly, or-in- 
capacity and weaknefſeare1o; and yer 
adhere to the trug- religion by profeſ- 
fion amongſt ws? Theſe are ſtrange 
miſtakes and applications of Scripeures: 
but I hope the DoGor is not willing- 
ly ignorant. ' By this he may ſee how 
ſevere heis againſt that in Mr. H. which 
he is more guilty of himſelf. Bur I 
have done wich" this, intreating him 
and all others Snto whoſe hands 
this ſhall come, to make a charitable 
ſenſe and conftruſtion of what I have 
here written, and not to be offended, 
_ -or prejudiced at the plainneſſe of the 
matter or rudenefle of the expreſſions 
and method, becauſe ] want thoſe ad- 
vantages that ſhould help all this. 

The Lord knowes that T herein in- 
tend plainneſſe, and ſo farras I know 
my own heart, Ihave thus declared my 

G 2 judge- 
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e andfincerity,hoping they may be 
a means of the Churches good, tending 
to herpeaceand unity ;z and 1 am per- 
ſwaded will be ſo if prejudice or ” cx 
other thing do not hinder the ſerious 
confideration, right underſtanding and 
uſe of what I have here written. And 
ſo I have done with the reverend Do- 
Cor. 

And I ſhall now from the grounds 
and principles laid down in the fore- 
going diſcourſe, crave leave to hint a 
few things to the diſſenting brethren of 
the Congregationall way : and the ra- 
ther, becauſe it the Presbyterian way 
(as ſome do praftiſe) will not hold and 
ſtand good, much lefſe will the Inde- 
pendent novelty in point of ſeparation, 
and gathering Churches out of Presby- 
terian congregations or others, and 
therefore give me leave (you that are 
tor that way) to ſpeak freely unto you 
in a few words. 

If you judge the Miniſtry and the 
ordinances and particular congregati- 
ons lawtull as to the main, why do you 
ſeparate from them, and gather out 


their beſt members from them 2 would 
you 
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--you be content to be ſo ſerved by other - 


ſeparated Churches ? Doth not this 
ſenſibly infinuate to the world, that 
F"thoſe gathered Churches are the only 
Churches of Chriſt, and ſo all other 
congregations (not after your moul- 
ding) thereby called into queſtion whe- 
ther they be Churches of Chriſt or no? 
Are you for order and edification, and 
for the peace of the whole, or are you 
not? Do you intend the reformation 
of the whole, or ofa part only? If 
you be only for the reformation of a 
part, and your defire- be to draw up 
ſome to purity of ordinances. and 
ſpirituall communion with Chrift their 
head, and one with another, what muſt 
become of all the reſt that are not of 
your minde, norindeed in a capacity 
of admittance unto you, upon your 
termes and qualifications of members ? 
what will you make of them that are 
- ,not ſo qualified? will you account 
them members of the true viſible Ca- 
tholick Church, and yet not fit to be 
of particular congregations, and enjoy 
communion with Chrift in all his holy 

ordinances ? | | 
Are they by vertue of the holy Co- 
WT venant 
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venant of grace, Church natives and---] - 
members borne; and declared to be 
ſuch by publick teftimany on the _ | 
Churches part in adminiftring of Bap- 'F* 
tiſme unto them, a great Church pri- 
viledge, of right belonging to none 

but ſuch as are in externall Covenant 
with God at leaſt, cither by profeſſion 

of faith in themſelves, or by their pa- 
rents, and yct not fit to be owned, or 
received into communion by any par- 
ticular congregation? Why, what a 
caſe are we in then? Your ſelves were 
equall with the reſt in your Baptiſme, 

and under the fame adminiſtration of 
worſhip and ſervice that others were : 

and if you have found a bleling in 
your regeneration and effcQtuall cal- 
ling, keeping in that ſtation, why doe 
you forſake it now ? Hath the Cove- 
nant of grace, in the ule of ordinary 
means, brought quickning grace and 

life to your fouls (which is the main, 

un order to eternal} blefſedn:fſe)) whis 
ther will you go to mend your lelyes? 
Why ſhould you be ſo offended ax the 
preſence of ſuch as you your ſelves 
once were ? Did ſuch kinde of perſons 
kinder the power and blefling of ordi- 

nances 
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that youare ſo zealous in ſeparating 
from them now ? Will nor the effe&s 
of free grace which you have already 
received convince you, that it is good 
for you to keep your former ſtation, 
and wait upon the ſame God in cove- 
nant for increaſe and compleating of 
what he hath begun ? What fault can 
you finde with Word, Sacraments and 
Prayer (the main effentials of holy 
worſhip) they bcing the ſame both 
with us and you ? only you are grie- 
ved that ſinners ſhould enjoy the bene- 
fic of all theſe, though you as bad as 
they have found good in the uſe of all 
theſe. Would you have Jeſus Chriſt 
ſave no more then thoſethac are alrea- 
dy ſaved, or ina ſaving ftate? Would 
you have the effe&s of Covenant love, 
flowing from a bleeding Saviour unto 
{1nners now to ceaſe? Had not meer 


. grace and mercy prevented when you 


were ſinners, you had been impenitenc 
ſinners ſtill like to the worſt. Will 
not the remembrance of what you once 
were beget ſome bowels of tenderneſſe 
roward ſuch finners? Is this your (ec- 


| paration the way to. draw on others 


Ws > that 
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that are weak ones, and to recover of-'' 
fending brethren ? Is this the way to 
do their ſouls good, to rail and revile 
them with reproacbfull ſpeeches and 
{landers, calling them the World in op- 
polition to the Church, and unbelee- 
vers, aliens, profane ones, dogs, and 
ſwine, and the like ? Nay, is not this 
the way rather to caſt ſtumbling blocks 
before the blinde, and to deſtroy many 
weak brethren whom Chriſt hath Gied 
for, by hardning them in an evill way ? 
Is it nota means to make them apoſta- 
tize from the true Religion, and turn 
Papiſts or any thing, to keep the name 
of Chriſtians, rather then ro be under 
that reproach of Infidels, Heathens, the 
profane world, &c. You wculd have 
them left ro wander in their own waies, 
and ſo you make them objeCts of the 
thceatnings, but not of the grace of the 
Goſpell and promiſes ; under the com- 
mands, but not under the promiles ' 
made to Goſpell adminiftrations. [ 
wonder at it,that ſuch Minifters would 
be accounted the only men that patro- 
nize free grace, and the only Goſpell 
Preachers ; and yet forget that Chriſt 
came into the world to fave finners z 
al 
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'*>and to give repentance and remiſlion of 
fins; to ſeek and to ſave that which is 
.» loft, asall were and are untill he fande 
them and gather them to himſelf by a 
bleſſing of ſpirit and power in the uſe of 
his own ordinances. The Scriptures di- 
ftinguiſh indeed between the Church 
and the World; but theſemen will be 
making a world in the Church, and 

a world out ofthe Church : and make 
Infidels of the baptized, and ſuch as 
were born in the Church, and make a 
profeſſion of faith, and that truly too 
as to the objedt art leaſt, and yceld ex- 
ternall conformity in the materials of 
worſhip and Chriſtian obedience. But 
you that are ſo bold to unchurch Chri- 
ftians, andto make fſpoile in Chrifts 
Kingdome ; did you ever read any ſnch 
thing approved in the Scriptures? I con- 
feſſe thete are bold times; bur let not 
men make too boJc with Jeſus Chriſts 

. Intereſt; ſuffer him to have his full 
poſſeſſions and dominion over all his 
ſubje&s that profeſſe loyalty and ho- 
mage unto him in the world. Let us 
wiſhgrace and peace to all that cal! 
on the name of the Lord Jeſus both 
 theirsand ours; and let us Fave uni- 
on 


o 
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on/Wwith them and communion too in -' 


all the Lawes and ordinances of Jeſus 
Chrift. He hath fpiric and grace tufh- 
cient co an{wer ll ao wants, to pre- 
ventallche evils of all that ſeek after 
him according to his own inſtitutes. 
Oh brethren hinder none in ſeeking af- 
ter Jeſus : diſcourage none becauſe 
they .are ſinners from coming under 
the moſt ingaging ordinances to pre- 
ſerve Chriſtian obedience; do not at 
ſo contrary co the Apoſtolicall daies. 
The Apoftles did what they could to 
convert the world unto Chriftianity, 
and rejoyced in bringing (inners to the 
obedience of faith : and were all for 
the inlarging of Chriſts kingdome, for 
which end they put themſelves upon 


| the greateſt hazards. And will many 


of you pervert Chriſtianity into the 
world, Chriſt into Belial, unchurch 
and unchriſtian ſuch as the Apoſtles 


Q 


did generally imbrace; and receive to . 


communion upon as flender grounds 
' as ours aredeſired to be received ? Did 
* you ever read that they reſuſed any 


one that imbraced the Dod@rine of 
faith, and was willing to be baptized? 
Did you. ever rcad that they required 
more 
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faith, and difavow their worſbipping 
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-*=more to breaking of bread, then they 


did to Baptiſme ? Did you ever read, 
that they called any in the Church Un- 
beleevers, Heathens, Belial, Dogs, &c. 
Did you ever read of this diſtintion of 
Church and World in any of thoſe 
Churches the Scriptures ſpeak of? I 
would you would prove a twofold 
world, one in the Church, another our 
of the Church: and a twofold King- 
domein the vifible Church of Chrift, 
where men and women generally ſub- 
mit to the Lawes and Ordinances of 
Jefus Chriſt. Will you contound things 
that ſo much concern the Lord Chriſfts 
intereſt ? can you put no difference be= 
tween the unregenerate under Covenant 
lations and ge, and the 
infide] world that are left to wander 
from all theſe, and to ſacrifice tothe 
Devill, and not unto the true God at 
all ? Will you allow them no better ti- 


+ .tles and priviledges then you will al. 


low to Heathens ? I wonder what rule 
you walk by, and judge by, and what 


ſpiricic is that you a& ſo vigorouſly 


from. Suppoſe the Indians in Amertca 
ſhould generally embrace the Chriſtian 


ot 
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otDevils, and delice to imbody them- ---}-- 
ſelves with thoſe that profeſſe the Chri- 
ſtian religion, would you not offer | 
them Baptiſme, and upon their coming 
under it, would you not admit them to 
all the ordinances of Chriſtian profeſ- 
fion and communion ? Whether you 
would orno, the Apoſtles have done 
It in the like caſe. Or ſuppoſe the ins 
fidell Jewes ſhould be convinced of 
their miſtake, and ſhould now confeſle 
that Jeſus whom their fathers crucifi- 
ed, is the true Meſſiah and Saviour of 
the world ; and upon that account re- 
nounce their errour,and defire the Bap- 
tiſme of Chriſt, profeſſing their refolu- 
tion to ſubmit unto his adminiſtrati- 
ons, and comeunder Chriſtian obedi- 
ence, would you refuſe them and not 
baptize them untill they were ſo -qua- 
lified as tocome up to your termes of 
communion ? I think you would not. 
And I pray then, why will you ſeparate. 
from themoſt of ours that are lawfully 
baptized, and come up to the ſame pro- 
fellion, and are of no other religion but 
the Chriſtian religion, and cxpe& ſal- 
vation by Chriſt alone? Is it becauſe 
they have this by education and the 
helps ' 


-- 
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'J helps of cradition, which in the other 
caſc is not ſo? I pray you do not un- 
ervalae any benefits and helps that are 
the conſequences of the Covenant of 
grace. Rememberhow ſadly the Apo- 
ſtle laid it to hearr, when the Jewes by 
their infidelity in denying Chriſt to be 
the Son of God, did unchurch them- 
ſelves and apoſtatize, Rom. 10. 1. and 
the 11. compared, It was not their 
being carnall and otherwiſe ignorant 
and wicked, but their not beleeving 
chat Chriſt was the Meſlias promiſed 
unto their fathers, that did unchurch 
them and their poſterity to this day: for 
that unbelief was the thing that barr'd 
them from his adminiſtrations, & ſo are 
{aid to be cut offialcthough by bicth pri- 
viledge they were the only naturall 
branches or Church members. Were they 
refuſed by the Apoſtles, or caſt off, or 
did they cje& 8 caſt out themſelves from 
.being branches of the true Olive?Chriſts 
coming in the fleſh not diſcerned by 
them, was the occafion of their fall 
from being the Iſrac] of God: he was 
the ſtumbling ſtone and the rock of of- 
fence, that made them fall from their 
| Chutich ſtate and relation. They would 
not - 
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not own any other adminiſtration but 'F 
that of Moſes 5; and upon that: account 
undid themſelves and periſhed. . What, 
think you would have been the iſſue, 
had they owned Jeſus Chriſt co be the 
true Meſſias, and ſo had come under the 
Gofpell adminiſtrations, as otits are z 
and would not be under any other, 
that they fhonld have been refuſed and 
ſeparated from,%as being none of the 
Church of Chrift ? I beſeech you con- 
fider of it: did not thouſands of the 
Fewes come in and offer themſelves to 
Baptiſmeat the preaching of one ſhort 
word or ſermon, A#. 2- And can we 
imagine that they were all true Con- 
verts in your ſenſe? was any refuſed 
that defired to be one in the Chriſtian 
profeſhon ? Suppoſe that all the com- 
mon people in England were unbapti- 
zed (as ſome reproachfully and flan- 
deroufly report they are) and were 
ſenſible ofthat condition ; and ſhould 
come and defire Baptiſme upon no 
other account then their preſent capa- 
city would admic of; confeſſing them- 
ſelves ſinners, and promifing obedience 
to tlie word of-God; profeſſing hope 


of mercy and happineſfe through the. 
; merits 


——_— 
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''*-merits of Jeſus Chriſt (which all that 
have learned their Creed are capable to 
, do) I would fain know whether you 
could lawfully refuſe to baptize them 
at the preſent, withont any long defer- 
ring of it, although they had been Hea- 
thens' born. I would I did but under- 
ſtand your anſwer to'this ſuppoſition. 
I conceive that all choſe that being of 
years,are in a capacity for Baprtiſme, are 
ina capacity alſo of all other Chriſti- 

an communion. TI preſame rhe Apo- 
files baptized upon as eafie termes, and 
ſo might you ; except you have a dit- 

ferent commiſſion, or underftand the 
Apoſtles commiſſion in ſome other ſenſe 

then they themſelves did. ' ButI muſt 

contra my ſelt,& aske you once again, 

whether you ever foundany prefident 

in the Word for - what you praftiſe in 

this poifit ? what Church under-the 

adminiſtration of the Goſpel] will af- 

ford a preſident for your praftiſe 7 Do 
you ſeparate according to Apoſtalicall 

order and rule,or byvertue of ſome new 

commiſſon or'lijghg the Scriptures ne- 

ver taughe you > \T'pray 'you again 

confider ; you had need be ſure ofgood 

, warrant'to bear you out: tor you __ 
| en 


been the cauſe and means of oar being” 


without diſcipline, Sacraments, union 


and communion. With other refor- «, 


med Churches : indulgence to you hath 
been the occaſion of an unlimited Tos 
leration, the miſery of all thoſe fa&i- 
ons, Schiſmes, ' Herefies, Blaſphemies 
now abounding in every corner of the 
Land. Well, if your foundation be 
only the wiſdome of the fleſh, and a 
worldly intereſt, time will diſcover 
more of the Babel you are building : 
when the conſequences of your prin- 
ciples, praCtiſe and deſign are come to 
fall maturity. Ic may come to that 
paſſe (and it is much to be feared ic 
will) that you would retreat if you 
could tell how. Inthe mean time the 
wilde beafts of the wildernefſe come in- 
to Gods vineyard, and by herefies de- 
ſtroy the aw 6 grapes : and many follow 
their pernicious wayes, by reaſon of whom 


the way of truth js evill ſpoken of. Men: 


ariſe from among our ſelves ſpeaking per- 
verſe things to draw away Diſciples after 
them, 2 Pet, 2.2. AR. 20. 50. But mark 
them thut cauſe diviſions and avoid them, 
Rom. 16. 17. | 


But let me ſpeak one word more in. 


Or- 
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=: .. order ro diſcipline, which as you-were 


1 


never yet willing ro come under as to 
the retorming of the whole, ſo have 
* Your -indevours been all along moft 
fierce to obſtru& and retard the diſci- 
pline d<bared on in order to that end. 

_Again,when the fitteſt wayin Chriſtian 
prudence, according to rule was agreed 
upon asa means to reforme the whole 3 
and confirmed by the ſupreme Autho- 
rity of this Nation : defigns were dri- 
ven on to obſtrutt ic, and ſuch things 
attempted, as are the greateſt ſcandals 


to the Proteſtant Religion that ever ic 
ſuffered under. _ 
And thirdly, notwithſtanding many 
ſymptomes and fad omens of a carnall 
efigr tending to the confufion and 
ruine ofthe whole((andthoſe the pro- 
per produds of your own miſcarri- 
ages } do already appear; yet you per- 
{iſt in your own contrivances, 
will not retra&, untill not only 
the Church, but alſo the flouriſhing 
ſtate of the Common wealth be invol- 
ved in the'ſame confuſion and ruine, 
The very fin of the Common« 
wealth are: the fear ofGod, and divine 


its 


order in A the ſame in-all- 


—— 
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its parts uniformly : ditterenct parties , | _ 
and faftions too much indulged do. 
ever' beget jealouftes and fears, the f 
common nurſery of {edition and:-rebel-* 


lion: And that which cannot: be held 
without gratifying of all tations and 
pacties,. cannot- in reaſon and policy 
hold long. Why may not men truly 


feac God, and carry on the power of 


gadlinell in their {evera] fun&tions and 
places, under an ftabliſkment 'of Do- 
Qrine, worſhip and order; the only 
way to honour God ? And the beſt ex- 

tent co preſerye the whole unitor- 
mity in the Church is a good:founda- 
tion of peace 'and tranquillity in the 
Cammon-wealth. And that is ever 
the beſt policy amongſt Chriſtians thac 
is ſupordinate to true piety : and our 
greateſt freedome.defired, will be ſoo- 
neſt attained in the way of religiou(- 
nel, when fin will be a-ſnare to any 
 pevople.: I confelſe it is meerly occa- 
fonally that- foruc things have drop- 
pad from my pen/.of this nature, I 
would riot offead any, nor /have I un- 
dertaken co meddle with the Indepen- 
dene-. way firialy. raken 5 they | have 
been ſufficiently anſwered - by _— 
©: .} care 
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learned and reverend Gentlemen :,aud 


ſurdities and miſtakes of their way 
diſcovered, and not yit vindicated by 
any that ever I heard of. 1 only have 
hinted ſome things tending (as I con- 
ceive )to the Churches peace and uni- 
ty in vindicating Church members 
from reproach and ſlander, and infe- 
rence to the preceding diſcourſe. And 
therefore I ſhall end with Mr. Humphreys 
wiſhes,adding ſome of mine own. 

rt. Iwiſh we had a government efta- 
bliſhe in the Church, the neareſt in 
Chriſtian prudence that may be to the 
word of God. | 

2. I wiſhthe duty of fraternal! cor- 
reption, a watching over, and admo- 
niſhing one anotherin love were ber- 
ter known and praQtiſed amongſt us. 

3. Twiſh thatmen would look more 

to:their own conſciences,and leave the 
judging ofothers ſpicics,heart andreins 


' alone tothe judgement ſeat of Chriſt. 


4+ I wiſh, though chere may be ſome 
judging !by the fruits, that wiſe reli- 
gious men would be more cautious of 
countenancing the ſeparations in the 
6 ſeeing upon the ſame 

H 2 ground 
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ground that you go to gather a Church 


out of any mixc congregation, another -' 


will gather a ſeparation out: of your 
Church ; and ſo continue. (as I have 
intimated from our fad experience) an 
endlefle ſeparating, untill this firſt ſe- 
paration hall in a few years be able 
co take up the faying of that greatcſt 
Grand-mother, ' unto thoſe many 
Schiſmes ſhee ſhall fee ifluing as her 
naturall off-ſpring, out of her owne 
bowels, Riſe up daughter, go to thy 
daaghter, for thy daughters daughter 
has a daughter ;-for this ſcparations 
ſeparation has a ſeparation ; fo farre 
Mr. Humfrey : I adde. 

i. I wiſh that the diſtintion of be- 
leevers and unbeleevers, Church and 
world, Chriſt and Bclial, holy and 
profane, worthy Church members, 
andunworthy, were uſed in the Church 
of God according to Scripture mean- 
ing, and with due caution, and no 
otherwiſe. 

2. I wiſh that Sacraments were more 
clearly underſtood -in reſpe& of their 
nature and end, attributing unto them 
their due according to the Scripture, 
avoiding all hu mane boldnefſe, either 


__-; 
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in adding to advance them, or in dimi- 


niſhing them ſo as in: theleaſt degree to 
debaſe them. , « j1*7 | / WIT 

3. I with that the Lord Jeſus may 
have the liberty and full ſcope of his 
own inſtituted ordinances given for 
the ſpirituall good 'of his Church; 
that he may / uſe them as inſtruments 
of his Spirit in order co thar end, ap- 
on the ſpirits of all his fubje&s, accor- 
ding to their necefſitics and ſpirituall 
wants. 

4- I with that a godly care may be 
taken in the education of all borne in 
the Church, that being inſtrwuted inthe 
plaineft way of faith and obedience in 
the Chriſtian religion, they may be 
prepared to profit. by every ordinance 
in the Church when they come to 
years. 

'5. I wilh that all of years may be 
made to underſtand their duties and 
Church priviledges and be incoura- 
ged unto: Church communion in all 
the waies of Chriſt ; that _ſo_they may 
come under Church diſcipline, the beſt 
remedy to reclaim the obſtinate and 
wilfull offenders. 

6. T wiſh the gifted brethren were 

H 3 | better 


' The Bay to free Admiſſion 


bettet imployed, then in anchurching 
our Ghurthes, and gathering. Churches 
our of them : it were a work more pro» 
per and acceptable, 'cither to be con- 
rent to exerciſe their gifts to the edify- 
ing and building up of that Church in 
which they received them; or elſe zo 
goe into the infidell world (as the A- 
poſtles did) and preach the Goſpel and 
plant Churches there, 
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Drake its the- forep ang dilſbourſe; there 


very well performed: by him : wherein 
"the truth formerly: by him affctred' js 
'better cleared, ani: contirmed,! re: rhe 


_ mationand uniformity of che Charch 


: 


Vt 


2 
T be ScriptureRaile Exa- 
mined. _ 


Eader, fince] parted with what 
Thad writtenin anſwer co Door 


came to my hand Mr, Humfreys Rejoy- 
ner in-vindication: -of himelt ; 's work 


ſatisfation. of . many: fouls fearing 
God, and breathing forth their :ear- 
neſt defires after the ſettlement, refor- 


of God in Eng/atrt according/ito the 
Word of God. .''Be nor / ptqadiced 
againſt his book by other learned' men, 
who have and ſtill do appear ''wirh 
much. bitternefſe and paflion againſt 
him ; more to affright with words and 
hunianedi&ates meeriy,, rhen with mat» 

H 4: ter 
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ter of grounded truth, according to the” 


ſen(& of the holy Scripture; .witnefle 


that book put forth by ſome Mi- ** 


niſters ' of Gleceſler-ſh:re, intiruled, A 
Scripture Raile to the Communion Table. 
I conteſſethe title is good; fox we do 
acknowledge there oughtco)be fach-a 
thipg ; but not in their ſenſe, as I hope 
ſhall appear by the diſcovery 'tade in 
this ſhort diſcourſe following, in 
which I ſhall wave what hatch, becg al- 
ready written in anſwer to D. iDrake, 
by Mr. Hwmfrey and my ſelf, and take 
notice only of ſome things inthe 
Scripture Raile which have; not yet 
been ſpoken to, thae I know'6f.- And 
this I ſhall do as briefly as I can, be- 
cauſe I ' would ,not. anticipate; :bim 
whom it doth. more nearly con- 
cern. i, 


And firſt of all, becauſe I.would-not 


leavethe weak and incautelous Reader * 


deceived with vain and groundlefſe 
words in reading this Scripture: Raile, 
lec this be noted, that I take . Scri- 
pture diſcipline to be the only Rail 
for the Communion- Table ; which (1 
hope) b oth the Author reproached, and 

: my 
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my ſelf earneſtly defire may be fer up; 


and all our 'indeyours tend as condu- 


* ciblemeans to thatend: as being afſu- 


red that the firſt ſtone: in the building 
of the reformation, (as io our caſe) 
is holy diſcipline : And whether their 
principles or ours tend moſt to that, I 
hope to make appear to ſober and 
unprejudiced Chriſtians. And the way 
I ſhall take, ſhall be to diſcover ſome 
of theſe Gentlemers unbrotherly dea- 
lings ' with Mr. Humfrey: firſt in per- 
verting his (enſe, Secondly, in ſetting 
upa Raile tothe Lords Table, by per- 
verting Scriprure, and ſo making that 
Raile ro:be a pracnded diſcipline 
meeslyuic': 7 | 

1: They have damned and cenſured 
his Bookto be an ungod]y pamphlet, 
in wbich is a maſſe of perverting Scri- 
ptures,. tending to deſtroy all Church 
reformation ; little better then carnall 
and - profane reaſoning, ſophiſtry, a 
heterodax pierce, abomination, a vile 
piece, with divers other ſuch hard cen- 
ſures; language enough to affrighe 
any. from ever looking into it, that 
have any care of their ſouls, to avoid 


'Ytheir own. deſtiuCtion, .in complying 


with 
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- mands, and are bound todo their d 


with that ſoul damning praftiſe of 
maintaining mixt communion, as they 
call it, 

I muſt confefſe theſe men ſeem very 
conkdent in reproaching and cenſuring 
both the Book and the man : but in 
this their indeavour to make it thus 
vile and odioustothe world, they have 
not | the leaſt evidence of .truth or 
Rrength of reaſon to evince ir, that [ 
can finde in their Bouk : And ic will ſo 
appear, if you minde what is Mr. H. 
fcope and end in his diſcourſe,and what 


are the principles upon which it is 


founded. As, 
I. That the viſible Church of Chriſt 
conſiſts of men making a profeſſion. of 
faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and fo are Saints 
.by calling, what ever they are m truth, 
- while they ſo protefle, and adhere 
"tothe true worſhip,the means and mat- 


ter of which are hearing the word, þ ; 


receiving the Sacrament, and prayer: 
.and of theſe many are called and tew 
- are choſen. 

'2, That all of theſe of years come 
- under the obligation of Chrifts com- 


*s 


& homage to Chcift their Lord, ' as w 
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| 2s they: can, according 'to Mat: 28. 


194 2D} | 1 ; 

3+\T hat all ſuch vught to ſubmit to 
Church diſcipline; '#dd nor to be cx- 
cluded from any obſtvance, nor deny- 
ed any Church priviledge, untill rhey 
be jadicially proceeded againſt, and 
debarred by 'veriue of poſitive excom- 
municetion. 

4. That Minifters by vertue of theic 
fun&jon and office 'may lawfully ad- 
minifter the Sacrafnthts to Charch 
members, thoughthey be ignorant and 


| ſcanda}ous, hedomg his duty as well 


as he may in preparirig thery; ih the 
want-of Church diſcipline. "Theſe( 1 
dare boldly afhrmeYare the math things 
afferred' in 'thar little deſpiſed 'piece ; 
which with a ſober fpirie,” the Author 
hath ſoberly diſcuſſed and cleared from 
thecomtmon exceptidhs made agatnſt 
it by men of differefit mindes : for 
which his pains firſtand laſt, I verily 
beleeve the Chiuvch of God in Frngland 
have great cauſe robe rhanktull to the 
Lord of the harveſt, for ſehding fuch a 
faichfutl plain-beareed labourer a- 
mongſt us; the ſweet teniperatiire of 
his ſpirit, ſo adorned with a 
cha- 
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charity,and ſuch a peaccable frame; be-. | 


ſpeaks him taught of God the true 
ſenſe of his will in bis holy Scriptures, 
rather then his reproachers. ' -';-: 
1. Touching the' viſible Church, 
what evill hath he done in afferting it, 
to confiſt of men making a profeſſion of 
faith in Chriſt 2 Whereia doth he dif- 
ſent from the moſt orthodox writers 
in all ages, in judging the Church of 
Exgland a true Church'? It is confeſled 
by. the: adverſaries; and allo that a 
parochiall congregation where: the 
Word is truly preached, and che Sa- 
craments adminiſtred according to-or- 
der, being a part of the whole, is a 
true Church likewife. And this js al- 
ſo confeſſed by theſe Gentlemen ; for 
they grant that our parochiall Char- 


 chesare true Churches in a large ſen(e, 


and that is enough as to thisz and fo 
I hope there is noevill in this firſt po- 
ſition. | 

2. For the next thing by him -afſer- 
ted, namely, that all of years in' a pa 
riſh, being baptized, come under the 
obligation of all Chrifts commands; 
it is proved. by the text before - cited, 


AM. 28, 19,20, And that in order to 
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the Lords Supper, Do this in remem- 


brance of me, isa known duty belong- 
| ing to every particular member of the 
\Church in common with all other 
parts of the worſhip and ſervice of 
God.. And is it then profane reaſoning 
to urge Church members to do theic 
duty and honiage, in this particular 
more then in all others? To this theſe 
Gentlemen have ſaid bur little (char 1 
can finde)) to take off what is urged by 
Mr. H. 

. As for that of the Paſſeover, Mr. H. 


| hath the berter end of the ftaftc ; it be- 


ing the duty of all to obſerve it in the 
ſeaſon under penalty of their lives up- 
on wilfull negle&t. Numb. 9.13. And 
it any, by reaſon of legall uncleanneſle, 
or being ina. journey a far off, could 
not keep the Paſſcover the fourteenth 
day of the firſt moneth, they were to 
keep it the fourteenth day ofthe ſecond 
moneth, and ſo nothing would excuſe 
any in the not obſerving that ordi- 
nance, ſee verſ. 10. 11. And beſides, 
that legall uncleannefle did not de- 
barre them from the Paſſcover more 
then from any . other. obſeryance of 
communion ſacred or civill, , 

| | | c 
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Ic is pity theſe Gentlemen ſhould be- 
in ſuch haſte, that they could not ih- 


farce the many places of Scripcure « 
which have been brought by others (as 
they ſay pag. 28.) to prove that the | 


Jewes were kept from the palſeover for 
morall uncleannefſt or ſcandalous 
fins; which they are confident neither 
M. H.nor all the world can everanſwer, 
For my part I wonder what Scriptures 
thoſe are, that I ſhould never fee nor 
read them in the Bible. Theſe Gentle- 
men quore four texts (as I take it) to 
prove the ſame 3 to which I ſhall ſpeak 
ſomething particularly. 


The firſt text is Numb. 15. 30, 31-|- 


Where by Gads appointment, the ſoul 
{inning preſumptuouſly was co be cut 
off from among his people; namely 
by death ; and ſo from all other ob- 
ſervances as well as the Paſſeover. And 
for the unclean perſon that would not 


ſubmic to the law of purification, he | 


was to becut off from the congregati- 

on of Ifracl; and therefore from all 
communion in worſhip, Numb.1 9,20. 

And putting out ot the Syna- 

gogue, Fah. 9. 22+ was to be-put out 

ofthe Jewes and Gentiles, and —_— 
| a 


Y 
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The Scripture Rail Examined. IIs 


..all ordinances of worſhip ; beſides the 
Synagogues were not the place of kee- 
: of ping the feaft of the palſcover. And 
} 4, *> what then is there yet in all this to 
* | prove that for morall uncleanneffe 
"| 1tomewereto be kept from the Pall. 
$ 
r 


over only ? 

But let us come co the next place, 
which is Ezra 10. 8. Where (they fay) 
5 | whoſocverwould not come to build the 
| Temple within three daies, ſhould be 
" | ſeparated from the congregation, and 
» | conſequently excluded trom the paſſc- 
k | over. This place, that it might ſeem 
co be for their purpoſe, is corrupted by 
+*|* them, and falfly alledged. The words 
Il | are part of that proclamation agreed 
ti upon bythe heads of the people after 
y | their return from captivity to Jeruſa- 
- | lem; concerning. that great (in of ta- 
d] king ſtrange wives, wholoever woujd 
t| not come within the three daies accor- 
© | ding tothe counſell ofthe Princes and 
-| the s of the people,all his ſubſtance 
l \ ſhould be forfeited, and himſelf ſepa- 
rated from the congregation, &c. Now 
was this co come to build the Temple? 
no, it was to confeſle their fins, and to 
put away thcic firange wives, that the 


wrath 


1 * 


The Scripture Rail examined. 


wrath of the Lord might be turned 
away. This Scripture will ſerve my turn 
- hereaſter better then theirs now. 

But the next Scripture they alledge / 
is Ezeh. 22. 26. / Her Prieſts bave viola- 
ted my law, and bave profaned my holy 
thirgs : they have put no difference between 
the holy and profane, the clean and the un- 
Clean. Now by holy and protane (we 
know) is uſually meant che circumci- 
ſed and the uncircumciſed; and fo 
clean and unclean is to be taken in a 
legall ſenſe : and chen whar is this to 
debarring trom the fPaſſcover for mo- 
rall uncleannefle and ſcandalous fins, 
more then from other obſervances ? 

But they ſay further, that the un- 
circumciſed in heart were not ta enter 
into the Santtuary to polluce itzand fpr 
this they quote Ezek. 44.7, 9. where 
again they groſly abuſe the Text, and 
thac wilfully toogasone may think.And 
truly I cannot but wonder that men 
pretending to ſuch purity of worſhip 
_ diſcipline, dare _ ſo bold with 

riptures, as purpoſely to pervert 
chem co blinde cx, binder 
that he may not underſtand the ſenſe ; 
telling himchac ſuch as did manifeftly 


appear 


on oy I 6 EE I» © was ans TD > 4 © 


1 The Scripture Rack examined, 
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.. appear to be uncircumciſed in heart, 
' though they had received the circum- 


cifion of the fleſh,might not encer into 
the Sanftuary ; and that the admitting 
of ſuch. into the SanQuary, was 
the fault for which the Prieſts were 

uniſhed , verſ. 13. A moſt notorious 
falſhood, and (if, they did look upen 
the text) wiltully afferted to deceive 
their reader. The thing the Lord com» 
plained of in this place, was that they 
had brought into Gods Sanftuary, nor 
Jewes, but ſtrangers or aliens,uncir- 
cumciſed in heart ; and that we might 
be ſare it is meant of Gentiles and not 
Jewes, there is added uncircumciſed in 


the fleſh to pollute the Sanfuary, con- 


trary to the Law; but this theſe men 
teaveout, and conceal from the reader ; 
which if they could alſo have daſht out 
of the Bible, I beleeve ic would be 
the ſtrongeſt place in the Bible for their 


. purpoſe; but being as it is, it makes 


— —_— —— 
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nothing at all for them or againſt 


Mr, H. And we may take notice of the 
juſt judgement of God upon theſe mens 
ſpirits, leaving them to miſcarry them- 
ſelves, and that wy in —_ 

vg 


CO 


bas. 


The Scripture Rail examined, 


with. 

But to leave their falſe pgloſſes on theſe 
places andgo on; they te]] us-furcher 
pag. Zo. Thar this ipoken of the 


SanAuary is typicall in reference to. 


the ſpiricuall Sanuary, the Ghurch 
of Chriſt in Goſpell times ; but how 
they will prove that the SanQuary 
was a type of the Church 'of God in 
our times, I confeſſe I know not; be- 
cauſe the Jewes were a Goſpell Church 
and under the Goſpell Covenant then, 
as well as we now. To them was the Go- 
ſpell preached as well as to us, Heb. 4.2. 

-" But from thoſe Scriptures they con- 
clude, that the Jews were kept from the 
Pafſeover for preſumptuous and ſcan= 
dalous ſins; for ſay they, It they were 
cut off trom the congregation, then 
they came not to the Paſſeover ; And 


one end of their cutting off was, that | 
they might not defile the Paſſcover ; 


and thence conclude that Mr. H. hath 
deluded the reader. 

Aznſw. Let them for ſhame be more 
lingle hearted hereafter in their conclu- 


ing the Scriptures; the thingabey uns. ..' 
juftly charge that reverent man Mr. H. 


fions 


The Scripture Rail examined, 
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 fions. This js their argument, ſone 
» Jewes were to be cur off trem the con+ 
regation by: death tor preſumptuves 
ys {ſcandalous tins; theretore ſome 
were to be debarred the Paſſcover tor 
moral] uncJeannelſe : is this a good 
conſequence ? That by cu:ting oft trom 
the congregation we are (tor the moſt 
part at leaſt) to underſtand a cutting 
off by death, appears, Numb. 15: 30, 
31. Exod. 31. 124. Again, they were 
cut off, ftoned to death for their pre- 
ſumptuons fins; therefore they were 
cut off that they might not defile the 
'Pafſeover : This in plain termes is all 
that they ſay; and is this good and 
ſound reaſoning ? Is nor this a great 
diſcovery of Mr. Humfreys deluding the 
reader? Andlet me norte further, that 
it it could be proved that any were cx- 
cluded the Sanftuary for fcanda!lous 
fins ; the conſequence will be no more 
-bur this, That for ſcandalous tins 
ſome may be excluded from aJl rhe 
parts of Gods worſhip, which is not 
denied but granted by Mr.H. provided 
- it be done by the juſt cenſures of the 
Church : ſo that theſe Gentlemen'may 
ſec, what a noiſe they make about nos 

: thing, I 2 ; Bus 
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The Scripture Rail examined, 


But they go on and tel] us what Ge- 
laſpy ſaith on 1 Cor. 10. (in his Book * 
called Aarons Rod budded ) concerning 
thoſe 1iraclites that did eat of the Man 


na, and drank of the Rock that fol- 
lowed them, that they talling into ide- 
latry, whoredomes, murmurings, and 
the like, the wrath of God came 
upon them ;z hence ihcy interre, TI ney 
did not cat of the Manna and drink of 
the Rock after' the committing of 
thoſe fins, and ſo were cxcluded tor 
moral] uncleznnefſe; as good a conle- 
quence as the former. 

Forfirft, I deny that all that were 


guilty of thcſe tins were cut off from' 


the congregation : forthe whole con- 
gregation - murmured, &c. yet were 
they not all deſtroyed ; their carkaſſes 
fell in the wildernefſe not all at once 
in one day. but by degrees for many 
years: and yet thoſe chat were ſpa- 
red did eat Manna, otherwife they 
muſt needs haye periſhed with hun- 
er. 

Secondly, For thoſe that were de* 
ſtroyed and cur off, was it that they 
might noteat Manna any more? What 
aſtrange, and abfurd- conſequence is 


thisz, 
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this; They were deftroyed for their 
* idolatry, whoredomes and murmur- 
/ i; ngs, therefore they were cut off that 
they might not catof that Sacramen- 
; tall Manna, What a ſtrange fancy is 
| this? as it amalefaftor were pur to 
: death, that he might not live co come 
to the Sacrament any more; me thinks 


/ it were more rationall ro fay, they 
" were cut off by death, that they mighe 
Cr not diſhononr God by the committing 


of choſe tins of idolatry, whoredomes 
and murmurings any more. v9'4 
re In the ſame page, trom the falſe and 
m1 * abſurd premites (as they are already 
1- | Adifcovered 'to be) thofe': Gentlemen 
re | urge Mr. FA. wich an argument ; but ir 
es & is fo long, flarand i falfey; that 1 ſhall 
ce # paſſe it by; having altrcady cur the legs 
ny | It ſtandsupon. | And che truth is, the 
\a- | Author whom.they reproach, hath ſaid 
ey |, <nough concerning this. Scripture to 
iN ſtop the mouth of very malice and envie 
itdelt, itany thing would do it. 
Jes Bur let as remember what we are up- 
vey | 2P- Theſe Gentlemen have denied that 
all the Iſraelites were admitted to their 


ſome 


Sacraments, efpecially the 'Paſſeover :- 
and to-prove this, _ have bronghs' 
i 3 
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11 8 The Scripture Rail examined. 


ſome Scriptures : I have examined them f + 
(you ſee). and their interences and q ® 
concluſions drawn trom them : and all 7, 
they have fa1 i 2nd make a ſhew of a- | * 
nounts to no more but this; 1. That 
tome Were denyed the Paſſeover for | 
a moneths ſpace dy reaſon oi their Jle- | 
gall uncle:nuetie. 2. Thar ſome have 
been cut oft by death tor morall un- 
cleannelle, or that ſome have otherwiſe 
been ſeparated from the congregation, 
and (o from all ordinances of divine | 
worſhip, for {ſcandalous fins. And | 
all that can pollibly be gathered hence, | 
13 no more then what Mr. H. hath all 
along granted -. for he exceprs the e&x- 
communicate-:in his Free . Admilſion to | 
the Lords Supper i and this is by them | 
yeelded unto, if. he mean right accor- | 
ding to the word, the matter is ended, |} 
So that one would think they granted |} 
this, and in another place, chat our } 
parochiall congregations: are true | 
Charches in a large ſenſe, that the 
whole difference between Mr. H. and | 
them were only in point of diſcipline : 
Andif ſo,then the fault Mr. H.is charge- 
able with in this point,is his not ſetting 
up diſcipline, but exercifing the ordis 
: nances | 


: © TheSeripture Rail examined. 
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| f© rances of worſhip - without it. - Bur 
| 4 * M, Foareshath faid enough to take off 
| /'» Achis, in urging and proving a neceſſi- 

* ty of adminiſtring the Sacrament'ofithe 
| Supper, in congregations not Presby- 
| tered. ;;Thus we have'confidered - the 
| admiſſionto the Paſſeover among the 
Jewes.' 

Now feeing there is ſuch analopie 
between the Paſſeover and the 'Lords 
Supper ;\ the admiſſion to the one ſeems 
to bea good rule for admiſſion' to.che 
other ; and feems to be granted on both 
ſides, in that ic is. urged by both. 
| - And therefore I ſhal affere ſomethings 
1 from the: law oft the | Paſſcover, for 
1 further: confirmation and 'ftrengrhning 
» | ofthe duty of free. admiſſion to'ithe 
. | LordsSupper. EYE. 1 
. | 1. The! Paſſcover was the' ſame for 
3 3} dCubſtancewith the'haly Supper, Ggni- 
rc | fyingthe ſame things: + (4 1 bet: 


3 SS. IS. 20, 2.0. hh... 2d, 
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e & - 2. It was a fervice.commandetd the 
e 8 whole Chutch,tbat whioſvever ſhould 
4 & negle&irc in his ſeaſon thould be cur off 
& from his people. THY T71971. 
bs 3- Thepeople of Iſrael were a'mixt 
g ple, and many of :them as uncapa- 
Is 


: ble of making a ſpirituall  uſe'i 6f 
T6: che 


The Scrigtnre Rail examined, 


the Paſſeover, as ours of the Sup>' 


adminiſtration is under the ſame Co- 
venant, and is but added to or graffcd 
into the Church of the Jewes,and their 
conſticution, Rom. 11.18. 

5. The Church of Chriſt, ſince the 
comming of Chrift in the fleſh; is un- 
der the tame principles, and in ſome 
reſpedts greater then under Moſes and 
the Prophets. And therefore why 
ſhould not admiſſion to the Lords 
Supper be as free as the Pafſeover. 


Firft I ſay the Jewes Paſſeover was - 


the ſame for ſubſtance with our Sa- 
crament of the Lords Supper, both tig- 
nifie the ſame things ? 

1. The Paſchal Lamb appointed for 
that holy ſervice, was a lively type of 
the Lamb of God ſlain from the be- 
ginning of the world, to take away 
the fins thereof. DO, 

2. The offering of this Lamb whole 
without diſmembring or breaking a 
bone of him, did ſhew that whole 
Chrit muſt ſuffer, that his ſuffering 
- might be ſufficient to fſatisfie divine 


3 The 
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4: The Church under {the Goſpell #2. 
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The Seripture Ratlexamined; 121 
|» ©” 3. Thebloud of the lamb was to be 
*|* firickenonthe lintels and fide poſts of 
Fg every ones door, as a token upon thoſe 
houſes where the Iſraelites were ; thar 
when the Lord paſſed tbrough the land 
of Egypt to deſtroy the firſt born both 
of man and beaſt, the plague might nor 
ſmitethoſe houſes ; which was to in- 
ſtru& them, that this Lamb of God 
Chrift. Jeſus, whoſe blond was ſhed 
upon the croſſe, was the only Savi- 
our of his Church and people from the 
wrath which the Egyptian world lies 
under : and not baving any know- 
ledge of him, nor means of comin 
unto him, muſt needs periſh. An 
all this concerning' the Pafſeover was 
to be! obſerved yearly at the time ap- 
pointed, through their generations or 


_— — 
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þ | ever, for a memorialt of thetr delive- 
=] rance Out of Fyyptz which though it 
7 || were butbodily and temporal}, yet ic 


* Was to lead them to the underftanding 
of their ſpirituall and eternal} delive- 
rance-by' the bloud of Chriſt. And 
hence it is-that the Apoftle faith, Cbrift 
our Paſſeover is ſacrificed for w, 1 Cor. 
5.7-'We in the Supper have the figns 

of Chrifts own death, held out as al- 

ready 
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ready accompliſhed ; they in the type © 


had him held forth as decreed and pray 
miſed to be accompliſhed ; and both 
to be obſerved in that remembrance. 
Andas it is well obſerved, that: Chriſt 
having kept the laſt Paſſeover, did im- 
mediately inſtitute the Sacrament of 
the Supper, that it might ſucceed in 
the roomand ſtead of the Paſſeover. A 
change in the thing typified (Chriſt 
then £o come and ſuffer death, now 


. already come and ſuffered) ' was the 


cauſe ofthe change in the externgls of 
this ſervice. 
Secondly, That the Law of the Paſſe- 
over, was of abſolute force in reſpe& of 
all the congregation of Iirael, is ſo 
obvious and mantfeft, that I need not 
ſay any thing for proof thereof : Exod. 
12. '& Numb, 9. is without all gain- 
ſaying, And though the end of that 
obſervance were ſpirituall and the ſer- 


vice it (elf myſterious; yet thoſe that - 


were moſt ignorant and carnall, were 
as much under the obligation . of that 
holy .ſervice, as thoſe that were rege- 
nerate and really holy : it concerned 
them all- co conforme to the externals 


of that ſervice upon their lives, no - 


excuſe 
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" commanded. 


: excuſe would ſerve for the omiſljon of 


ic, but that of legall uncleannefſe and 
being in a journey, and that bur for the 
preſent only. 

Thirdly, That the Church of the 
Jewes was a mixt people, in reſpe& of 
reall goodnetle and badneſſe, even 'as 
ours are, I know none will deny; and 
yet in reſpc& of their relative ſtate, 
in reference to the Covenant made 
with their fathers, they were all equals 
in the enjoy ment of. the external] pri- 
viledges and obſervances of the Cove- 
nant, and the Church of God, in or- 
der to that blelſednefe promiſed to all 
thatdiligently obſerved the duties of 
the Covenant» And no people fo 


happy and proſperous as they, while 


they. adhered to Gods worſhip pre- 
ſcribed unto them: bur when they tor- 
ſook the 'waies of God, and followed 
their' own wales, and went after other 


* gods, &c.. then it. ever went ill wich 


chem, I know the Lord required truth 
and power, as well as externall form 
in worſhip, yet: they are not uſually 
blamed for want” of power, but for 
want of form in not doing what God 


4. That 


The Scripture Rail examined. = 


4. Tha the ſevecall Churches: of the: 


Gentiles now, are under the. ſ(ame:Co-! 


venant of grace, and added to, ori grat-| 


ted into the Church of the Jewes and 
their Church conſtitation ; I think can- 
not be denied. For though the admi- 
niſtration of the Covenant now be 
diffcrent from what it was before 
Chrift was exhibited ; yet there is no 
more change of the Church properly 
and formally contidered, then there 1s 
change of the Covenant; or change 
of the head Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, 
to day and forever, on whom (as the 
chiet corner ſtone) the Church in all 
ages hath been and till is built and 
founded. The ſame perſons that by 
birth priviledge were born members 
of the Jewes Church, and beleeving in 
Chriſt kept their ſtation, were alwaies 
members, they and theic feed never 
ceaſing ſo to be, even thouſands of 


the Jewes. Jeſus Chriſt had many Diſci- * 


ples, while he himſelf was a member 
and a Prophet of that Church, and 
eonformed unto the ceremoniall Ad- 
miniſtration, The. twelve whom he 
choſe were before (moſt of ther mem- 
bers of the Jewiſh Church : and chougt 

; not 


» - 
wy 


[ 


o'| 
Pm. 


The Scripture Rail Examined. 


-+,- not afterthe order of Aaron, yet after 


the order of Melchiſedech (as being 
King and Lord of all) he gave them 
authority to preach and baptize and 
work miracles in the Jewiſh Church 
only, while he was converſant among 
them. And thoſe that beleeved in 
him, and thoſe that belceved nor, were 
all one Church, adhering to the ſame 
worſhip and order of that Church un- 
till Chriſt was raiſed from the dead ; 
and had compleated the work of mans 
redemption ; then all thoſe carnall or- 
dinances were aboliſhed ; he put an end 
to them all ; and thoſe that neverdid 
belceve that he was the true Mefhas,did 
then unchurch themſelves and their 
ſeed. For they ftill adhering unto 
Moſes, and looking upon Chrift : as a 
falſe Chriſt, retuſed co ſubmit to the 
adminiftration of the Lord Jeſus ; and 
ſo loſt theic ſtation in the Church : buc 


. ſo manyas were convinced that he was 


the true Meſlias, adhered unto the Apo- 
ſtles Doarine, and came under all 
Church adminiftrations : ſo that for 
a good ſpace of time the Apoſtles prea- 
ched the Lord Jeſus in Jery only, be- 


- fore they preached to the Gentiles 3 fo 


that 


ThesS cripture Rail examined, © 


that there was I beleeve many thou- -. 
ſands of fouls of the newly reformed 
Church of the Jewes, before there 
were any particular Churchcs of the 
Gentiles. And where it is faid, thcy 
Were added to the Church, ic is not to 
be underſtood, that here was now a 
new Church conſtituted where was 
none before; but ſtill the ſame Church 
under a different adminiſtration : And 
the Jewes that were ofthe Church be- 
fore, belceving in Chriſt, as in him 
that was promiſed ſhould come, are 
now by the preaching of the Apoſtles 
convinced, that Jeſus whom their Ru- 
lers crucified, is the Chriſt already 
come. And this beleeving of theirs 
was no new faith, but the ſame which 
they had before in reſpeC& of the ob- 
jet, though under another conſidera- 
tion. And for thoſe Jewes which be- 
Jeeved and adhered to the Apoftles Do- 
Crine, many of them for a great while , 
would not be taken off from their for- 
mer cuftomes and obſervations. It is 
ſaid, that ſalvation is of the Fewes, Joh. 
4- 22. Ont of Sion ſhall go forth the Law, 
and the Word of the Lord from Jeruſalem, 
Ila. 2.3. Afﬀcer Chriſts aſcenfion, the 
Apoſtles 


T he Scripture Rail examined. 
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E Hooihe were to preach the God to 
al 


nations, but beginning firſt at Je- 
ruſalem, Luk. 24. 47- And they that 


© were ſcattered abroad upon the perſecu- 


tion that aroſc about Stephen, travelled 
as far as Venice and Cyprus and Antioch, 
preaching the Word to none bur the 
Jewes only, Ad. 11. 19. 

Certainly the Jewes were the firſt 
that came under the Goſpell Miniſtry ; 
and although ſome of them did not be- 
leeve, yet that did not make the faith 
of God of none ecffeA; that did not 
deprive the beleevers of their Church 
ſtare, nor make void the promiſes of 
God made to them, Rem.z, 3. The taith- 
fulneſſe of God appeared in the effe&s 
of great Covenant love to thar people, 
in opening the eyes and hearts of (o 
many thouſands to receive the Go- 
ſpell. There were but ſome of the 
branches that were broken off,and noc 
all, Rom. 11. 17. | 
" Beſides, the Gentiles received all 
from the Jewes; they were the only 
inftruments of their converſion : there 
being few or none in authority to 
preach but ſuch as were Jewes by nati- 
on at firſt, All this being ſo, ic muſt 
: needs 
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necds tollow, that the beleeving Gen- .. 
tiles were but added to, or grafted into 
the Church ofthe Jewes; and baptized 
into the ſame body, and fo made par- 
takers of the ſame hope and calling,be- 
ing made the children of the fame God; 
fe}low heirs, and ofthe ſame body, and 
partakers with them of his promiſe in 
Chriſt by the Goſpel, Ephe(.3.6. Fellow 
citizens with the Saints (the beleeving 
Jewes)) and of the houſhold of God, 
Fpheſ. 2. 19. | 
And true it is, that the Churches of 
the Gentiles had a very reverent efteem 
of the Church of the Jewes; and did 
readily conform to the direQions of the 
Church at Jeruſalem : and were care- 
full in their charity, to gather and di- 
ſtribute ro their neceſſity ; confeſling 
themſelves their d:btors, having recei- 
ved from them their fpirituall things, 
and that alone by their means, Rom. 15. 
26,27. Sothat all make up but one 
Church ; and all walk by the ſame 
rule; having one faith, one Lord, ane 
Baptifme : All ſubmitred themſelves to 
the rule and order of the Apoſtles, they 
andertaking the care and order of all 


Churches, All the Churches of the 
Gen- {| 


| 
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" Gentiles werenot only converted to the 
faith by the Apoſtles, bat alſo pur in- 

, to an holy order and way by ordai- 

*ning them officers to rule and feed 
them in the Lord. And as it was in 
the Jewes Church under Moſes and che 
Prophets, there was a receiving ot Pro- 
ſelytes, aliens converted, and they be- 
came Jewes by religion; ſo it was 
in the times of the Apoſtles 3 they made 
nations and cities and countreys pro- 
{elytes, and they became Chriftians 
wich the Jewes, and there was but one 
law, rule and way for all that were 
iwbodied into the Church. And there 
was grafting into and falling off from 
the ſame Church till all along to this 
day. I have been too long in this, but 
I will be ſhorter in thenext. 

Fitchly, that the Church of Chriſt 
lince the coming of Chrift in the fleſh 
isunder the ſame, and in ſome reſpetts, 
greater priviledges, then under Moſes 
and the Prophets. This will appear 
to be atruth, if we confider that Jeſus 
Chriſt is and ever was the meriting 
cauſe of all bleſſings and priviledges 
unto the Church in all cimes and ages 
of the world, that the Church: hath 

| K ever 
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ever been in poſſeſſion or expeRarion of: ' 
On the account of his traniatftivn with « |; 
the Father, all the promites ot cove- a+ 
nant bleſſings of grace and glory, made* * 
to Abraham and his ſeed, are tyund:d 
and thereby confirmed ; and fo con» 
ſequently to all that are ot his faith ; 
for ſo ſaich the Apoſtle, They that are of 
the faith are bl:fſed with faithfull Abraham, 
even all the Gentiles that receive the 
Do&rine ot taith, ſoas to initiate them 
into that Church of which Abrabam 
was the father; it being fiſt formedup 
in his family, and the Govenant freely 
made with him, and fcaled co him by . 
the Sacrament of Circumciſion : I ſay 
all thatare ot Abrahams taith are bleſſed 
with him. Hence it is that the Apos 
tle to the Ephcfrans hath many expret- 
ſions to the lame purpoſe. Chap. 1. 3. 
Bleſſed be God who hath bleſſed as with all 
ſpirituall bleſſings in Chriſt, And in the 
{econd chapter it is clearly intimated, 
that there was a time, while they were 
in their ftate of Paganiſme. that they 
were Aliens from the Common wealth of Iſ- 
rael, ſtrangers from the Grvenants of pro- 
mile, without hope, and wit hout God in the 
world : But now, ſaith he, you that were a» 
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| Faroff, are made nigh by tbe bloud of Chriſt, 
* Ephel: 2:11,12,13. But now in Chriſt 
l « Jeſus you are of the Commonwealth 


of Iſrae],children of the Covenants and 
Promiſes; and have as much inte- 
reſt & hope of good trom God through 
Chriſt, as the .Jewes who fjby deſcent 
were the natural] ſeed of Abraham. And 
therefore were now no mre ſtrangers 
and foreiners, but fellow Citizens with the 
Saints and of the houſbold of God, veri. 194 
The reaſon of all is, Chriſt is the ſame 
yeſterday and to day and for ever in 
ſpirituall things, as to the Church and 
their ſeed. And therefore he is ſaid to 
be the Miniſier of circumciſion, for the 
truth of God, to confirme 1he promiſes made 
to the fathers, and that the Gentiles might 
glorifie God for his mercies, Rom. 15. 
$,9. as being made ſharers in all thoſe 
promiſes of free grace made to the ta- 
thers and their naturall ſeed. Nay, 
we may obſerve, how [che Apoſtles do 
uſually apply the ſfeverall promiſes in 
the Prophets to particular cafes in the 
Churches of Chriſt in their times. 


Bur it may be asked, what were the Queſt, 


priviledges of the Jewes Church under 
Moſes and the Prophets ? 
| K 2 Mech 
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Anſw. 


Much every way, chiefly becauſe unto them © 


were committed the oracles of Gol: This 
was the chiet, Kom. y. 2. Burt 1n the 


y * 
ninth chapxer and tourth ve-i. the A-* 4 


poſtle addes many more particulars, 
laying, They are lijraelites, to ghom per- 
taineth the adoption, and the Covenants, and 
the glory, and the giving of the Law, and 
the ſervice of God, and the promiſes ; whoſe 
are the fathers ; and of whom concernang tbe 
fleſb Chriſt came, who ix over all, God bleſ- 
ſed for evermore. It is true there is 
ſomething of priviledge peculiar to 
them alone: as this, that of them 
Chriſt concerning the fleſh came; bur 
we know it is a greater privitedge to 
know and belecve he is come in the 
fleſh, and hath put an end to the yoke 
and burden of ſacrifices and obſer- 
vances, which neither they nor their 
fathers were able to bear. And Chriſt 
himſelf ſaith jn reſpe& of his kindred, 
that they were rather bleſſed that hear the 
Word of God and keep it, Luk. 11. 27, 28. 
But hence it was that ſalvation was 
of the Jewes only, becauſe unto them 
were committed the oracles of God,efc. 
and the Lord had not dealt fo with any 
nation beſides the Jewes before the 
com» 
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" cotning of Chriſt in the fleſh. Buc ſince 
, bleſſed be the father of mercies, who 
 , hath bleſſed the Gentiles with the ſame 
e + andgreater priviledges through Chriſt: 

] as will appear, if we conſult with ſome 
Scriptures which ſhew that Jewes and 
| Gentiles that belecve, areunder a more 
| glorious adminiſtration of the Cove- 
nant, and eafier ſervice, ſpirituall free- 
, dome, and more of the divine opera- 
s tions of the ſpirit of adoption; and 
; under grace; brought into a new and 
) living way, by a more perfe& ſacrifice 
1 of Chriſt himſelf, reconciling all chings 


t |. to God bythe bloud of his croſfe, Heb: . 


0 10. 20. Col. 1. 20. I muſt confeſſe I have 
Y: been too long upon theſe five things : 
'e | but hope they will beſo uſefull unto 
"Mm us in this controverfie which I have 
ic | undertaken, that with fach as yeeld 
& | conſent to theſe mofk certain truths, 


d, | 1 may poffibly prevail much, to free 


be | Mr. Humfreys little Tra&t from that 
8. reproach and ſlander, that is with ſwel- 
as | ling words of vanity, moſt boldly caft 
-m | upon the Author and it. And there- 
>c. || fore Idefire the reader feriouſly tocon- 
ſider what hath bin faid, and apply it to 
the bulifiefſe in _ by help of what 
3 


foll owes. The 


The Scriptnre Rail examined. 


" The Law ot the Paſſeover did oblige. 
all the congregation of Iſrac] upon , 


their lives to oblerve it in the ſeaton. 


Our Supper ot the Lord is the ſame toe » 


us that the Paſſeoyer was to them, tor 
the ſubſtance (as hath been proved) ha- 
ving the ſame meaning and end. The 
people of the Jewes as mixt as ours are, 
if not worſe in reſpet of good and 
bad, regenerate and unregenerate : and 
ſo as uncapable to make a ſpirituall uſe 
thereof. The Church under the Law 
and the Prophets before the coming of 
Chriſtin the fleſh and ſince theſame; 
which Jeſus Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
only retormed in point of externall 
adminiſtration, firſt owned by the 
ſewes ; unto which Church ſo refor- 


med, all beleeving Gentiles are added, | 


and graffcd into ir as the ſtock; and ſo 
partake of the ſame ſpiricuall and ex- 
ternall priviledges with them, they 
and their fced, to long as they continue 
to adhere and cleave to the outward 
means of ſalvation, in order to that 
end: and from theſe premiſes will fol- 
low theſe conclufions. 

Firſt, that the ſame obligation lies 
now upon all Chriftians to obſerve 


the 
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* the Ordinance of the holy Supper,that 
. did lie upon the whole congregation 


of Iirael ro obſerve the Ordinance of 
ahe Palſeover; and the Law of the 
Palſcover may teach us ſo much; and 
in ſomc reſpeCt is ſtill in torce. For fo 
long as the equity and rcafon of a com- 
mand or law remains, the command 
and law it felt remains for the ſub- 
ſtance of it: but the equity and reaſon 
of that command concerning the Paſſe- 
over ſtill remains in reſpeT of the 
Lords Supper ſucceeding in the room 
of the Patleover ; and therefore ſhould 
guide anddire& us in the adminiſtra- 
tion thereof, as touching the ſubj.&s 
or perſons that. ought co receive. 

And then ſecondly, it all that were 
in the Church ot the Jewes, came un- 
der the obligation ofall the commands 
of God to that Church, reſpe&ing the 
members in common ; and that both 
good and bad ; then all that are graffed 
into the ſame Church, come under the 
obligation of all the Lawes given to 
the ſame Church, and reſpc&ing the 
members in common, now as well as 
then, even all good and bad. 

Thirdly, the ſame exceptions that 

K 4 are 
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are made againft free admiſſion to the- 


Lords table, might have been made \\, 


apainſt the admiſſion to rhe holy Paſle- |} | 


over; if in thoſe times men durft have” 
diſputed Gods authority & command, 
as men make bold to do now, who will 
forbid whom God commands to do this 
in remembrance of him ? 

Fourthly, as infant Baptiſme is well 
argued from Circumcition, and that 
analogie that is berween them, they be- 
ing both*Sacran:ents of the ſame Cove- 
nant ; ſo the Lords Supper is well ar- 
gued from the Paſſeover to be an ordi- 
nance belonging to allin the Church 
of years, acknowledged members by 
the adminiſftring Bapriſme unto them. 

Fifchly, If the Lord required con- 
formity in worſhip, dofrine and or- 
derinthe Jewes Church founded upon 
the ſame Covenant of grace, and rock, 
upon which itis ſtil] built z then they 
muſt needs be out of Gods way,that en- 
devour to make this uniformity void, 
by making diviſions, ſchiſmes, ſepara- 
tions and confuſjons in the ſame 

Church; as it is at this day with us in 
E xyland. 
Sixthly, The;Church of che ”_ 
C- 
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: - being of Godsown conftiturion, is the 
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e »}, beſt Precedent for the guiding of ſauc- 
= 1 | ; ceeding Churches that are nationa)l, 
e" f and in polkſion of divine oracles from 
, generation | to generation, as they 
1 were. 

'$ Laſtly, Let me adde this, that no- 


thing is more inconliftent with the 
welbeing ofthe Church of God, then 
to be without zealous Magiſtrates and 
Minifters to preſerve union, peace and 
order indiyine appointments of wor- 
ſhip and ordinances. I would not have 
hinted theſe things, but that IT intend 
thereby to make way for what I ſhall 
ſay by and by. 
I ſhall now proceed to anſwer fur- Obje@. 
ther to what is objeQed by the Gentle- 
men of Gloceſter-ſhire, namely, rhar it is 
n not an abſolute duty; that all profeſſing 
RK Chriftianity are bound to receive the 
y Sacrament, bethey profane,ignorant or 
[= ſcandalous : for (lay they) the Apoſtle 
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l, preſcribes rules and qualifications in or- 
j- der to coming to the Sacrament; Let a 
e man examine himſclf, and ſo let him come. 


n This is the main thing which chey ob- 

ject againſt Mr. H. preſſing the recetving 
' of the Sacrament as a neceffary duty 
which 


it. 
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which all (as he hath ftaced the thing) . * | - 


are bound to obſerve. 


I need not ſtand upon this; becauſe b ; 
I have already been ſomewhar large up- © 


on that Scripture, (where they tay the 
Apoſtle requires ſuch qualifications ) 
in my former diſcourſe, co which I re- 
{erre the reader. Yet becauſe theſe men 
haveſomething which the DoAor hath 
not, I ſhall hint a little ac ſomething of 
theirs, I muſt confeſſe I judge the 
main ſtrelſe of the controverliieto Jie in 
thatelecyenth chapter of the firſt to the 
Corinthians. And there need be no que- 
ſtion but che Corinthians were injoyned 
by the Apoſtle to obſerve this ordi- 
nance of the holy Supper in remem- 
brance of Chriſt: for verſ. 2. he com- 
mends them for remembring him in all 
things, and keeping the ordinances as 
he delivered them to them. So that 
their keeping and obſerving. of this 
ordinance, as well as the other (as to. 
the thing it ſelf ) was well done by 
them: but then when he ſpeaks to their 
miſcarriages about the manner of per- 
formance, he praiſes them not, but re- 
proves them, for their wofull abuſe of 


the ordinance in their excefle, diſorder». 
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ry a& of receiving, or while they were 
together. for that: end ; They made a 


' - breach upon the very externals of that 


ſervice; uſing the elements as common 
things topleaſe the outward man, and 
notto that end for which the Lord 
Jeſus appointed them. And theſe men 
(ina manner) confefſe as much, that 


_ they being newly come out of idolatry, 


In imitation of their idoFatrous feaſts 
had their love-feaſts, when they came to 
the Lords Supper,and that there was ex- 
cefſe among them, though not preciſely 
at the Lords Supper. Theſe men are nor 
willing to yeeld they were drunk at the 
adminiftration preciſely, but immedi- 
ately before; or it at the time of recei- 
ving, yet not with the wine conſecrated 
for that holy and ſpirituall end, the re- 
membrance of the death of Chriſt. And 
therefore (as moſt Divines conjeQure ) 


. their exceſſe was at their love-feaſt ſpo- 


ken of in Fude. But I conceive it is ve- 

uncertain whether they had any 
ſuch feaſt or no 'that place in Fude 
doth nor determine it 5 much lefle the 
keeping 'of it immediately before the 


. Lords Supper, or in the place where 


they 
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they met together for the celebration . | .p 


of that holy ſervice, But whether they 
came drunk, or eat and drank unto ex- 


ceſſe of theelements liberally provided, = 


it was ſuch a profanenefſe that neither 
my ſelfnor Mr. H.I hope ſhall never 
plcad for : what ever theſe men charge 
Mr. H. with in this reſpe&, telling the 
reader, he pleads tor the admiſhon of 
idolaters, drunkards and impenirents 
to the Sacrament, Pag.32. 33, 34-com- 
pared, Bur is this brotherly dealing 
(think you)-.to make ſuch a wilde in- 
terence ? may not a' Miniſter fhew what 
the fin was, for which God ſo ſtverely 
paniſhed the Corinthians, but be muſt be 
reproached as one pleading for the 
admittance of idolaters, drunkards and 
impenitents to the Sacrament? Hath 
not Mr. H. ſaid enough in bis Book to 
free himſelf from this crime ? He ſaid 
indeed there was nothing againſt their 


coming 3 for that was their duty, which . 


theſe men deny, unlefſe they be ſo qua- 
lified : but he doth not only ſay they 
ought to come, but to come prepared : 
yet mens impenitency and unprepared- 
neſſe doth notmake void the comman- 


demient of God ; neither is the princt - 
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'Þ" -pall ro be negleRted tor an acceſſory 
ſubſervient thereto. | 
; AndI pray you, whom doth the A- 
®poftle ſet up to be judge of theſe quali- 
fications in the Church 2 What otficers 
hath he appointed for this? Is it not 
® clear that every man is to examine 
himſelf, and judge himſelf, thac he may 
not be judged of the Lord ? Can men 
deviie better waies to carry on Gods 
Ordinances with purity, then himſelf 
bath preſcribed? The Corinthians fin - 
ning, was In ins ations at the 


time of the adminiſtration : and I pray 
you who could forelee that to prevent 
it better then themſelves? And as for 
their perſons and reall wortninefle,the 
Apoftle meddles not with it atall. Nei- 
ther may we denominate men ſuch in 
perſon really, as ſome unworthy as 
done by them do import : for it we do 
{o, we ſhall condemn the generation of 
the juſt; righteous men may be over- 
taken with ſome uncighteous aftions ; 
for in meny things we offend all, Jam. 3. 2. 
AndI grant this unworthy receiving 
was out of weaknefſe and ignorance (as 
theſe Gentlemen plead) the Corinthians 
coming newly out ofcheir heatheniſm : 


but 


14% 
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bur what is this to them that are not 


guilty of their unworthy receiving at 


all 2 as for matter of order and reve- (aff i 


rent decorum in the obſervances, not 
one among a thouſand offending there- 
in, Andfor unworthinefle of perſon, 


there is nor one word in the Text, in © 


reference to coming to rhe Sacrament, 
and yer that makes all the trouble, and 


cauſes many to run into a world of . 


miſchicf in the Church. Hence they 
inferre that the unregenerate in the 
Church, receiving,cat and drink judge- 
ment to themſelves, and therefore teach 
them to omit the duty ; contrary to all 
rule bothin the Old and New Tefta- 
ment and all Scripture Churches. And 
hence they make ſchiſmes and ſepara- 
tions in the Church. And hence they 
make this the higheſt ordinance, as be- 
ing a communion for Saints only ; and 
upon the matter the leaſt of all in other 
reſpeAs; detrating from the wiſdome, 
power and goodnefſe of God, in deny- 
Ing it to be a means of regenerating 
graceunto Chitrch'members. And hence 
they have invented ſuſpenſion from'the 
Lords Supper, with the loſſe or negle& 
of true diſcipline, And hence _ 
es (N* 


 Þ - 1 Oy OR Oy ee Os EET 


w 


The Scripture Rail Examined, 
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* tlemen have commended unto us, as the 
.  onlyexpedient for reformation, to be- 


in with che minor part,leaving out the 
reſt (as judgcd to be excommunicable ) 
without: any tryall. Hence it is thac 
many are atraid of being guilty in par- 
taking with others in their fins, in un- 


_. worthy receiving ; eſpecially in the fin 


of murdering Chriſt , And many other 
likeerrors they run into, by reaſon of 
this one error in taking that eating 
and drinking unworthily to be meanc 
of unworthinefle of perſon. The holy 
Ghoſt intends the manner of eating, 
but they will have it to be intended of 
the worthinefſe of the man that eats, 
And upon this error is grounded all 
that theſe men have to ſay againſt M. H. 
book. TIcould wiſh they would ber- 
ter conſider of it. For ſtill I ſay the 
Corinthians were commended for keep- 
ing this ordinance as well as any other 
in the Church; and reproved only for 
ſome great abuſe in their manner of car- 
rying on that ſervice; the which abuſe 
did not lie in coming unworthily, 
norin their other miſcarriages Which 
were many upon other occaſions ; but 
1n this, their abuſing of the holy figns 

unto 
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unto carnall and common ends : For. * 
this cauſe ſome were weak and fickly among ſt 
them, and ſome were fallen aſleep. So that 
this place cannat be urged againit any 
that are Chriſtians, and externally (ac 
lealt )Jconform to the holy ations re- 

uired in this ſervice : but againſt open 
abuſes of the inſtitution, 

But theſe men will ſay of me, as they 
do of Mr. H. pag. 88. That | know 
well enough, bur that I would blinde 
poor ſouls,that| Do this in remembrance 
of me| was ſpoken to the Dilciples, 
ſuchas were of Chriſts family, and nor 
to all, &c. : 

I know ſure enough, that this com- 
mand was ſpoken to the Diſciples of 
Chriſts family, not to all; but then 
I know allo (and fa might they ) that 
all that are born in the Church of 
Chriſt and baptized, and of years, and 
under Church indulgence, are Diſciples 
of Chriſts family ; and therefore thar 
command is ſpoken to them ; and they 


| are boundto obſerve it, mm they can 


pros ſome diſpenſation for the neg- 
et of duty in this, more then in all 
other obſervances: for the baptized 
come under the obligation of tr 
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* , that Chrift commands, Mat. 28. 19, 20, 
* And let thereader then judge, who are 
; moſt guilty of blinding poor ſouls;they 
hat teach them to obſerve and do all 
that Chriſt commands, or. they that 
teach men to omitand negle& ſome ne» 
ceflary duties of homage and ſervice 
which Chriſt commands for the good 
of their ſouls; as theſe Gentlemen 
make very bold to do : but how they 
will anſwer it before their Maſter, I 
leave to themſelves to conſider. And 
when Iſay all ought to come, I do not 
mean the juſtly excommunicated,who 
while they are ſo, are out of Chrifts 
family; nor the unbaptized, as being 
againſt divine order ; nor any that re- 
nounce the Chriſtian Religion, caſting 
offthe yoke of Chriſt in defiance of him, 
or the like. | 
In the next place, I ſhall cake notice 
how the Gentlemen do moſt notoriouſ- 
ly abuſe Mr. Humfreys ſenſe in a paflage 
of his Book; telling their reader, That 
Mr. Hwmfrey ſaith, thoſe dreadful] cx- 
prefſions of the Apoſtle of being guilty 
of the body and bloud of Chriſt ; and 
eating and drinking judgement to 


themſelves, were not to affright any 
L fron 
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The Scripture Rail examined, 


from coming to the Sacrament : pag.39 


But whoſoever ſhall but look into | 
Mr. Humfreys Book, pag. 71. tnay eafi- , 


ly ſee what defign theſe men have uport 
Mr. H. Thetrcuth is, be it- right or 
wrong, they are reſolved (ifpofſible) 
to render him odious to the inconfide- 
rate, who are apt to beleeve every thing 
they hear from men that can . but ſpeak 
ſmooth words, without further ſearch. 
And who would think that men of 
ſuch language, pretending ſo much to 
holineffe and power of religion,bould 
dare to pervert and tear in pieces ſen- 
tences, that they might have ſomething 
to ſay againſt the Author, to render 
him odiousto the worſt ofmen. Mr. H. 
words are theſe : It is certdin thoſe dread- 
full expreſſions, of being guilty of the bloud 
of Chriſt, and eating and drinking danmation; 
are to mike mentake heed that they prepare 
themſelves and come worthily ; but (faith 
he) Irannot think they are to affright any 
from the Sacrament. This is the reſult of 
what went before, where he urges both 
the principall duty and the acceffory : 
weare bound to come; and to come 
worthily ; If a man fail in the one, and 


| benot ſufficiencly prepared, Idare not 


ſay 


a 
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The Scripture Rail examined. 


' + ſay (faith he) that muſt keep him from 
the Sacrament : I am ſure it will noe 
excuſe him from the other that is the 
*principall duty. Befides, they ſhould 
have remembred what Mr. H. Iaid down 
in ſtating his Free Admiſſion, before 
they had made ſuch an outcry againſt 
him. What nor one, ſay they, what 
not an idolater, an mncefſucus perſon, 
a hater of the godly,a witch ? &c. Why 
doth not Mr. H. after his urging the 
necefliry of coming (and that with 
ſuch ſtrength of argument, as I beleeve 
will never be taken off by any) diftin- 
guiſh between a profane and preſum- 
ptuous coming to an ordinance, and a 
Chriftian coming in conformity to 
Gods worſhip ? and he faich, Though 
it be better not to come, then to come 
ina profane way (that being rebellion 
and 1m in the fa&) yet it is better to 
come in a Chriftian way, though but 
in an outward conformity to Gods ſer- 
vice, then altogether tonegleCt it : the 
which being granted, and praftiſed of 
all, inall other duties ; he thinks ic 
bur a begging of the queſtion to deny 
itin the Sacrament, pag. 75, 74- 
I profefſe the Gentlemen in their 
L 2 ___ anſwer 
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anſwer to what Mr. H. hath written,in . - | 


k 


three or four pages together, have done 
nothing but triflez as if they were 


glad they could bur ſhift theic hands vis 


what is urged againſt them, miſerably 
begging the queſtion in every thingthey 
afſerc. But pag. 147. they aske it thoſe 
do not come in a profane way, that 
come but in an outward conformity 
and whether the moſt profane wret- 
ches do not ſo come, and think they 
have done enough : and they urge ma- 
ny places of Scripture againſt this, 
as Ia.1.11. & 66.5. fer. 6. &7. chap. 
from whence they inferre that the di- 
ſtin&tion is abhorred of the Lord ; and 
that whoſoever comes in an outward 
conformity only, comes ina preſum- 
ptuous and profane way. 

I anſwer, that notwithſtanding theſe 
Scriptures, Mr. Humfreys poſition is ſtill 


a truth; namely, that it is better to 


come ina Chriſtian way (though bur. 


in outward conformity to Gods ſer- 
vice) then altogether to neglet it : For 
(as he faith) it is conteſſed by all in all 
other duties, & therefore it is but a beg- 
ging of the queſtion to deny it in this, 


And beſides, theſe Scriptures do no- 


moic 


ml he Scripture Rail examined, 
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' _—_ reſpe& the Paſſeover then all o- 


ther parts of Gods worſhip and ſervice. 
nd I beleeve theſe Gentlemen will not 
deny but in other duties of Gods ſer- 
vice, as prayer, hearing the Word, and 
ſinging of Plalmes, &e. externall con- 
formity is better and not ſo abhorred 
of the Lord who commands theſe du- 
ties, as wholly to negle&t them. 

But they ſay, whoſoever comes in a 
meer outward conformity, comes ina 
preſumptnous and profane way. 

Gods commands free ſuch comers 


from preſumption and profanenefle in; 


that particular ; as to the matter of 
obedience: and I know nothing in all 
the holy Scripture againſt this; bur 
doubtielſe the want of outward con- 


Objef, 


Solut. 


tormity unto the Lawes of God is ac- - 


counted rebellion, and that which the 
Lord alwaics complained of in Iſrael 
of o]d, and puniſhed them for too. And 
they had many promiſes and incou- 
ragements unto externall obedience : 
and it never went ill with them ſo long 
as they outwardly conformed to Gods 
own appointments; inay we know 
wicked men have been rewarded for 
outward obedience to the word of the 
Lord, L3 For 
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For that firſt of Iſaioh ; the ſcope 


of the chapter is to demonſtrate and 
ſhew what a moſt horrible apoſtafie 


there was of the whole people of Zudab® 


at that time, but eſpecially of the ru- 
Jers and judges over them, verſ.21,22, 
23. in ſo much that verſe 10. they are 
called rulers of Sodom, and princes of 
Gomorrah, becauſe they were {o dege- 
nerate from what they ſhould be accor- 
ding to divine appointment: and there- 
fore no wonder it the Lord do upbraid 
them with their ſacrihces, new moons, 
tabbaths, and ſolemn meetings; and 
that the Lord regarded them not ; why? 
their hands were full of oppreſſion and 
bloud; there was no anſ{werablenefle in 
other things to the duties of worſhip 
they did perform: and yet they thought 
becauſe they had the worſhip of God 
amoneft them, they might do all man- 
ner of abaminations; and that was 
the ule they made of former deliveran- 
ces. And yet it is hard to fay that they 
had been lefſe ſinfull if they had alto- 
gether omitted the duties of worſhip, or 
that they were condemned becauſe they 
did perform them. The Lord tels them, 
that if they would put away the _ 
0 


| 
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- of their doings, and ceaſe to do evill 


and learn to do well; ſeek judgement, 
relieve the oppreſſed, judge the father- 
defle, plead the cauſe of the widow (the 
which things they might do} then the 
Lord promiſes grace and favour, par- 
don of fin, and acceptance in his wor- 
ſhip : but the want of obedience in 
thoſe particulars, made them not ac- 
cepted in the things of Gods comman- 
ded worſhip : yet they might not leave 
off the worſhip of God ; neither is here 
any thing to affcight them from it, 
but motives and argument uſcd to make 
them more obedient in all other obſer- 
vances anſ{werable to that worſhip of 
God, as they expe&ed good from him. 

Now what is all this to them that 
yeeld an outward conformity (ar leaft) 
inall or moſt things which God re- 
quires, to prove that iris no betrer for 
them to perform duties of worſhip then 
to omit them altogether ; or that it is 
better for all unregenerate perſons not 
to come to the Sacrament, then to 
come ina Chriſtian way, though but 
in outward conformity only, which is 
the main thing now in queſtion. 


And the like may be faid of that 
L 4 Iſa. 


The Scripture Rail examined. 


Jia. 66. 3. He that hileth an oxey is as if be 


ſlew @ man, and he that ſacrificeth a_ lambe, 


a1if he cut off a dogs neck, &c, What is 


the reaſon of all this? Becauſe they haves ' 


choſen their own waies, and their ſoul delight= 
eth in their own abominations ; therefore the 
Lord will alſs chuſetheir deluſgons, and bring 
their fears uponthem, &c. verl. 3.4. The 
truth is, the fault Jay not in doing 
thoſe things, but in notdoing all thac 
the Lord required as well as they could; 
but they would do ſome things he 
commanded, and other things of their 
own chuiing, even their own abomi- 
nations, like thoſe ſpoken of Fer. 7: 
that cry, The Temple of the Lord, the 
Temple of the Lord ; and yet will fteal, 
murder,and commit adultery,and ſwear 
falſly, and burn incenſe to Baal, and 
walk after other gods; and come and 
ſtand before God in his houſe ; and ſay, 
Weare delivered to commit all theſc 
abominatjons. This is a profane pre- 
ſumpruous coming to an ordinance of 
God ; but to come in a Chriſtian con» 
formity unto daties of worſhip, in 
hope of a bleſling ; being reſtrained 
trom ſuch enormities as are ſpoken of 
in theſe Scriptures, is a different thing ; 
c!ſpe- 


o- 


L eſpecially theſe plates reſpeting natio- 


o- 


——— — 


The Scriptare Rail examined. 


133 


nall fins rather then of parcicular pri- 
vate perſons. 

* But theſe Gentlemen judge, that this 
outward conformity in the duties of 
Chriſtianity, according to the preſent 
capacity of perſons in the Church, as 
they are able to performe, is a {ſweet bit 
for the Devill, anda means to keep, up 
rotten formality till. 

But pray you, what is reformation 
in the Church, bur to bring people to 
yeeld an outward conformity to the 
clearand undiſputable Lawes which 
Jeſus Chriſt hath ſet up in the Church? 
I wiſh with all my heart, the generality 
of Chrifts ſubje&s in the Church of 
England, were reduced to that obedi- 
ence, though but meerly externall. 
I ſhould then think we wcre yery hap- 
Py 3 and ſhould much rejoice to ſce 
ſuch dajes and times in Ergland : and 
I muſt confe{ſe my defires and prayers 
unto the Lord are, thar all our exor- 
bitances may be reduced unto unitor- 
miry of Chriſtian obedicnce (though it 
were but in reſpe&t of the outward 
man) in doQrine, worſhip and difci- 
pline : that all might come ag 4 
ordi- 
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The Scripture Rail examined... 


ordinary means and waies of their | fal- . 


vation: and that we wight teach our 
poſterity inthe way of holy profeſſion 


and cſtabliſhment of the true and live= 


ly oracles of God, in reſpe&t of which 
Ge the preſent, we are the moſt un- 
happy of all thereformed Churches in 
Chriſtendome, For ſome men cannot 
indure to hear of ſuch words as uni- 
formity in Religion, under the eſta- 
bliſhment of Chriſtian Lawes of the na- 
tion; norofa form of godlinefſe, and 
holy order in the Church of Chrift : 
bur in the Kingdome of Chriſt would 
(upon the matter) have every one lett 
to his liberty, to do what ſeems good 
in his own eyes. But our God is the 
God of order, and not of confuGon. 
And I doubt not but the Chriſtian Ma- 
oe hath as much power to reform 

cligion in times of defe&ion and apo- 
ſtaſie, according to the manileſt Lawes 
of Jeſus Chriſt by whom they rule, as 
the Kings and rulers of the houſe of Ju- 
dehhad ; and ought to follow thoſe 
glorious preſidents, Zoſtab, Hezekiab,and 
Nehemiah who were caret{ull to reform 
Religion in all things according to the 
known Lawes of God: Thele examples 
are 
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' are recorded for ourlearning, and for 


the incouragement of thoſe whoſe 
hearts are warmed with the love of 
God, and zeal for his glory,to improve 
the advantages of power and opportu- 
nity, to bring both Miniſters and peo- 
ple to a conformity in the externals of 
holy worſhip and order. And the 
memory of Queen Elizabeth in this Na- 
tion is bleſſed, becauſe of her care to 
reftrain the Papiſts from their ſuperſti- 
tion and cruelty, and to draw on the 
whole people of the Nation to the Pro- 
teftant Religion: And the ſucceſlc of 
this her care in reforming and reſto- 
ring the true Religion, hath been very 
glorious in all reformed Churches 
abroad ; and indeed was inſtrumen- 


tall of the greateſt bleſſing that ever this 


nation was poſſeſſed of : for being put, 


into a peaceable injoyment of cove- 
nant ordinances and godly order; we 
are ſtill (by that means) a people in 
Covenant, and bare the Lord for our 
God, yet not without our fears, leſt the 
Jukewarmneſle of all in the things of 
our God, eſpecially in the matters of 
his worſhip, will in a ſhort time dar- 
ken all our glory, and render us a peo- 


ple 


gr 


The Scripture Rail examined, 


ple moſt deſpicable and odious to God- 


and men, if not utterly unchurch and 
diſcovenant us, as ſome do flanderouſly 
report that we are already. 

But I ſhall now come to the third 
thing propounded, namely, that all in 
the Church, and of years, ought 
ro ſybmic themſelves to the diſcipline 
of the Church, not to be denyed any 
external] Church priviledge untill they 
be judicially proceeded againſt, and 
juſtly excommunicated. To omic what 
hath been already ſaid in anſwer to 
the Doftor touching excommunicati- 
on; I ſhall propoſe ſome few things 
further to be confidered for the ſtating 
and clearing of the true diſcipline : 
and then I ſhall examine whether that 
which theſe Gentlemen commend to 
their reader, be any thing like the di- 
ſciplineof Chrift held forth in Scrip- 
cure, and praftiled by the primitive 
Churches of Chriſt. 

1. Thatall that are baptized and of 
years, muſt of neceſſity come under the 
obligation of all theLawes and Ordi- 
nances of Chriſt, of which Diſcipline is 
one, and therefore none may plead ex- 
emption from ic ; Whoſoever he be that 

| is 
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.isa brother and within, comes under 


the Church judgement and cenſure, 
Mat. 18. 1 Cor. 5. | 
* 2, Thatalthough all ought to come 
under the diſcipline of that Church of 
which they are members; yet may not 
any be denied Church priviledges for 
the ſtate of unregeneracy meerly, nor 
tor barrenneſſe and unfruittulnefſe un- 
der the ordinary means of grace ; or 
not coming up to the practiſe of ſuch 
duties as are private, and more doubt- 
full then the duties of publick wor- 
ſhip are. For itis certain that Jeſus 
Chriſt hath his cle& ones, loſt ſheep, 
and children of God among the.natu- 
rall ſced of Chriſtians, or to come of 
them, as he had among the .Jewes : 
and theſe ele& ones he is pleaſed more 
ſavingly to call, ſomeat the third hour, 
others not untill the eleventh hour of 
the day of grace vouchſafed 'to them. 
And theſe being the ſpeciall objefs of 
redemption, included in the Goſpell 
Covenant,to whom the promiſes ot the 
firſt grace do properly belong ; we muft 
ſuffer Jeſus Chriſt to have the liberty 
of his own appointmentsin the Church; 
as the only means of gathering in ſuch 
unto 
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The Scripture Rail examined. 


unto himſelf ; that they may have life We 
in him, and live unto him according , | 
to the grace they have received from 


him. - 

2. That the ſcandaJous in the Church 
are to be dealt with under the notion 
of offending brethren, whom they that 
are ſpirituall ought by private admo- 
nitions, and Chriſtian counlſell, and 
wiſe and ſealonable reproofs, to reſtore 
in the ſpiric of meeknefſe, Gal. 6. 1. 
Andthe perſon or fin of any member 
not to benominated in publick, while 
there is any reaſonable hope (in chari- 
ty)of amendment by the private means: 
provided the offence be not already 
publick and infamous to all ; in that 
caſe, I think, though the offender be 
penicent and aſhamed, yet he ought to 
be rebuked before all that the reft may 
fear, and the congregation be ſatished. 
Andthar it is only in caſe of obftinacy, 
and hating to be reformed, notwith- 
ſtanding all pofſible means uſed by the 
Church for their reformation, that the 
authoricative at of excommunication 
is to be iffned out againſt any member. 
The Apoſtle did more often threaten 
and ſhake the rod then make uſe of it. 
The 
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| The Seripture Rail examined. 
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' + Jemnneſs and mourning over the offen- 


Fhe adminiſtration of publick cenſures 
ſhould be carried on with that ſo- 


drr,chat might ſhew a reall unwilling= 
neſſe to put the ſame tin execution; it 
any other means would humble and 
break the hearc of an vbſtinace cran(- 
greffor. And though there may be in 
the Church a readinefſe to revenge all 
wiltull diſobedience, yet areadinefle to 
forgive alſo, as they ſhall fee cauſe. 

4- That none ought to uſurpe the 

wer of the keyes of Chriſts viſible 

ingdome, or take upon them the 
power of ftewards, and ro be Judges of 
Chriſts ſubjes, that have not a clear 
warrant in the Word for the ſame; leſt 
they be judged. For my part, I muſt 
confeſſe, 1 utterly reje& as impious and 
againſt all rule and order for the com- 
mon members to claim an intereſt in 
the exercile of the keys, cither of Do- 
arine, Sacraments or Diſcipline, ſave 
only to be obedient in declining fami- 
liarity with thoſe that arc juſtly excom- 
municated, and all communion with 
them in worſhip; and to be witneſſes 
to atteſt what they know againſt an 
oftending brother, when ir is necelſa- 


ry 
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The Scripture Rail examined, 


ry to prove the fa&tand convition of. | 
his obſtinacy. I profefſe I wonder that 
any acquainted with the holy Scri- 
ptures ſhould plead for any other pow- 
er to beallowed to any of the com- 
mon members : I cannot fee how this 
ſhould be, but that ſome men drive on 
deſignes of their own faftious framing, 
rather to hinder the ſetting up of di- 
ſcipline, then any way to advance it. 


What diſmall divifions, ſeparations and Þ 1 
confufions, what prejudices, heart- Þ \ 
burnings and bitternefſe do ſuch pra- Þ x 
Aiſles every where neceſſarily occafion # © 
between Paſtours and their people? Þ 11 
while the betrer part muſt wichdraw a 
from the reſt, and ſet up Diſcipline # cl 
among themſelves; chuſe their own | fc 
officers, and uſea language beyond the # n: 
ordinary, and think they are in a fine KF 0! 
poſture : when (alafſe) they are out of UF 
their ſtation, and all they do is but Þ fo 
erecting waies of their own chuſing, Iy 


and ſetting up altars to fin; ſome of | ©c 
Feroboams craft to keep the people from 
worſhipping at Feruſalem. And the truth | are 
is, members that ſeparate from the bo- || the 
dy are not like to live long, What 


ſtrange exorbitances very often are the 
COR» 
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The Scripture Rail examined. 


* conſequences of 1tuch uncharicable 


zealous waies? And how can it be 


* fide in thecommon brotherhood, bur 


the major part of a parochiall congre- 
gation may chule their own officers, (et 
up Diſcipline,and judge is the Church? 
and what reformation is then like to 
follow, may caiily be imagined. Doubt- 


f 

l - 

- of. avoided, if the power of the keys re- 
$ 

1 


| lefſe all Church members, as ſuch,ſtand 
| upon alevell in point of excernall pri- 
| viledges : for we do not finde different 


priviledges of thoſe that are members 
of the ſame Church, planted together 
into the ſame viſible body by baptiſm : 
and ſo by conſequence women and 
children, ignorant and ſcandalous per- 
ſons ſhall have power to judge the reſt; 
nay they may createand ordain their 
own officers, and conſequently take 


| upon them all Goſpell adminiſtrations: 


for if the keys reſide in them original- 
ly, fo that they may make Miniſters 
Oc. then they themſelyes are much 
more ſuch, and may do the works they 
are to do, The effe@ cannot be greater 

then the cauſe. 
But they will fay, the power of the 
keys relides not ip all, byt in worthy 
M and 
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Selut, 


The Scripture Rail examined, 2 


Ot ECAC roy A — EI 


and compleat Church-members, or be- 


Anſw. 


 compleat and incompleat. And doth 


leevers that have the ſpirit of {anifi- 
cation, &c. 

 Iknow no ſuch diſtin&tion in the 
Word of God. Look upon the Church 
of the Jewes ; they were a holy nation, 
a kingdome of Pricfts, a peculiar and 
royall people in generall without di- 
ftinction of worthy and unworthy, 


not the Apoſlle Peter uſe the {ame words 
and apply them to the ſcattered ftran- 
gers embracing Chriſtianity ? 1 Pet. 2. 
9. And doth not the Apoftle giveequall 
titles to all thoſe co whom he writes, 
and to all in every place that call up- 
on the name of the Lord Jelus? 1 Cor. 
1.1, 2, 3. If wenever read of any ſuch 
diſtin&tion in Msſes and the Prophets; 
nor finde any ſuch uſed by Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles, why ſhould any plead for 
it in our congregations, but that they 
would fee more then all that ever were 
before them ? | 

But the keycs were piven to the 
twelve as belcevers, and that which is 
given to them as ſuch, is given to the 
whole kinde of beleevers in the world. 


That the gwelyc were impowered wich 
| cnc 
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+ the keyes of Chriſts Kingdom, is beyond 
all diſpute, and that they were belceyers 
when they received that power, is as 
certain ; but that the Lord Jeſus gave 
the keyes to them as tuch, is denycd. 
And they might as well ſay, they were 
given to them as men; for they were 
men when they received them. But the 
truth 1s, that though there were many 
Diſciples and belcevers belide the 
twelve ; yet of his meer good pleaſure, 
he gave the keyes of his Kingdome to 
the twelve only, not to the reft thac 
beleeved as well as they. He hath cr 
ſome in the Church, Apoſtles, Pa- 
ſtours and Teachers, not all. And we 
know the twelve, by vertue of that 
authority received, preached and bap- 
tized, and ordered all the affairs of 
Chriſts Kingdome, during their age : 
they planted feverall Churches, and 
ay After them Elders and Deacons ; 
they were the inftruments for the pro- 
pagation of the Goſpell in almoſt all 
places. Doubtlefſe after Jeſus Chriſt 
had received all power in heaven and 
earth, he put the twelve only in com- 
miſſion to build his Church ; and they 
ordained Elders and Deacons, and gave 
: M 2 QT's 
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order to ſome others, as 7imethy and: 
Titus to ordain ; and direttcd them al- 
ſo to commit the ſame power to able 
and tic men, in after ages to teach o- ' 


thers, &c. And in the ſeven Churches 
of Ajia, the Angell of every Church 
is writ unto, and blamed or commen- 
ded according as they demeaned them- 
ſelves in their places, in oppoſing er- 
rour orcleaving to the truth. Burt we 
never finde that the common brothers 
hood or memberſhip were impowered 
with the keys,either by Chriſt or by his 
Apoſtles, orany that drived authority 
immediately trom them : and therefore 
they have it not at all: .and to in- 
trade themſelves, and afſume unto 
themſelves things of ſuch an high na- 
ture, is a moſt inſolent boldnefſe ; and 
they may fear to periſh in the gain- 
ſaying of Corab and his company. 

5. I cannor conceive how there 
ſhould be any true diſcipline praQtiſed 
in our Churches without the ſpeciall 
aſſiſtance, countenance and power of 
the civill Magiſtrate, as the flate of 
things are in England : For almoſt all 
of all ſorts, are either carelefſe, or im- 
patient, or erroneous, and not willing 

co 
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'to come under diſcipline. And al- 


though theſe Gentlemen ſay it is our 
own fault; and why do we not ſet apon 
it, beginning with the minor part ? 
yet this is very ill, nay abſurdly advi- 
ſed. For as I ſaid betore, I beleeve I 
ſhall never ſee true diſcipline exerciſed 
in the Church of Erxpland, untill the 
Lord ſo move upon the hearts of our 
Rulers, as to make them inſtrumental! 
to put the Church into that capacity : 
which ordinarily cannot be without a 
nationall aſſembly of learned, grave, 
moderate and godly Divines; choſen 
Cif poſſible) by the whole; and car- 
don without tumule. And thata 
profeflion of faith (ifnot already done ) 
may be ſoclearly drawn up in reſpe& 
of fundamentals in dof@rine and wor- 
ſhip, according to evident rules of ho- 
ly Scripture, as may be <cſtabliſhed to 
be the publique profeſſion of the Nati- 
on; which all 
with peaceable ſpirits ſubmit unto. 
And, alfo that the ſubje&s of the keyes 
in a nationall Church may be more 
clearly determined, and liberty of con- 
ſcience better ſtated-and bounded ; that 
the reformation of the whole may grow 


M 3 up 


whatſoever ſhould _ 
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up together, at leaſt in all the externals' 
ot - Chriſtian obedience. Otherwiſe 
how. ſhall diſcipline be praGtifed, if 

carnall and looſe Chriftians ſhall be 7 
left. at liberty, whether they will come | 

underit or no ? Now I fay, while they 
are within the vitible Church and King- | | 
dome of our Lord Jeſus, and profetle Þ 
his Name in hope of eternall life, why F 
ſhon!ld they not ſubmit to all his Lawes, | 
as the way and means appointed of Þ 


. that bleſſed end ? And the ſame ens | 
Oo ; 


that do warrant the reſtraining offen- | 
ders from evill, andtheforcing of them 
to do their duty in reference to ſome 
ot the Lawes ot Chriſt, do warrant the 
doing of the like in reference to all the 
reſt of his royall Lawes. What is more 
ſucable, then that they that reign and 
rule only by Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould put 
forth their power, and improve all their 
intereſt for the advancing of Chriſts 
Scepter overall ? 

I confefle theſe Gentlemen have ſome 
unhappy expreſtions, queſtioning: our 
Church members; becauſe '( as they 
ſay )the main inſtruments of bringing 
them to' the true Religion in England, 
were ſuth as carryed it on by a civill 

| power; 
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' power;when the outward calling ought 
to be by the word only, web the moſt of 

.c #; our common people never had,they ſay. 

"= Anfw.1. 1 wiſh our Governours had 

 thatholy and grounded zeal for the re- 
E formation of what is amiſſe now inthe 

Y | Church, that our firſt reformers ex- 

> | prefſed in point of reformation in their 

} generation. 


J 2. Wemuſt diſtinguiſh of a twofold 
” { ſtate of Church memberfhip, or the way 
» F of bringing: people to be Church 


| members, 1. Aliens of years are to be 
'” | difcipled:and called by the Word before 
they may be baptized and received into 
the Church; | and fo it was in the Apo- 
: ſtles firſt planting of Churches, - But 
©EF 2. Thefeed of perſons ſo called are by 
TE vertucof the Goſpell Covenant mem- 
{ bers borne; and apon that account are 
baptized : and when they come to years 
are as much under the obligation of 
bt all holy obſeryances, as thoſe that are 
called by the word : So it was in the 
3 Church of the Jewes in refpe& of all 
i that were circumcifed ; fo that Church 
© Y memberſhip is and may be pleaded from 
© birth priviledge, Gal. 2. 15. We who 
are Fewes by nature, &c. 
3. Our firſt reformers did not force 
M 4 Hea- 
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Heathens to receive and profeſfe the 
Proteſtant Religion ; but reduced bap- 


tized erring Chriſtians unto that obe= |. 


dience and reformation which their 
Baptiſme and profeſſion did oblige and 
ingage them unto ; according to the ex- 
amples of godly Kings and Prophets 
amongſt the Jewes, in caſeof defe&ion 
and irregularity. I might produce di- 


vers inſtances of this holy and retigi- 


ous care and zeal in reforming ; but 
thoſe that are acquainted -with the 
Scripture can remember the hiſtories of 
them. And orthodox Divines do gene- 
rally hold, chat the Baptiſme of a Pa- 
piſt is valid, , andneed not be repea- 
ted : Andit need not be doubted, but 
upon that ground, the King of Spain 
orthe French King, if the Lord ſhould 
give them a heart throughly convin- 
ced of, and affeted with the truth, 
might reduce their ſubjefs (if they 
were able) to that conformity to the 
Lawes of Jeſus Chriſt which their 
Baptiſme doth oblige them to. Rome 
it ſelf upon ſuch a reformation, might 
become atrue viſible Church, without 
any repeating either of the ordination 
of their Miniſters, or their Baptiſme. 


Were 
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" , Were all that ſuperfluity of naughti- 


nefſe, from time to time contraded, 
in Do&rine, worſhip and diſcipline 
purged out; and all adminiftrations 
made conformable to the Lawes of 
Jeſus Chriſt (as it was with them for 
ſome hundreds of years from the Apo- 
ſtles times) we could not tell what to 
objet againſt them, but might have 
communion with them. Say that we 
herecofore were a member of Rome, & re- 
ceived all ſacred ordinances from them 
having now repented of the evils and 
abominations which the holy things of 
Chrift were polluted with, and refor- 
med them according to the inſtitution 
what can be objedted againſt us,though 


' We were put in paſſeſſion of the ordi- 


nances of Chriſt by means of the civill 
power? 

4. If an argument drawn from fuc- 
ceſſe be of any force in any caſe,ſurely 
in ſupernaturall and fpiricuall events 
above any other: and weare not leſt 
__ innumerable evidences of the 
divine operations upon the ſouls of 
many in our Nation, through the 
bleſſing of the Lord upon the uſe of 
thoſe holy adminiſtrations of the Co- 
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venant, which ourvrſt reformers wich 
zeal,care and power brought our fa- 
thers under ; bleſſed be God for this 
unſpeakable gift. | 

This for the fifth thing propoſed 
concerning diſcipline. 

6. The fixth and laft is this, That ho - 
ly diſcipline is fo to be ordered, that 
the edification of all may be bc(t fur- 
thered and preſerved, and the objeas of 
Church cenſures may be healed rather 
then hurt by them. Sometimes the 
Church muſt rebuke ſome, that the 
reſt may fear ; and ſentence ſome few, 
moſt notorious offenders, when many 
deſerve the ſame puniſhment,ratherthen 
k ger the peace, union and edificati- 
oit.of the Church ; puniſh and chaftife 
what. they can, with the health and 
ſafety of the whole: and with pati- 
ence bear and forbear, when the reme- 
dy is liketo prove worſe then the dif- 
eaſe, Lawfull th are not alwaies 
expedient, nor conſult with charity. 


| | Itisa good faying of Cyprian menti- 


oned by Calvin, Let the Church merciful- 
by corre& what they can, and what they can- 
es, let them patiently ſuffer, and with love 
proc and lament it ; And to the ſame 

| purpoſe 
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purpoſe he brings in the advice of 4u- 
guſtine, touching the abounding of 
drunkennefle in Africe;' this and the 
like evils (according to his judgement ) 
are to be taken away, not roughly, nor 
after an imperious manner ; but more 
by teaching then commanding z more 
by admoniſhing then by threatning ; 
and that is the way to deal with a 
multicude of ſinners; ſeverity muſt be 
exerciſed on the ſin of a few, &c. And 
he concludeth thus'; The command of 
the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 5.7. to caft ont the 
wicked, isin no caſe to be negic&ed, 
when it may be done without perill of 
breaking the peace of the Church, In+ 
ſtitut. lib. 4. cap. 12. Sea. 11.13. 

And we may take notice, that where 
there is merition made of the Apoſtles 
exercifing of Diſcipline, it is only up- 
on particular perſons, and not upon a 
multitude : when he findes many guilty 
of evill praiſes, he reproves, admo- 
niſhes, and threatens to come with the 
rod, 2 Cor.12. 20. & 13.21. 1 Cor:4.21. 

And truly, as the ſtate of things now 
ſands, I think it will be found a very 
difficult thing to get Into poſſeſſion of 
the true way of difcipline, andtoimake 

| that 
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that uſe of it, that the Churches peace ' 


and edification may be | pong" and 
not prejudiced by it. 

ſuppoſed unregenerate in the Church 
ſhall (on the one hand) be caſt off and 
ſeparaced from, as in the Independent 
way and ſome others; or elſe (on the 
other hand) the difſenting brethren 
will be judged ſchiſmatical, for cauſing 
diviſions and ſeparations in the 
Church, contrary to the Dodrine of 
Jeſus Chriſt. And therefore our con- 
dition is the more ſad, in thar Diſci- 
pline which tends ſo much to the wel- 
beingof the Church can ſo hardly be 
attained amongſt us. Thus I have gi- 
yen you my judgement and apprehenſi- 
ons in this point. 

Now in the next place, Becanſe theſe 
Gentlemen have commended a way of 
Diſcipline to the godly, I ſhall crave 
leave a little to examine it ; whether 
ie be ſuch a one as godly men may ſafely 
receive and uſe as the Kiſcipline of Je- 
ſus Chriſt; and not rather reje& it, as 
having nothing of Chriſt in the riſe 
and root of it, according to holy Scri- 
pture : and this I ſhalldo very briefly, 
becauſeT have faid ſo much to the point 
already, It's 


or either the 
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1.It's well they acknowledge our pa- 
rochiall congregations to be true 


- Churches, though it be bur in a large 


ſenſe :/ for being ſuch, they come under 
the ſame lJawes and priviledges exter- 
nally, which belong to true Churches 
in the ſtriQeſt ſenſe ; that is,unlefſe they 
can finde a different rule in Scripture 
fortrue Churches, though not in the 
ſame degree of purity ; which believe 
they cannot, becauſe I do nor finde buc 
Laodicea and Philadelphia, as they were 
both true Churches, fo they were both 
under the ſame rule, &c. 

2. They confeſſe that none but ſuch 


as are already excommunicated, and 


| ſuch as ought to be excommunicated, 
| are tobe kept from the Sacrament :and 


inthis Mr. H. and they ſeem to be a- 
greed, pag. 27. provided ( fay they) 


| that Mr.H. mean ſuch as of right oughc 


to be excommunicated by the Church. 
For his meaning, they may be ſure he 
doth not mean that Church members 
ſhould be cenſured without regular tri- 
all, and that by a Church that is in a 
fit capacity to hear and judge, and 
ſentence according to divine rule. But 
how will theſe gentlemep prove _ 

the 
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the greater part in a pariſh are ſuch as of, Þ 
right ought to be excommunicated, and 
never put it to the rriall, whether their ,F 
ſinfulnefle be of that natute, for which * 
excommunication may and ought to be 
inflicted ? It is obſtinacy and wilfull 
perliſting in grotle fins, after private and 
publick admonition, . that is to be pu- 
niſhed with excommunication 3 and 
how can they know that the greater 
part of a pariſh do fo fin, when they 
never admoniſh them, either privately 
or publickly ? Sure there muſt bea clear 
conviction of their ſins, and all fair and 
amicable Chriſtian means ufed to re- 
claim them, before they can judge any 
in their pariſh excommunicable ; were 
they in a capacity thus authoritatively 


todeal with them, which I think they Þ 
are nor. 1 

3- But they ſay, This is a moſt general | © 
received truth, that every particular conpre- || 0 
gation bath power in it ſelf to reforme it ſelf, | Vv 
according to what ſhall be praficable #0 them, | 1 
Pag. 158. To which Iſhall oppoſe their 3 JL 
own words, Pag.7- 10. Where firſt they p 


ty. T bat the ignorant and profane muſt bt 
withdrawn from, becax{e it is clear, they car 
not be regularly caſt out by diſcipline, neith® 
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- is there an) way bow they ſbould be rightly ex-_ 


communicated ; for that the major part of the 


, Church zs corrupt 3 and the ſame may be well 


ſuppoſed of moſt ef the mixt parochial] con= 
gregations in England: and will not excom- 
municate,ner are fit to doſo, nor to chuje 
officers to do it, pag, 9, 10. 

Now is not thisa ſtrange thing ? they 
condemn Mr. Humfrey tor not ſetting up 
Diſcipline in his Chucch : and ſtrongly 
afſert, That every Congregation hath power to 
reform it ſelf, and yet they ſay it is clear, 
that the ignorant and profane cannot be regu- 
larly caſt out by Diſcipline, nor # there any 
way how they ſbould be rightly excommunt- 
cated, Reader, Canſt thou deſire a bet- 
ter juſtification of Mr. Humfreys preſent 
practite in the matter of the Sacrament, 
then theſe mens own words ? If he can- 
not reform in a right way, muſt he and 
others undergoe reproach, becauſe they 
dare not exerciſe diſcipline in a wrong 
Way, as thefe gentlemen do? There are 
many. ſober and godly Miniſters that 
Judge it better not to, pretend to diſci- 
pline at all ; then to rakeup that way 
to which ſome give the name, when 
there is. nothing of the nature of 
true diſcipline, If " cannot exerciſe 

It 
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Anſw. 


itaright, why ſhould any be cenſured . 


fornot exerciling ic wrong ? To doc 
evill that good may come, the Apoſtle 
judges damnable : fo rarely ir is thac 
good ends andevill means fland toge- 
ww. 

Buc they ſay, If they cannot regularly 
excommunicate the ignorant and ſcandalous 
that are excommunicable, then the Miniſter 
and thoſe that are convinced of their duty to 
come up to a more cloſe communion and ſellow- 
ſhip in the Goſpell, maft withdraw from the 
corrupt majority 3 and wait for their coming in 
upon the ſame termes agreed upon by the minor 


part ; and for this they commend tous | 


Mat. 18. 

I, Itis very harſh to ſay, that the ig- 
norant in the Church are for that ex- 
communicable ; they may exprefle their 
defires tolearn, and uſe the means ap- 
pointed to that end ; and ſonot be ex- 
communicable, nor to be ſeparated 
from. And for the ſcandalous, they 
are tobetryed, as was hinted before, 
and then excommunicated if there be 
Juſt cauſe: elſethey ſhall be deprived 
of a ſpeciall ordinance of the Church, 
intended as the laſt remedy to convert 
the obſtinate finner from his evill 
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verfion( as theſe Gentlemen do confeſs) 
the Magiſtrate may conſtrain all in the 
Church to come under it, and ſubmic 
tO it. 

They ſay, Teſus Chrift ſhould rule by the 
Word of his mouth,end not by the Magiſtrates 
compelling editts : and yetthey ſay, That 
in bringing all to converting ordinances (they 
bambly conceive ) the Magiſtrate is to put 
forth bis power, pag. 196. And then will ic 
not hence follow, that as diſcipline is 
a means of converſion , the mp 
is to put forth his power for the 
bringing ofall under it. Yea, doubt- 
leſfſe, and to aſſiſt the Church in the 
ſetling, exerciſe and execution of it, 
And to withdraw without a judici- 
all proceeding, neither doth nor can 
attain the true end; but doth har- 
den and prejudice ſinners a great deal 
more, and ſo makes them worſe in 
ſtead of making them. better. The 
end of withdrawing (according to 
the Scripture) is to bring the perſons 
withdrawn from, to ſhame and re- 
pentance ; and is this a likely way to 
attain that end, for a Minifter and 
ſome ten or twenty, of his people, to 

N with- 
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withdraw from three or four hun- - 


dred (as in ſome places would be the 
taſe) they all proteſling the true Re- 
tigion ? Do theſe men think the Apo- 
file meant ſuch a withdrawing, to 
bring finners in the Church to ſhame ? 
The rule is in reference to a difor- 
derly brother to bring him to ſhame; 
bur in our times applyed to hundreds 


v4 
k] 


at once, by the minor part in a | 


Church; and that very unfitly too ; 
there being many in ſome ſuch pla- 
ces, thatas truly fear God, and live 
in Chriftian obedience beyond ſome 
of them that withdraw from them ; 
whoyet had rather be reckoned among 
finners, then to joine with them, 
that by ſchiſme break the peace of the 
Church. 

Beſides, grant that many of them 
ſhould be excommunicable, doth that 
warrant a ſeparation, when it is nor 
in our power to doit regularly? Iris 
ren to one that thoſe that are ſo zea- 
Jous for ſeparating, did never deal 
with their offending brethren, ſo far 
as they lawfully may and ought, to 
amend them. If we ſhould deal thus 
in the Kingdome of this world,as wy 
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do in the Kingdome of Chriſt, there 
would be buta fad acconipe given of 
many fſubjef&s thereig. If ic were 
enough . to ſay fuch are fellons and 
hangable by che Law, and thereupon 
never bring them to triall, but knock 
them on the head, and there's an end 
of them; How long think you would 
this Common-wealth ſtand, were fuch 
a confuſion and, barbariſme tole- 
rated? 7 
Suppoſe theſe Gentlemen in Gloceſter- 
ſhire arerun into a dangerous way of 
ſchiſme in the Church, chrough error 
and mwiftake; would they be content 
(wirhout any ordinary means uſed to 
convince them of their error, or war- 
_ and admoniſhing them to retrat 
to be forthwith ſentenced by a Benc 
of Elders, as ſchiſmaticall perſons,and 
upon that accompt ſuſpended from 
their Miniſtry ? T think they would 
not. Andyet by what they appear by 
their Book to be, I think they are 
ſcarce qualified as Biſhops onght to be, 
thatundertake the rule of Chriſts Flock; 
and my prayer js, that their uncha- 
ritable praftiſes may not be an oc- 
caſion of deftroying many weak 
| | FF $0 bre« 
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brethren for whom Chriſt died, 

As for Mat. 18. it comes now to be 
examined; that we may ſee how it is 
appliable to theſe new found models 
of Diſcipline hinted at by cheſe men 
in the preamble of their Book. And 
it is moſt clear and certain that the 
main ſcope of our Saviour is to teach 
us theſe two things in generall, 

Firſt, Thet the meaneſt perſon coming to 
Chriſt andprofeſſing faith in bim, is not to 
be deſpiſed. 

Secondly, That not to deal with offen- 
ding brethren in the way and order by him 
there preſcribed is to deſpiſe them, And 
then for the way preſcribed by our 
Saviour, it ought to begin with pri- 
vate admonition in caſe of a brother 
offending, and if that pom for his 
amendment, he is not to be put to pub- 
lick ſhame : but if that will not work 
upon him, then upon ſufficient proof 

the fat, he may and ought to be 
complained of to the Church, and the 
Church may convent him before them, 
admonith to contefſe and reform his fin. 
But if out of obſtinacy' he ſftubbornly 
refaſe to hear the Church, after firſt and 
ſecond admonition,then to be caſt out, 
not otheryiſe, | Now 
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_ Now whatis therein all this to fa- 


vour or warrant theſe Gentlemens 
praiſe? do they proceed after this 
manner with every offending brother 
in their ſeverall pariſhes, before they 
deny them Ohriſtian communion in the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper ? It 
not, why will they urge a rule from 
Jefus Chriſt to others, which they 
themſelves will not praiſe? Would 
they have others do that themſe]ves 
neither will nor can do, as themſelves 
confeſſe, where the greater part is cor- 
rupt? And this being the caſe of moſt 
Pariſhes in England, | hrs ſhall we take 
up an eftabliſhmenc of diſcipline from 
this place ? Why, they tell us,by with- 
drawing from the major part of the 
Church : But then it will be deman- 
ded, whether this Scripture do war- 
rant any ſuch prafiſe; and ic muſt 


needs be granted it doth not. Thus you 


may fee how ſutable theſe new models: 


are to thoſe Scriptures alledged by 
themſelves for proof thereof. 

Bur to proceed a little further con- 
cerving this Scripture, Mat. 18. The 
greateſt difficulty (as 1 conceive) lies 
in the word Church, when our Saviour 
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bids tel] the Church : I-ſhall give my 
thoughts concerning that allo, and 
leave them to the intelligent, reader to 
contider. | #4] 

1. 1 conceive qur Saviours rules here 
given in this caſe, reſpeted the preſent 
itate of the Jewes Church, as. well as 
the Chriſtian Churches in after tames ; 
and' was prafticable in that preſent ſtate 
gi the Jewes Church. 

2. According to the ſame rules and 
order his Diſciples and their tol- 
lowers ſhould «& in after ages,as verl. 
18. doth plainly ſkew. Lk 

Concerning the former of theſe,as the 
rule given by our Savioue Teſpeted 
the preſent ſtate of the Jewes, and was 
practicable in that Church, we are to 
inquire whether the complaint were to 
be made to the whole Church cenſ- 
ſting of rulers-and ruled, afſembled to- 
gether in holy worlhipz or to the 
Rulers and Officers of the Church on- 
ly, affembled ina Court of Judicature, 
for the hearing of complaints,and try- 
ing -of offenders, and puniſhing evill 
manners, 

To this I anſwer, That to one it 

ſeems very probable, that Church here 
is 
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- js to betaken inthe latter ſenſe: be- 


cauſe the common people among the 
Jewes, never had any ſuch authority 
in that Church,as to judge of manners, 
and cenſure according to the rule gi- 
ven by our Saviour in this Scripture. 
Bur it is clear that they had a Councell 
of Elders called the Sanhedrin, Mat. 5. 
22, that judged of manners, and pu- 
niſhed ſuch as reviled their brother, 
intimated 'in theſe words, He that ſhall 
ſay to bi Brother, Racha, ſhall be in dan- 
ger of the Councell or Sanbedrin. The Pha- 
riſees and chief Pricfſts werechief in that 
Councell, or it conlifted wholly of 
them ; for they undertook to caſt out 
of the Synagogue, Joh. 9, & 12, And 
when Saul breathed out threatnings 
againſt the Saints, in zeal of reducing 
them to the Church from which they 
were departed and ſeduced, as he 
thought, he went to the chief Prieſts 
and all the eftate of the Elders for 
his commiſſion, and he: received autho- 
rity from them, to bring both men and 
women unto Jeruſalem to be pu- 
niſhed, AF. 22.45. And that eſtate of 
Elders in the originall is called a Preſ- 
bytery, which alſo ſhewes that it was 

N 4 made 
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made up ofchiet Officers of the Church | 


called Presbyters ; ſome of which were 
chiet Prieſts, the other Phariſees, and 
ſome ſubordinate Presbyters were fl 
ned with them to make up that afſem- 
bly, having authority ro judge of 
manners according to the Lawes of 
God: however upon miſtake they 
puniſhed the true profefſors of the 
Chriſtian Religion, yer not under the 
notion of profeſſors of the truc Reli- 
gion, but out of zeal to reduce the be- 
leeving Jewes to conformity to the old 
adminiſtration, as judging it till in 
force, as it was delivered by Moſes. 

It any make queſtion whether this 
Presbytery (according to the Text ) 
were theChucrch to whom complaint 
was t be made concerning ſtubborn 
offenders, I anſwer, that Councell or 
Presbytery was made up of the chict 
Officers ofthe whole Church, and ſo 
the Church repreſentative, on whom 
alone all the authority of the Church 
was 1nvolved, for the puniſhing of ſin, 
and preſerving the peace of the whole. 
And for the word Church, they that are 
acquait ted with theOrigina) language, 
Ar0W it 15 uſed for any aſſembly, or 
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hy. uy" called together, whether 
to civillor ſacred ends; and ſo theſe 
Elders and Rulers of the Jewes afſem- 
bled togetherfor the ends aforeſaid are 
not unproperly called a Church. 

And for thelatter thing propounded 
before,namely that the Chriſtian Chur- 
ches in after ages are to proceed by the 
ſame rule, and in the ſame order the 
Church of the Jewes then did, that is 
to ſay, by a Presbytery, ſeems to me 
very probable. For firſt of all there 
were inuſe in the Chriſtian Church, 
in reference to the rule and govern- 
ment thereof,the ſame names that were 
in the Church of the Jewes, which is 
a ſign that there was the ſame thing. 
Saint Pau! who was well acquainted 
with the nature of the Presbytery at Fe- 
raſalem,from whom he received authori- 
ty to trouble the beleeving Jewes, cals 
an aſſembly of Elders or Church officers 
a Presbytery,of which what bertec rea- 
ſon may be conceived then this, the 
reſemblance that was between this El- 
derſhip and the great  Councel in the 
Church of the art It is clear the 
Apoſtles themſelyes did order all things 
in the Chucch ; ordained Elders, and 
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authorized them in the Name of Chriſt 
to ardain others, &c. And they were 
as much Rulers and Officers qver the 
Cacholick Church, as tne chiet Prieſts 
and Elders were 'to the Jewes. And 
hence in. the Apoſtalical Churches, Or- 
dination of Miniſters was derived from 
them that were Officers to the whole 
Church ; and in a moſt immediate man- 

ner, by Jeſus Chriſt were conftitured 
_ {o tobe: which makes me inclinable 
© eo heleeve, that thoſe (till that are or- 
dained Officers for the good and bene- 
fic af the whole, ſhould be ordained by 
ſuch a Presbytery that are intruſted 
with that power, by the Officers of the 
whole as much as may be. So farre am 
I from conſenting to theſe men that 
take it for granted, that the common 
members of a particular ſociety, may 
chuſe and inſtall their own officers. 
Now what is there in all this for that 
pretended way of diſcipline which theſe 
Gentlemen commend to their reader ? 
here is not the leaft warrant for any 
to ſeparate from the Church, or with» 
draw (tor all is one) nor for the peo- 
ple to rule, and chuſe their own Ofh- 
ccrs, nor tor impoling a Church Co- 
venant, 


The Scripture Rail examined. 


- venant, explicitly to. be profelſed in 
the congregation ; and thoſe that will 
not come up to this and ſuch like 
termes, muſt not be admitted nntd 
Sacramentall communion. Nor is here 
any warrant for ſentencing Church 
members before a regular triall ; nay 
here . is no warrant for any ſingle Mi- 
niſter to ſer up diſcipline over his peo* 
ple, without the conſent and conjun- 
&ion. of the reverent brethren ot the 
Miniſtry with them. The key of di- 
ſcipline is not at all in one alone, bur 
rather in the whole together. 
A word more on that Scripture, as it 
is directed to the Apoſtles, verl. 18,19, 
20. and ſo in them to the officers of 
the Church in ſucceeding ages to the 
end of the world. Verily (faich our 
Saviour there) if two of you ſball agree on 
earth as touching any thing that they ſball 
arke, it ſhall be done for them of my Father 
which is .in heaven: for where two orthree 
are gathered together in my Name, there am 
I inthe midſt of them. Theſe words ſeem 
to have reference unto what was ſpo- 
ken before concerning the authority of 
the Jewes Church Officers; and our 
Saviour would have his Apoſilcs to 
Know 
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know, that though their authoricy 
may ſeem to the world, yea, and to 
themſelves to be weak and contempti- 
ble in reſpe& of that great bench of 
Elders, generally ſubmitted unto by 
the Jewes, yet they ſhould have as 
greatauthority to binde and looſe as 
the other; nay two of them by the 
authority given them by the Lord of 
the Church, ſhould be equivalent to 
their great authority : And we know 
ic came ſo to paſſe. They had power to 
work miracles, and were inſpired with 
an extraordinary ſpirit; and had ſome 
ſpeciall promifes peculiar to them 
alone, as well as gifts. They had 
power to givethe boly Ghoft by impo- 
fition of hands; and an extraordinary 
power in prayer, and power to puniſh 
and kill the bodies of men for ſacri- 
ledge and hypocrifie. And we know 
the very Church it ſelf is ſaid to be 
built upon the foundation of the Pro- 
phers and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelt being the chief corner-ſtone. Now 
what is this to theſe Miniſters in Glo- 
cefter-ſhire > Dare two or three of them 
aſſume this power ( for 1 ſup- 
poſe all che Miniſters of the Coun- 
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| ty arenot of their minde and way) to 


do as the Apoſtles did ? Suppoſe they 
be Minifters of the Goſpell, is the 
Church built upon them, or their Do- 
Arine ? Where have they any ſuch pro- 
miſe that they ſhall* not erre; and 
whatſoever they ſhall agree toaske,ſhall 
be done for them of the Father of Je- 
ſus Chriſt >? They plead their 'ferious 
and ſolemn ſeeking of God ; and com- 
mend untogas their model of Diſcipline, 
as, the reſult of their ſerious debates, 


and returns of their prayers ; but that 


authority will not fatisfie judicious 
Chriftians, when the thing it felf is ſo 
inconſiſtent with the generall rules of 
the Word, as hath been ſhewed. Be- 
fides it is well known, that in many 
places the Minifters of the Goſpell have 
uſed che like means in behalf of them- 


ſelves and their people, yer but few 


have run into their waies, but either 
fall into ſome aſfociation of Churches 
and Presbyteries, framing ſuch expedi- 
ents, as (ina manner) bring in all ur- 
der a capacity of Sacramentall commu- 
nion and diſcipline, as in Worceſter- 
ſbire and other places; or elſe carry on 


tue 


ue of their office as well as they can 
"without Diſcipline; as being convin- 
ced of their incapacity for the preſent 
io attain unto the true end andexerciſe 
thereof, notwithſtanding all their 
ſearch, diſquiſition, and indevours to 
ſatisfie one another therein. And the 
ſerionsdebatesand ſeeking of God con- 
cerning this, ſhould move to own and 
afſent to what is concluded thereup- 
on ; I conceive it more ſafe to adhere 
to the greater part of ſober Divines that 
| have been ſerious in the uſe of theſe and 
all other means, to ſatisfic themſelves 
and others, as well as thoſe men, and 
yet darenot in the leaft degree counte- 
nance their way and praGtiſe. I would 
aske them this queſtion, whether they 
did ever read ow ſuch praiſe, that 
a few particular Minifters, by thetr 
own authority, have had the boldneffe 
to withdraw from the greateft part of 
their flocks, and ſetup a way of Diſci- 
pline of their own framing? and upon 
the matter unchurch the greateſt part 
of their congregations, allowing, them 
no other priviledge in the Church, 
then they would to Pagans. Did the 
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Apoltles ever make fo bold with any." 
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- . Chriſtian congregation | that adbered 


to the Goſpell adminiſtrations ? ordid 
they everauthorize ordinary Presbyters 
todo ſo? Nay, did any ordinary Preſ- 
byrerin the Apoſtles' time, exerciſe Di- 
ſcipline but upon the command of the 
Apoftles? or do we finde them any 
where blamed becauſe they did not do 
it? I verily beleeve theſe Gentlemen 
may not affume ſuch an intereſt in the 
exerciſe of the Key of Diſcipline as the 
Apoftles had, and yet they are more by- 


' fiewith the rod then ever any of che 


Apoſtles were. Alas! it's pity ſome 
care is not taken to reſtrain their impe« 
rious uſurpation over their ſeverall 
flocks. I think, fince the ceaſing of the 
Apoſtles office, it is more ſutable to 
the Scripture alledged, and other Scri- 
ptures, to ele& fuch Presbyteries to 
Judge of manners in the Church,as were 
conſtituted in the Church of the Jewes, 
which our Saviour approved of ; which 
yet would come ſhore of being «quall 
wich the Apoſtles, in reſpett of the au- 
thority.-which chey had in the Church 
of Chriſt ; though they were in all pla- 
ces men of the beſt qualifications tor 
Rule, that any attain coin our _ 
a 
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and fo Ihave done with that Scripture, 
Mas. 18. 

I will trouble the reader but with 
two or three paſſages more about their 
new modell ; for I havea good minde 
to draw to an end, and my other oc+ 
cafions will not permit me to do much 
in theſe waics. Pag. 4. they tell us of 
the drawing up a profeſſion of faith, 
wherein they acknowledge their for- 


F 
mer Abominations in worſbip,profeſſing their 
repentance before the Lord for them. Con- \ 
cerning which I ſay, It isa ſtrange ex- | 
prefion of Chriſtians, except they were Þ| * 
fuch as camenewly out of Paganiſme, || / 
or Popery at leaſt. What abominati- F © 
ons of worſhip have been eftabliſhed F P 
or praQiſed in our Church ſince the re= | 5 
formation of it ? Is itnot ſtrange that || ©! 
the Minifters ofthe Church,who ſhould | *t 
be ready to defend theChurch from the & ”* 
wicked flanders and reproaches of Ana» - 


baptiſts and other Separaciſts, ſhould 
thus publickly join with them, and 
that in ſuch a publick way before the 
world too > How many powerfull and 
ſucceſſefall Minifters of the Goſpell, 
now with Jeſus Chriſt in glory, have 
Jaſtificd all che ordinary parts of Gods 
WOTs* 
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worſhip, as it was praftiſed in our pub- 
lick afſemblies all along,and conformed 
-thereunto cheartully in reſpe& of the 
ſubſtance of our worſhip? Indeed there 
were ſome needlefſe ceremonies uſed 
about worſhip, which were declared by 
the Church to be no part of the wor- 
ſhip : now theſe were born as burthens 
which many of the godly detired to be 
eaſed of by their removall; bur it ne- 
ver came into their thoughts, that they 
were guilty of abominations in wor- 
ſhip becauſe of them. How doth 
Mr. Hilderſham in his LeCtures upon 
Fob. 4. juſtifie the Church of Enyland 
as a true Church, and the ſeverall 
parts of worſhip praiſed therein, 
as being according to the inſtitution 
of the Lord ? And how doth he from 
thence blame choſe that ſeparated, or 
negleed the publick prayers of the 
Church ; and yet himſelf was one of the 
old non-conformiſts ? And Mr. Cstton 
that went into new Ergland, writing 
an Epfſtle to that Book, doth therein 
highly commend the Author for many 
thingsz but in a ſpeciall manner for 
confuting tht ſeparations of the Brow- 
niſts : and he repeats what another re- 
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poreedof him, ftyling him the hammer 
of : Schiſmaticks, : commonly called 
Brownifts. : :* - 

Thoſe Gentlemen talk of the Covce 
nance eſtabliſh:d- 4n Chriſt, into which 
they require a profeſſion to enter, of 
thoſe they admit to partake of the Seal 
of that Covenant, pag. 10- 

Concerning, this, I ſay it were well 
if they would a& according to thcir 
own words : for 'cis certain all Church 
communion is founded upon covenant 
relation ; And thoſe (whole admittance 
to the Sacrament we plead for) are ſup- 
poſed to have entred Covenant relati- 
on, either in their parents, or in their 
own perſonall profeſſion of the true 
Religion that holy Scriptures teach, or 
both, and their voluntary adhering to” 
the admiuiſtrations of the Covenant, 
doth atteſt their entring the Covenant, 
and their continuing and abiding in 
that relation ; let them ſay what they 
can to the contrary. 

But they ſay, Perſons that have entred 
Covenant, may back-/lide and o that relation 
ceaſe, (and they inſtance in Simon Ma- 
£us) but thoſe that brake bread were ſuch 
as continued in the Apoſiles dorin, AR. 244.2 

And « 
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- And back-ſliders are not to be admitted to ſur- 
ther communion. 

1. How do they know that Simon Ma- 
gw fell off irom the Chriſtian proteſlion, 
when the laſt we read concerning him, 
is his retra&ing his erroneous thoughts, 
defiring the Apoſtle to pray tor hiny, 
that none of thoſe evils might come 
upon him? 

2. Suppoſe hedid backflide and re- 
nounce his Baptiſme and profte{fon, 
would he then have deſired Chriſtian 
communion in the Ordinances of 
Chriſt? what more abſurd ? 

3. We only plead for ſuch to break 
bread,that continue in the Apoſtles Do- 
Arine; which we lay all do,that adhere 
to the adminiſtrations of Jeſus Chriſt, 
{ſet up in his Church, as the ordina- 
ry means of obtaining Covenant grace. 

And for what they 1ay concerning re- 
newing of our Covenant with God after 
defection tromhim, we heartily allow 
of It; provided it be done (according 
to the Scripture, Deute29. 10,11,12.0c. 
N-hem. 10. 2g. Whete in the perſons of 
the chief, the whole ingaged co walk in 
all the waies otthe Lord; and to ob- 
(crveand do all his commandcments, 
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and his judgement, and his ſtatutes. 
This is coutrary to theſe men, that 
would ſer up a Rail to hinder Chrifti- 
ans from obſerving all Gods Com- 
mands ; nay rather to uncovenant a 
people in Covenant, chen ingage them 
to renew Covenant, and walk wor- 
thy their Covenant relation, in their 
obſervance of all covenant Ordinan- 
ces, in hope of bleſſing. And I with, 
that if the Church cannot, the Magi- 
ſtrate would take down the high places, 
that hindeythe Lords people from wor- 
ſhipping at the only place of wor- 
ſhip. If ſome have liberty to worſhip 


.at Danand Bethel, why ſhould any be 


reſtrained from worſhipping at Feruſa- 
lem, and doing their homage and fer- 
vice in remembrance of Chriſt who di- 
cd for finners ? 

I had thought to have added a word 
concerning the fourth and laſt thing 
propoſed in the beginning of this Exa- 
mination ; as it was urged by Mr. Hum- 
frey; namely, that Miniſters ought to 
do their duties as they are Miniſters, 
though Diſcipline be wanting; and 
cannot well be attained as things ſtand : 
of which dutics, the adminiſtration of 
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. the Sacrament is one, which by their 
office they are bound to. performe ; as 
they will anſwer the negle& thereot to 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, who commands 
the obſervance of all his holy Or- 
dinances in the Church, for the fce- 
ding of his flock: And thoſe that 
love him will make conſcience in their 
places, to be faichfull to bim that hath 
appointed them, Bat 1 fear I have been 
roo tedious already. And Mr. Humfrey 
in his Rejoynderto Door Drake hath 
abundantly given ſatista&tion in the 
vindication of this and other truths af- 
ſerted in his former Book : And if he 
ſhall think theſe Gentlemen worthy of 


any further anſwer ; I ſhall rather leave . 


it to himſelf, then do any thing that 
may hinder the Church of God of the 
faithſulland profitable Jabours of him 
or any others, 
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